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I enjoyed having Kenlie and John Winn inI enjoyed having Kenlie and John Winn in  
2nd grade. I am so proud of you two!2nd grade. I am so proud of you two!

  

  
to you and your family on being selected Southto you and your family on being selected South  

Arkansas County Farm Family 2022.Arkansas County Farm Family 2022.  

  

Congratulations

Turner Farms IV

MEET THE 
SMITH 

FAMILY
B Y  K A L E Y  J O  B A K E RMEET THE 

SMITH 
FAMILY

B Y  K A L E Y  J O  B A K E R

The Daniel Smith family operating as LowDoh Farm Partnership cur-
rently operates 1087 acres of crops with 200 being corn, 350 being rice, 
and 537 being soybeans. Growing up, Smith has always been around farm-
ing as he is a 3rd generation farm family winner. Not only did he grow up 
on the farm, but he grew up on the same farm that his family lives and 
farms today. Daniel and Haley married in 2008 and they have two chil-
dren, Kenlie and John Winn. 

A few goals that the farm has accomplished is improved efficiency, 
improved water management, decreasing soil erosion and land improve-
ments. By using the no-till method for rice and in 2016 they purchased 
a planter capable of no tilling and started the method on 10-20% of their 
corn and soybean crop. This cut out multiple trips across the field and 
freed up a man to do other necessary jobs. 

They also own their own self-propelled sprayer, which helps them to 
get fields sprayed in a timely manner. “Owning a sprayer has also allowed 
us the ability to shop around for best chemical prices and in return that 
reduces input cost,” said Smith. 

In the last five years, they have started using a Pipeplanner from Delta 
Plastics on their corn and soybean acres and multiple inlet irrigation on 
the rice. This helped the Smith family to cut back on multiple hours of 
irrigation pumping and water usage. They have decreased much of their 
soil erosion by installing more drop pipes, using cover crops through the 
NRCS program and have made lots of land improvements by using a Rome 
Killifer Pan to move dirt.

The Smith family has continued to improve their farming practices over 
the years and plans to continue improvements in the future. For more in-
formation on the Smith family, continue reading our 2022 South Arkansas 
County Farm Family of the Year special. We hope you enjoy reading this 
as much as we have enjoyed putting it together. 
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I GREW UP HERE
By Daniel Smith 

I grew up on the family farm we are farming today. I always thought 
in the back of my mind I wanted to farm. My dad wanted me to keep 
an open mind and go to college to see if I found another career I might 
want to pursue. 

In 2004, I attended the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville. After 
my freshman year, I decided I really wanted to come back home and 
farm, but I knew I needed to stay and get a degree. I graduation from 
the UofA in December of 2008 with a Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration. 

On December 27, 2008, Haley and I married and moved back to the 
family farm to live in the same house my grandparents lived in when 
they moved to the farm in 1946 and my parents lived in when they mar-
ried in 1975. My grandfather, Keneth Smith, had suffered from a few 
strokes in 2008 and I was hired as his full time farm manager to take care 
of his daily operations for the 2009 farming year. 

In 2010 Haley and I, along with my parents, Larry and Wendy Smith, 
formed LowDoh Farm Partnership. We began farming 1035 acres of my 
grandfather’s ground, Keneth Smith Farms, Inc., on a crop share basis. 
In 2011 I was given the opportunity to farm another 52 acres on a cash 
rent basis from my neighbors, Darren & Tammie Olson. 

In 2018 Haley and I were able to purchase my parents’ half of LowDoh 
Farm Partnership, and we continue to farm 1087 acres under this entity 
today.

Congratulations, Smith Family!Congratulations, Smith Family!

1710  S. Whitehead Drive
DeWitt, AR 72042

(870) 946- 3501

2024 S. Buerkle
Stuttgart, AR 72160

(870) 673-1651

L-R: Daniel, Chuck Wallace, Kenlie, John Winn and Haley 
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It is truly a life of devotion
By Haley Smith

ARKANSAS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
1015 W. 2nd Street, DeWitt, AR • 870-946-4357 

Growing up in Little Rock, I always told my par-
ents that I knew in my heart I wanted to marry a 
farmer one day. Little did I know, when attending the 
University of Arkansas in Fayetteville, that I would 
not only meet Daniel, but I would meet MY farm-
er. Daniel grew up in a farming community and was 
raised by a farming family. It is all he truly knew. I 
soon begin to realize that that’s where I was meant 
to be. 

Daniel and I married in 2008 and moved back to 
the family farm to live in the same house that his 
grandparents lived in when they moved to the farm 
in 1946 and his parents lived in when they married 
in 1975. Though we have made a lot of changes, it’s 

an amazing feeling to raise our family on the same 
plantation that Daniel and his parents were raised on. 

Being a farmer’s wife is not for the faint of heart 
and it is anything but ordinary. There is never a 
schedule or plans for really anything. The weather 
dictates what the plans for the day are, and they have 
the most unusual hours…but all in all, we wouldn’t 
have it any other way. There are huge demands, but 
even bigger rewards. 

If I have learned nothing else over the course of 
being with my farmer, it is that there is no such thing 
as a normal conversation for a farmer during harvest 
or planting season. If it is something to do with the 
crops, they are all ears… but any other subject just 

blows right on through. After the busy season, I al-
ways laugh when he makes a statement about some-
thing I told him earlier in the year. I want to just say 
“I told you so” but I don’t. 

If you are planning to raise a family, there is no 
better place than a family farm to do it. Your kids 
learn to work, your family grows closer together and 
closer to God by working together to make ends 
meet during busy season, your kids learn life lessons- 
all about science, plants, and animal life just to name 
a few, and so much more just by being on the farm. 
All in all, it is truly a life of devotion. 
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 Gillett United Methodist Church

Congratulations to the Daniel Smith Family! 
2022 South Arkansas County Farm Family! 

We are so PROUD of you!

GOOD HELP IS HARD TO FIND
By Kaley Jo Baker 

Diederick Muller, Schalk Pretorius, Kenlie, Wendy, Larry, Haley, John Winn & Daniel Smith

For the last few years, Lowdoh Farm Partnership 
has had a difficult time finding employees. Farming in 
such a secluded area 20 miles from just about anything 
makes for finding local and good help hard to come by. 

Throughout the years, they have hired several guys; 
however, for one reason or another, they didn’t seem to 
work out. “We were so fortunate to have Robert Ercan-
brack for the time we did,” said Smith. In the summer 
of 2018, his life was taken by a tragic motorcycle acci-
dent. “He began working for my before I came home 
to farm. He had been here nearly 30 years,” Smith said. 
That left him and his father, Larry to carry out the dai-
ly operations in 2018 with Rickey Moyer being hired 
on as part time through harvest. His dad has worked 
throughout the years as the right hand man, but this 
year has taken a pretty big step back working on the 
farm.

After the struggles throughout the year of 2018 and 
not being able to find reliable workers, the Smith fam-
ily knew they had to go down a different path if they 

were going to be able to keep up with day-to-day work 
loads the following year. In fall of 2018, they began 
looking into the H-2A work program. According to 
the U.S. Department of Labor, it is a temporary agri-
cultural program allowing agricultural employers who 
anticipate a shortage of domestic workers to bring in 
nonimmigrant foreign works to the U.S. to perform 
agricultural labor or services of temporary or seasonal 
nature. 

“This has proven to be a positive solution to my la-
bor issue,” Smith stated. “We are happy to have a crew 
that wants to work.” In 2019, Smith hired two men 
from South Africa to work on the farm on H-2A Vi-
sas. They are currently in year four of the program and 
have two great guys, Diederick Muller and Schalk Pre-
torius, who are both in their third year of employment. 

Diederick Muller

Schalk Pretorius

Diederick, Daniel & Schalk 

Daniel and his father Larry
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1715 S Whitehead Dr, DeWitt, AR 72042  • (870) 946-2281

2022 South Arkansas County Farm Family of the Year

Kenlie 
Smith
B Y  K A L E Y  J O  B A K E R

Kenlie is the 10 year 
old daughter of Daniel 
and Haley. According 
to Daniel, she is very 
much a daddy’s girl. 
She loves to go with 
him on the tractor 
and combine, and she 
even loves to go check 
rice water and help 
with polypipe in corn 
and soybeans. Kenlie 
has also taken up bak-
ing and loves to be in 
the kitchen. 

Kenlie is a superstar 
at tumbling at Profes-
sional Athletics and 
she is also a member 
of the Dragons Run-
ning Club at DeWitt 
Elementary School. 
Just recently she has 
taken up softball. 
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It has been fun talking about getting together 
to celebrate for the last six month! HA! 

Congratulations to the 2022 South Arkansas 
County Farm Family of the Year! 

Your Squad 

congratulationsCONGRATULATIONS

1640 S. Whitehead,DeWitt | 870-946-2381

TO THE ENTIRE 
SMITH FAMILY

On the honor of being selected as the
 2022 South Arkansas County Farm Family
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We are so very proud of you! You learned farming from two of the best 

teachers: 

Keneth Smith Family 1980 Arkansas State Farm Family 
and 

Larry Smith Family 1993 South Arkansas County Farm Family 
 

We Love You! 
Dad and Mom 

Jason, Melissa, Ryan and Layne 
Adam, Jennifer, Grace, Eli, and Jacob

Adam, Jessica, Addison, and Mackenzie

Congratulations to the Daniel Smith Family
2022 South Arkansas County Farm Family! 

Daniel, Larry & Keneth Kenlie, Haley, John Winn & Daniel 

Family Recipes
Pasta
Ingredients: 
1 box noodles (fettucini, bow tie, or angel hair)
2 small cans or large can hunts tomato sauce
1-2 pounds hamburger meat
Lemon Pepper
1 can fire roasted tomatoes
Garlic salt
mushrooms
onion
parsley
1/4-1/2 cup heavy cream (I think)

Instructions:
Dice onion. Slice mushrooms, set aside. Heat 1 T olive oil in small skillet over MH heat. 

Add in onions and mushrooms. Season with S&P. In another skillet, brown hamburger 
meat until done. Drain and add meat back into large skillet. In yet another pot, cook noo-
dles in water with a drizzle of olive oil to help noodles not stick to pot. Drain when finished. 
Add sautéed mushrooms and onions into large skillet with meat. Add in tomato sauce and 
diced tomatoes.

Season with LP & GS, oregano & parsley. Stir all together and let simmer. Add in ab 1/4 
cup to 1/2 cup heavy cream (I never measure, I just add until it has the orange color and 
consistency I like). Let sauce simmer until cooked, then serve over pasta. Add some grated 
Parmesan if that’s your style :).

Mississippi Chicken (Crockpot)
I like to remove the chicken once it is finished and shred it. Then remove 1-2 cups of the 

juices/gravy and place in a small sauce pan. Bring to a boil. Take about 2 T of the juice from 
the crockpot and mix in 2 tsp corn starch. Whisk together and then slowly whisk into the 
sauce pan with the rest of the juice/gravy. This will make a thicker gravy like consistency to 
serve with rice or mashed potatoes.

Ingredients:
3 pounds boneless chicken thighs
1 packet ranch dressing mix
I packet Au Jus Gravy mix
0-8 pepperoncini (from jar)
1/4 cup pepperoncini juice
I stick of butter
1/2 cup chicken broth
Lay chicken thighs in bottom of slow cooker. Sprinkle Au Jus Gravy and Ranch mixes 

on top. Add in pepperoncini peppers. Pour in 1/4 cup juice from pepperoncini jar and 
about 1/2 cup chicken broth. Slice butter and place on top. Close lid and place on low for 
5-6 hours. You can serve as is. Over rice or mashed potatoes. I also do in the instant pot a 
lot now, cook just like the IP Mississippi Roast but for - 15 minutes depending on chicken 
you use.

Apple Dumplings
Ingredients:
2 granny smith apples
2 cans crescent rolls
2 stick butter
1 ½ cup sugar
1 tsp vanilla
Cinnamon
1 can mountain dew

Instructions:
Preheat oven to 350
Peel and core apples. Cut each apple into 8 slices each
Roll each apple slice into a crescent roll
Place all of the rolled crescents into a greased baking dish
Melt butter, then add sugar and barely stir. Add vanilla
Pour entire mixture over the apples and crescents. Pour Mountain Dew around the edges 

of the pan. 
Sprinkle with cinnamon and bake for 40 minutes. Serve with ice cream

Garlic Mashed Potatoes
This recipe was derived from some pioneer woman mashed potatoes several years ago, 

but I have tweaked and changed it to make it work better for me. Hers had cream cheese I 
think and I didn’t love that. I also like a more garlic taste than 1 tsp allows for, so just play 
with it until you find your favorite combo.

Ingredients: 
3-4 medium baking potatoes
1/4 cup sour cream
1 tsp salt (yeah right, I use more)
4T butter
1 Tsp garlic, minced
1 T milk (or more)
Pepper

Instructions:
Cube potatoes and boil until fork tender (about 30 minutes). Drain potatoes and return 

to pan
Add in milk and butter and use electric hand mixer to mix and mash taters. Add in sour 

cream and continue to mix. At this point, decide if you need them thinner, creamier, thicker 
etc. if you need to add more milk to make them a little thinner, add milk. If you want them 
a little creamier you can throw in some heavy cream. If you feel like more butter, get after 
it. After getting the consistency right, add in salt, pepper, and garlic. Now this is where the 
recipe calls for 1 tsp of salt, and 1 tsp of garlic. I usually use a few good dashes of garlic salt, 
and then have to add some more garlic powder to get a good garlic mashed potato taste, but 
you do you.
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Congratulations , 
Daniel Smith Family! 

                           
                             

 
                         

 
 

Meat Loaf
Meatloaf:
1 1/2-2 pounds ground beef
2 eggs
4 saltines, soaked in milk
1/2 can french fried onion rings (usually found in the canned goods section)
1/8 tsp garlic salt
1/8 tsp onion salt
2 T worsceshire sauce

Sauce:
1/4 cup ketchup
2 T mustard
2 T brown sugar
1 T balsamic vinegar
1 T red wine vinegar
1 cup water

Ingredients: 
1. Preheat oven to 350
2. With hands, combine all meatloaf ingredients all in bowl.
3. Form into meatloaf in a greased baking pan.
4. Bake for 1-1 1/2 hours, until cooked through.
5. For sauce, mix all ingredients together in bowl, then pour about half over meat-

loaf before putting it in oven. Halfway through cooking, pull out meatloaf and pour 
more sauce over the top.

6. Serve over garlic mashed potatoes. You can make a package of brown gravy and 
add in remaining sauce that you don’t use on meatloaf.

Coca-Cola Cake
Ingredients:
1 cup Coca-Cola
½ cup buttermilk
1 cup butter or margarine, softened
1 ½ cups sugar
2 large eggs, lightly beaten
2 tsp. vanilla extract
2 cups all purpose flour
½ cup cocoa
1 tsp. baking soda
1 ½ cups miniature marshmallows
Frosting:
½ cup butter or margarine
½3 cup Coca-Cola
3 Tbsp. cocoa
1 (16 oz.) pkg. powdered sugar
1 Tbsp. vanilla extract

Instructions: 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease and flour a 13x9 inch pan.
Combine Coca-Cola and buttermilk; set aside.
Beat butter at low speed with an electric mixer until creamy. Gradually add sugar; beat until blended. 

Add eggs and vanilla; beat at (ow speed until blended.
Combine flour, cocoa and soda. Add to butter mixture alternately with cola mixture; begin and end 

with flour mixture. Beat at low speed just until blended.
Stir in marshmallows. Pour batter into prepared pan. Bake at 350 degrees for 30 to 35 minutes. Re-

move from oven; cool 10 minutes. Pour Coca-Cola frosting over warm cake.
To prepare frosting, bring butter, Coca-Cola and cocoa to a boil in a large saucepan over medium heat, 

stirring until butter melts. Remove from heat; whisk in powdered sugar and vanilla.

Daniel’s Chili
Ingredients:
3 pounds hamburger meat
1 package cajun sausage, sliced
46 ounces spicy v8 juice
46 ounces regular v8 juice
1 small onion, chopped
2 pkg Williams chili mix
2 cans ranch style beans (optional)

Instructions:
Cook hamburger meat and onion in pot. Season with tony’s. Drain well and return to pot. 
Add all other ingredients (you can do more or less of the v8 juice depending on how spicy you like it 

and how thin/thick you prefer)
Simmer on low for at least 1 hour. The longer it cooks the better. If it is too thick, you can add water. 
Serve with shredded cheese on top and some crackers for extra Deliciousness.
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Cormier Rice Milling
Have a rice day! 

501 West 3rd, DeWitt, Arkansas

(870) 946-3561

Congratulations to 
the South Arkansas 
County Farm Family 

The Daniel Smith Family pictured with Drew 
Beaton, Rough Rice Merchandiser/Byproducts 

and Trenton Taylor, Plant Superintendent 

CONGRATULATIONS
D A N I E L ,  H A L E Y ,  &  K I D S

F R O M  T H E  G A R Y  A N D  M E A G A N  P A D G E T T  F A M I L Y

JOHN WINN
BY KALEY JO  BAKER

John Winn is the 7 year 
old son of Daniel and 
Haley. He is very much a 
momma’s boy, but he en-
joys going with Daniel to 
the farm – most especially 
if he knows he will be able 
to get dirty or in the mud! 

He loves sports, watch-
ing football games as 
much as he can. He doesn’t 
care if they are new games 
or old games, he is into 
watching them all. 

He is a member of the 
Dragon Running Club 
at DeWitt Elementary 
School and is playing 8U 
baseball this year. 

Daniel Smith Family!Daniel Smith Family!
CONGRATULATIONS,CONGRATULATIONS,
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Congratulations to the Daniel Smith FamilyCongratulations to the Daniel Smith Family
for being selected South Arkansas Countyfor being selected South Arkansas County   

Farm Family of the Year!Farm Family of the Year!   

3771 Hwy 165 S3771 Hwy 165 S
Gillett, AR 72055Gillett, AR 72055
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CONGRATULATIONS
To the Daniel and Haley Smith Family  

DeWitt, AR 720422232 US-165 

2015 S. Main Street
Stuttgart, Arkansas 72160

Mark Davis and Garrhett Wilbourn 

pictured with the Daniel Smith family

Congratulations to the Daniel SmithCongratulations to the Daniel Smith  
family on this great achievement!family on this great achievement!

HUNTING SEASON - IT'S A FAMILY AFFAIR
By Kaley Jo Baker

“You can’t live in Arkansas Coun-
ty and not do some sort of hunting 
during the winter months,” said Dan-
iel Smith. For the Smith family, hunt-
ing is a family affair! The whole family 
enjoys going out hunting throughout 
the winter months and it keeps them 
busy during their off season. “Haley 
and I are both avid hunters and have 
passed that love for the outdoors on 
to our children, “ Smith said. 

If you are a farmer though, you 
know that there really is no off sea-
son…just a slow spell that you are 
able to take off and do what you love 
here and there! 

Congratulations, 
Smith Family! 
2022 South Arkansas County 

Farm Family of the Year
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Congratulations DanielCongratulations DanielCongratulations Daniel   
Smith Family!Smith Family!Smith Family!   

SALES       870-673-7208     SERVICE
1 0 0 0  H w y  7 9  /  S t u t t g a r t ,  A R

w w w . p r a i r i e  i m p l e m e n t . n e t
S i n c e  1 9 5 6  

P R A I R I E  I M P L E M E N T  C O

1970 South Whitehead 
Drive  DeWitt, AR

 
870-946-0168

Congratulations, Smith Family! 

HUNTING SEASON - IT'S A FAMILY AFFAIR
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Congratulations!

Congratulations
TO DANIEL, HALEY, KENLIE, AND JOHN WINN 

FROM LANEY CLAWSON AND MACEE MENARD
at A Fine Frenzy Salon 

It has been such an honor to work 
with you and your family 

throughout this journey! I am so 
thankful to have met you all and 

this is well deserved.  
 

Kaley Baker, General Manager 

Congratulations!

Farm Family Runs
Three Generations Deep

By Charlotte Purdy
In the mid-1940s, Keneth Smith began farming and set a path of 

farming traditions that would carry on for many generations, in-
cluding this year’s Farm Family. With thousands of acres of farm-
land in the Tichnor area, Keneth took up farming and when Larry, 
his son, was old enough to work on the farm, he began working 
right alongside his dad. 

Then, in 1974, Larry took over as the lead farmer to give Keneth 
a break. However, Keneth never truly slowed down and was always 
out on the farm, from daylight to dark, making sure that everything 
was running smoothly. Keneth would brag on Larry anytime any-
one asked how he was doing on the farm, and he knew that the farm 
was in good hands!

A few years after Larry took over, Daniel was born and as soon as 
he could walk he wanted to be out playing in the dirt on the farm, 
or riding on the tractor and combine with his dad. Although Daniel 
grew up on the farm, in high school he had other ideas for his fu-
ture. After graduating college, he just knew that he had to get back 
to his roots, right there in Tichnor on the farm.

The history of the Smith family farm is more than just three gen-
erations farming the same grounds. All three generations have been 
named Farm Family of the Year and over the years since the mid-
1940s, the Smith family has made friends that will last a lifetime, 
continued to improve their farming practices, and have set an ex-
ample of how families continue to work together to produce excel-
lent crops!
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to the smith family!to the smith family!
CongratulationsCongratulations

CONGRATULATIONS, SMITH FAMILY!

The Daniel Smith Family pictured with Craig Coleman, John Segars, and Scott Patterson.

1680 S. Jackson, DeWitt, Arkansas

(870) 551-7022 



South Arkansas County Farm Family
Thursday, October 6, 2022  • The DeWitt Era-Enterprise • www.dewitt-ee.com16

- Well Deserved Honor -- Well Deserved Honor -    

CONGRATULATIONS,CONGRATULATIONS,  
SMITH FAMILY!SMITH FAMILY!

Congratulations
to the Daniel Smith 

Family!

Jeremy Cox, Agent • Tina Cox, Broker
Jason Cox, Land Agent

136 Court Square • DeWitt
870-946-0131

 
 

South Arkansas County
1957-W.W Turner, Tichnor  & Clifford Jacobs, 

Bayou Meto  
1958-W.E. Vansickle, Tichnor  & George Millik-

en, Bayou Meto           
1959-
1960-William Mommsen, Almyra
1961-Elmer Ferguson, DeWitt
1962-Tom Hasty, Crocketts Bluff
1963-Herbert Holzhauer, Gillett
1964-Emmet Almond, Van
1965-Denny Hudspeth, DeWitt
1966-Frank C. Wolfe, Gillett
1967-Bill Rasco, DeWitt
1968-Bill Dupslaff, St. Charles
1969-Johnny Holzhauer, Gillett
1970-L.W. Schlenker, Tichnor
1971-Charles H. Miller, DeWitt
1972-Darrell Richter, Gillett
1973-Mark Berry, DeWitt
1974-Waymon Hornbeck, DeWitt ***
1975-James C. Place, DeWitt **

1976-Billy C. Boyd, DeWitt ***
1977-Donnie Stroh, DeWitt
1978-Marion Berry, Gillett
1979-Sam Vittitow, DeWitt ***
1980-Keneth Smith, Tichnor **
1981-Bill Wallace, Gillett
1982-Eddie Lumsden, DeWitt
1983-John Cover, Gillett
1984-Dickie Allen, DeWitt
1985-Charles Rodgers, Dewitt ***
1986- Walt Lowe, Gillett
1987-Terry Turner, DeWitt
1988-Jerry Fly, DeWitt
1989-Dan Eldridge, DeWitt
1990-Richard Gordon, Gillett
1991-Shawn Hudspeth, DeWitt
1992 Billy Gene Eason, DeWitt
1993-Larry Smith, Tichnor
1994-Jeff Hornbeck, DeWitt
1995-Keith Patterson, DeWitt ***
1996-Dennis Dixon, Tichnor
1997-Terry Whiting, Tichnor ***
1998-Mark Simpson, DeWitt/Van
1999-Wilber Joe McLain, DeWitt ***
2000-Mark Hargrove, DeWitt
2001-Drew Counce, DeWitt/Crocketts Bluff
2002-Jerry Rodgers, DeWitt

2003-Sammy Ray Whiting, Tichnor
2004-Danny Hearn, DeWitt
2005-Mitch Miller, DeWitt
2006-Thayn Morton, DeWitt
2007-Frankie Hargrove, DeWitt
2008-J & M Farms (Jody Holzhauer & Mike Dod-

son), Gillett ***
2009-Mibek Farms (Michael & Becky Knoll), De-

Witt ***
2010-David Neal, DeWitt
2011-Heath Long, Tichnor **
2012-Jared Holzhauer, Gillett
2013-Lance Padgett, Ethel
2014-Sloan Hampton, Hagler ***
2015-Greg, Julie, Jack and Ben Hackney, Gillett***
2016-Scott and Karen Place, Gillett
2017-James and Eddie Phillips, Crocketts Bluff
2018-Deane and Tawana Watson Farm Partner-

ship, St. Charles***
2019-Gary and Megan Padgett, Almyra
2020- Turner IV Farms
2021- Jay and Megan McLain 
2022- Daniel and Haley Smith 

** Indicates State Winner,  *** Indicates District 
Winner

Arkansas County Farm Family 
of the Year Honorees
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Congratulations 
to the Daniel and 

Haley Smith 
Family! 

YOUNG'S REFRIGERATION 
AND ELECTRIC

Monty and Tricia Young

Service is the Difference!Service is the Difference!  
1614 S. Whitehead Drive

(870) 946-4211 

Congratulations, Smith Family!

CONGRATULATIONS
Daniel & Haley Smith of LOWDOH Farm Partnership

Operating, Equipment and Real Estate Loans

Follow us on social media @AgHeritageFCS | agheritage.com

2022 South Arkansas County Farm Family of the Year

1102 E. 22nd Street | Stuttgart, AR  72160 | (870) 673-1558 | (800) 689-1307

The Arkansas Farm 
Family of the Year pro-
gram was started in 1947 
to recognize the impor-
tance of the farm fami-
ly and agriculture in the 
continuing development 
of the state. It is the lon-
gest running farm family 
recognition program in 
the country. 

The primary emphasis 
of the program is recog-
nizing county farm fami-
lies and the importance of 
agriculture in the county. 
The specific objectives of 
the program are, first, to 
recognize and encourage 
farm families who are do-
ing an outstanding job in 
farming, homemaking, 
and community leader-
ship; second, to highlight 
the importance of agricul-
ture to the economy of the 
community and the state; 
and third, to disseminate 

information on improved 
farm practices and effec-
tive farm and home man-
agement. The selection 
of district families and a 
state family is incidental 
to the county recognition. 
County families, district 
families, and the state 
family are not referred to 
as “winners,” as this is not 
supposed to be a compe-
tition but a recognition 
program. 

Any farm family may 
be considered by county 
committees to represent 
their county in the an-
nual program. Commit-
tees usually are made up 
of the county extension 
agent, the publisher of 
the county newspapers 
(or publishers, if there 
are more than one), and 
other people working in 
or otherwise interested 
in agriculture. Commit-

tees select families in June 
and July to represent their 
counties. Each family fills 
out a comprehensive re-
port book, covering their 
history of farming expe-
rience, farm production 
(crops, livestock, pas-
tures, marketing), farm 
and family financial man-
agement (record keep-
ing system, managing 
expenses, financial man-
agement), environmental 
and conservation efforts 
(energy management), 
family life (foods, home 
improvements, home fur-
nishings, energy manage-
ment, clothing, landscap-
ing), and leadership and 
community service. 

Three person judging 
teams usually visit every 
county farm family with-
in eight districts (eight to 
ten counties) over three 
days in August to select 

District Farm Families of 
the Year. Then, in Septem-
ber, another three person 
team visits each of the 
eight District Farm Fam-
ilies over four days and 
selects one of them as the 
State Farm Family of the 
Year. The announcement 
is usually made the first 
or second Friday in De-
cember, Arkansas Farm 
Family Day.

Ross Mauney, who 
joined Arkansas Power 
and Light (AP&L—now 
known as Entergy) from 
the County Extension 
Service, is given credit 
for starting the agricul-
ture program that led to 
today’s Arkansas Farm 
Family of the Year pro-
gram. His idea was to 
promote agriculture in 
the state as a natural out-
growth of AP&L’s build-
ing power lines in rural 
Arkansas. Most other 
states had some sort of 
agriculture program, but 
Arkansas did not. The Ar-
kansas Press Association 
(APA) joined AP&L as an 
original cosponsor. Oth-
er cosponsors were vari-
ous divisions of the Unit-
ed States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), the 
University of Arkansas 
Cooperative Extension 
Services (UACES), and 

the Arkansas Department 
of Workforce Education. 
In 2003, the Arkansas 
Farm Bureau was add-
ed as a cosponsor, and in 
2005, it became one of the 
lead sponsors, with APA 
and Entergy. Late in 2006, 
the three farm credit ser-
vices in Arkansas joined 
the program as sponsors. 

The original program 
was called the Arkansas 
Balanced Farm Program. 
There were three divi-
sions: Tenant and Share-
cropper, Landowner, and 
Plantation. In addition, 
tenants and sharecroppers 
had a Home Improve-
ment Division. The first 
place in the Landowner 
Division was considered 
the Arkansas State Farm 
Family of the Year. In 
1960, this multidivision-
al format was abandoned 
as too complicated, and 
the several divisions were 
combined into one, the 
present format. There was 
a separate Negro Division 
of the original program, 
but it was discontinued in 
the mid1960s. 

The annual Farm Fam-
ily Day has been officially 
proclaimed by each gov-
ernor, from year to year. 
The day usually consists 
of slides shown of each 
county farm family in the 

morning, an awards lun-
cheon honoring the eight 
district farm families and 
announcing the state fam-
ily, and a reception with 
the governor in the after-
noon. The day’s activities 
were held for many years 
at a Little Rock (Pulaski 
County) hotel. In 1980, 
when the 4-H Education-
al Center was completed 
near Ferndale (Pulaski 
County), west of Little 
Rock, the day’s activities 
were moved there and 
have been held there ever 
since. 

In late 2006, the Arkan-
sas Farm Family of the 
Year program joined the 
Southeastern Farmer of 
the Year program. That 
program, established in 
1990, now has ten partic-
ipating states (Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Geor-
gia, Kentucky, Mississip-
pi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, and 
Virginia). The Arkansas 
State Farm Family will be 
eligible for the regional 
program, which awards 
cash prizes to state final-
ists and to the regional 
farmer of the year. The 
regional family is an-
nounced each October at 
the annual Sunbelt Ag-
ricultural Exposition in 
Moultrie, Georgia. 
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Congratulations
to this year's South 

Arkansas County 
Farm Family

 
The Daniel and 

Haley Smith 
Family

 
A well deserved honor!

www.morriscropmarketing.com

870-338-1385

Ruffin & Sons 
Well Drilling

(870) 946-3439

Congratulations 
to the Daniel Smith Family!

We appreciate your 
business, and look 

forward to serving you 
in the future! 

 
Noah Ruffin with one of the wells on the Smith family farm.  


