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Dear Republican Voter,

  My name is Tonda Curry, and I am seeking the Republican Party nomination for Criminal District 
Attorney.  I currently serve as the Chief Felony Prosecutor in our District Attorney’s Office.  Before I 
ask for your vote in the March 6th Primary, I want to tell you about myself and my qualifications.
  
  My legal experience is unmatched in this race.  I have practiced criminal law in East Texas for 
twenty-eight years.  I graduated from Texas Tech University School of Law in December, 1988, and 
passed the bar exam on the first attempt in February 1989.  I started my legal career as an Assistant 
United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Texas in Tyler.  I served in that position for twelve 
years prosecuting cases on behalf of the Drug Enforcement Administration, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms and the Texas Department of Public 
Safety.  I successfully prosecuted large scale drug trafficking organizations.  In 1996 I was nominat-
ed for the National Narcotics Prosecutor of the Year Award.  
  
  I opened my own law firm, devoted to the practice of criminal law in 2001.  My practice area 
covered fifteen counties in north east Texas including Van Zandt.  I regularly appeared in the court-
rooms of these counties litigating cases, arguing motions, selecting juries, and handling every type 
of criminal case imaginable from capital murder to shoplifting.  I have actual hands-on experience.  
My private practice gave me the opportunity to learn how each county managed its dockets, orga-
nized its DA’s office, and defined justice.  I have a broad base of experience to draw on in leading 
our Criminal District Attorney’s Office.
  
  According to the law, a District Attorney’s duty is to “see that justice is done.”  I learned early in 
my legal career the value of working with law enforcement agencies to reach that goal.  As your 
chief felony prosecutor, I am available around the clock to our law enforcement officers.  They know 
they can call me for legal interpretations or investigative assistance at any turn.  I want them to have 
every tool available to conduct the best investigation possible so that I can provide the best prosecu-
tion possible.   Working together, we will see that justice is done for the citizens and community we 
serve.   I am honored to have support from our law enforcement community in this campaign.  
  
  When I began practicing in Van Zandt County in 2001, I became aware of the difficulties and 
backlog plaguing the county’s judicial system.  As your Chief Felony Prosecutor, I have focused my 
efforts on trying to reduce that backlog.  Prosecuting a crime years after the fact waters down justice 
and serves no one’s interest.  My experience and leadership have led to more felony prosecutions 
this year than any other year.   On January 1, 2017, there were 774 active felony cases pending in 
the District Court.  The grand jury indicted 504 new felony cases.  We closed 2017 with 441 pending 
felony cases meaning that during 2017 we disposed of 837  felony cases.  I am committed to con-
tinuing to reduce the backlog by implementing procedures that have been successful in counties of 
a similar size and composition.  
  
  My conservative Republican roots run deep.  I grew up in middle America where my family’s life 
centered around our church.  As a high school student in our church’s Christian school, I volun-
teered in Ronald Reagan’s first Presidential campaign.  I wasn’t old enough to vote, but I was old 
enough to dial a phone.  After high school, I attended and graduated from Bob Jones University in 
Greenville, South Carolina, with a degree in journalism.  I put my degree to work at a small daily 
newspaper in Plano, Texas, the following year.  I was a member of the Collin County Republican 
Women’s Club and worked in media relations for State Representative Sam Johnson’s Associated 
Texans Against Crime.  I have a long and consistent record of participation and voting in the Re-
publican Party, I am not labeling myself a Republican simply to gain your support.    
 
   I have the experience to be your next Criminal District Attorney.  I have demonstrated my com-
mitment to our county and to the pursuit of justice in Van Zandt County.  Experience and results 
is the emphasis of my campaign.  Every candidate, when he or she files a designation of campaign 
treasurer, has the option of also filing a Code of Fair Campaign Practices pledging to focus on 
qualifications for the office sought and to avoid personal attacks and “mudslinging.”  I have signed 
and filed this pledge.  My opponent has not.  The citizens of our county deserve to be represented by 
someone who doesn’t need to sling mud to get elected; someone who deserves the position based on 
qualifications. 
  
  I am the most qualified candidate to be your next Criminal District Attorney, and I ask for your 
vote in the Republican Primary on March 6, 2018.  If you would like more information about me or 
my candidacy please visit my website at www.tondacurryforda.com or call me at 903-941-9141.

Yours for Justice,
Tonda L. Curry
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