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CONGRATULATIONS, 
TO OUR NORTH 

ARKANSAS COUNTY 
FARM FAMILY! 

1616 US HIGHWAY 79 SOUTH 
STUTTGART, ARKANSAS 72160 (870) 673 4411

Jackie and Duffie Banks 
Joint Venture

BANKS
FAMILY
B y  K a l e y  J o  B a k e r  
P h o t o g r a p h s  b y  K a l e y  J o  B a k e r  
a n d  t h e  B a n k s  F a m i l y
D e s i g n  l a y o u t  b y  H a l e y  W a t k i n s

R E A D  I N S I D E  T O  M E E T  T H E
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Jackie and Duffie Banks Joint Ven-
ture currently operates 3,485 acres of 
crops with 1,285 of that being rice, 1,700 
being soybeans, and 500 acres of corn. 
Throughout the years of farming, Jackie 
and Jake haven’t been much on the corn 
bandwagon, but this year they have their 
first crop of corn. 

When Duffie married Jackie, she 
said she didn’t know she was marrying 
a farmer. Jackie worked as a banker in 
accounting for many years prior to go-
ing into farming full time. Though he 
farmed part time for many years, it came 
to a point in life where he needed to 
make a decision to do one or the other. 
Working all day at the bank and work-
ing half the night on the farm started to 
catch up to him quickly he said. It was a 
lot of long, hard nights, but he’s thankful 
because of where he is at in his life right 
now. 

Jackie grew up on a bean and cotton 
farm in Cotton Plant, Arkansas and has 
been farming for as long as he can re-
member. His son, Jake has been driving 
a tractor since he was just 5 years old. It 
is no doubt that the entire Banks fami-
ly are driven, hardworking individuals. 
“We are a team…it just works,” said Duf-
fie. 

Duffie typically keeps the home fires 
burning and does a lot of traveling with 
their daughter, Emma doing travel soft-
ball. Sports are a big part of their family 
and you notice that upon first impres-
sion! 

Please continue reading our 2022 
North Arkansas County Farm Family of 
the Year edition to learn more about the 
Banks family. We hope you enjoy read-
ing this edition as much as we enjoyed 
putting it together for you. 

Congratulations to the Banks Family!

Ward Landlevelers
870-992-3339
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Congratulations, Jackie Banks Family!  
2022 North Arkansas2022 North Arkansas  

County Farm FamilyCounty Farm Family

1408 Military Road • Stuttgart 
(870) 673-1756
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Congratulations to the Jackie BanksCongratulations to the Jackie Banks  
Family for being selected North ArkansasFamily for being selected North Arkansas  

County Farm Family of the Year!County Farm Family of the Year!  

I TAKE CARE OF IT LIKE IT IS 
MY OWN

In the words of Jackie Banks
Written by Kaley Jo Baker

In my life, all I have really known is farming even 
though I haven’t always been a “farmer”. After High 
School, my dad pushed me away from farming due to 
the industry going downhill at the time and I ended 
up attending Hendrix College, graduating with an ac-
counting degree in 1990. 

We had some land that I dabbled in while work-
ing for an insurance company in Brinkley and a few 
years after I began working at Shelter Insurance, Farm 
Credit Services opened and I began my journey there. 
Even though I wasn’t doing a whole lot of farming in 
itself, I was still connected to it and that was rewarding 
in itself. Things don’t always happen overnight… My 
momma always said that things happen when the tim-
ing is good – and she was exactly right. 

Duffie and I married in 1998 and while working at 
Farm Credit Services, I was offered a job at First United 
Bank. At the time, Duffie had a good job at Cash River 
Wildlife Refuge in DesArc and I was happy where I was 
at. I had pretty much built that business and I wasn’t 
ready to leave it. I told the bank I wasn’t interested and 
they asked me to just shoot them an offer. After much 
discussion, I gave them my offer and told them that is 
what it would take for me to uproot my life and accept 
that job. We never dreamed they would accept it, but 
I soon got a call letting me know that if I was ready, I 
was going to be hired as an Agricultural Loan Officer. 

The first year of my career at First United Bank, it 
sold to Bancorp South. You can probably only imagine 
the way that made us feel. What was going to happen? 
Was I going to be without a job? Would they still want 
me as a loan officer? Thankfully they did and I was 
there for many years moving from Agricultural Loan 
Officer to Executive Vice President. 

What a lot of people probably don’t know about me, 
I worked as a banker during the day and a farmer at 
night. I was able to pick up some land from John Baker 
for Duffie’s father during a rough patch in his farming 

career and after some health issues I took that over in 
Monroe County. Baker had a renter for several years 
and told me that if they wanted it back after a year, he 
was going to give it back to them….and I stopped him 
and said if you will let us farm this ground, you won’t 
ever want to give it back—here we are, 20 something 
years later. We now farm over 3,000 acres with a few 
different land owners and I try to take care of it as if it 
was my own. 

We moved to Stuttgart in 2000 and we lived right in 
the middle of town. I never saw my family much, but 
Duffie was always understanding and we made it work. 
I was doing what I loved, and part of her happiness is 
seeing the people she loves, doing what they love. Ear-
ly one morning I was walking levees out here by our 
house on Slaughterhouse. The porch light was on and 
I noticed a for sale sign leaned up against the door… I 
waited around until normal hours and walked up to it 
first thing and asked them if it was really for sale. And 
it was… we purchased our current house and my fam-
ily was finally able to move to the farm. 

It came to a point in my banking career that I was 
either going to have to do one of two things… move 
up in the banking world and put on a suit and tie each 
day or I was going to have to resign and become a full-
time farmer. I was taking care of 121 million dollars in 
loans for farmers. Why can’t I take care of myself? It 
was perfect timing to make the change if I was going to 
do it, as the stock market had crashed, regulations were 
changing, and the banking world was getting harder. 
A lot of the people that we had usually told yes to, was 
about to get told no. Coming from not a lot, looking at 
the opportunities ahead, and having the drive to do it 
– I knew that this was the window to finally get ahead. 
When I turned in my resignation, it was a shock to the 
entire town. 

Since then, I have been farming alongside my son 
Jake and we currently have a few helpers, Duffie’s dad-

dy Charles Burrow, Lee Cruthis, and Lonnie Warren 
that works alongside us on the farm as well. We have 
made a lot of changes throughout the years, bettering 
all of our land to the best of our ability and taking care 
of it as if it was my own. We haven’t always had it easy, 
and still to this day what we do isn’t easy. I started off 
farming with my daddy using syphon tubes in canals 
and hard gated pipe. My dad started off with two row 
equipment back in the day and his daddy farmed with 
mules. I have always said that if something ever hap-
pened to me, I want Jake to know how to do this. He 
was like a sponge and was getting it from both sides. 
My family and Duffie’s family. Now he is running the 
equipment nearly better than I am. 

Even though this year has been a trying year with 
the drought, the price inflation of farming necessities, 
and fuel prices… we have overcome a lot of obstacles 
to get to where we are now. And for that, I am grateful

Photo By Hollee Davis
The Banks Farm Crew: Lonnie Warren, Jackie Banks, 
Jake Banks, Charles Burrow and Lee Cruthis 
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We are a Team
By Duffie Banks

2022 BancorpSouth Bank, a division of Cadence Bank, All rights reserved. Member FDIC 

412 S Main St| Stuttgart, AR 72160
Phone: (870) 673-3545 

CONNECT WITH US TODAY.
ONLINE | MOBILE | ATM | BRANCH 

BancorpSouth.com/FindALocation

Congratulations!
to the 

Jackie and Duffie Banks Family
North Arkansas County Farm Family of the Year

Jackie BanksJackie Banks  
Family!Family!

CONGRATULATIONS,CONGRATULATIONS,

- Well Deserved Honor -- Well Deserved Honor -    

CONGRATULATIONS,CONGRATULATIONS,  
BANKS FAMILY!BANKS FAMILY!

First of all, no one is more deserving of this hon-
or than Jackie and Jake. They are so deserving and I 
am so proud of them.

Being a farmer’s wife is not the life I imagined 
I would have at all. I married a banker…a loan of-
ficer, not a farmer. One thing I did recognize im-
mediately about Jackie was his passion for farming. 
He was always a farmer at heart, no matter what he 
was doing in life. Even though I never imagined this 
life, I would not change it for anything! God knew 
exactly what life he had planned for us, and I am so 
thankful. 

As most know, farming is not an easy lifestyle. 
There is lots of hard work, lots of long days, but it 
is all so rewarding. It has allowed us to have a lot of 
family time, but it also has come with a lot of sac-
rifices. 

As a family, we are a team. No matter what, 
through good times and bad…and most people 
probably don’t know that we have had a lot of bad, 
we always say, “There is no I in team, we are a team 
together.” Team work makes the dream work. 

Jackie takes care of the farm and I take care of 
the rest. That is how we have always operated and it 
just works for us. For me, my family is everything to 
me… Family is a gift, so always take care of it! 

Nothing is more satisfying than watching some-
one you love do what they love – and that is watch-
ing Jackie and Jake farm and watching Emma play 
softball. It is so rewarding. We have a wonderful life 
and God has been so good to us and we are so bless-
ed! 
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Chris Allen
Shelter Insurance

1105 S. Main St.,
Stuttgart

870-673-2874 

From the kitchen 
of the late 
Charlene Burrow, 
Duffie Banks' 
grandmother.

F A M I L Y  R E C I P E S
1974 Strawberry Jello Cake 
1 Pkg White Cake Mix 
½ Cup Water 
4 Eggs 
1 Box Strawberry Jello 
2/3 Cup Wesson Oil 
2/3 Cup Strawberries 
Place cake mix and jello into large mixing bowl. Add eggs, 

water, oil and beat. Add Strawberries and beat. Pour into 2 
greased pans and bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes or until 
done.

Icing 
1 Pound Box Powdered Sugar = 2 cups 
½ Stick Margarine
½ Cup Strawberries
Mix together until creamy and smooth and spread on 

cake. 

“The cookies the kids love and Jake likes to help make,” 
Grandma Charlene Burrow. 

Easy Cookies
1 Box of Chocolate Cake Mix 
½ Cup Peanut Butter 
¼ Cup of Oil 
2 Eggs
Mix together with a spoon. Dough will be stiff. Roll in ½” 

balls with your hand and place on a cookie sheet. Bake at 350 
for 10 minutes. (Mine was done in 7 minutes at 325. Makes 
4.5 dozen. 

(Mash each one with a fork to flatten out before baking) 

My Rice Pudding 
1 ½ Cup of Rice 
3 Cups of Water and a Pinch of Salt
After it comes to a boil, cook on low for about 15 minutes 

covered. It should make 4 cups of cooked rice. 
Add 2 cups of sugar, 2 cups of milk, 3 eggs, 3 tablespoons 

margarine, 2 teaspoons vanilla, ¼ teaspoon nutmeg, 1 cup 
rasisins (optional)

Bake in a 10 x 10 baking dish at 325 for about 45-50 min-
utes. 

(I use pet milk; 1 cup milk and 1 cup of water = 2 cups) 
Tip: If your raisins are hard and stick together, put them 

in a cup and cover with water and microwave for 1 minute 
and let set a few minutes

Charlene’s Chicken and Rice
1 Cup Rice 
2 Cup Water or Milk
1 Cup Crème of Chicken Soup 
Mix together well.
1 package of chicken breasts or tenders. Salt and pepper.
Spray a baking dish, pour rice mixture in dish and lay 

chicken on top. Bake uncovered at 350 for 1 hour. 

Broccoli Casserole
1 lb Ground Meat
½ Pound Sausage (Optional)
¾ Cup Chopped Onion 
½ Cup Chopped Bell Pepper 
½ Cup Chopped Celery
Brown all of this together
2 Cups of Cooked Rice 
1 Package Frozen Broccolli (cooked until tender) 
1 Can Cream of Chicken Soup 
Layer meat, rice and soup mixture in a casserole dish. 

Layer broccoli and layer the rest of the meat and rice mixture 
over the broccoli. Bake at 350 for about 25 to 30 minutes. 
Add a few slices of cheese on top if you like when you take it 
out of the oven. 

Sugar Cookies
1 Cup Butter
1 ½ Cup Sugar
2 Eggs
1 Teaspoon Vanilla
Mix these ingredients together. 
2 ¾ Cup Flour 
2 Teaspoon Cream of Tartar
1 Teaspoon Soda
½ Teaspoon Salt 
Sift these ingredients together. 
Stir flour mixture into egg mixture and roll into balls or 

roll out a little mixture at a time for cutouts on a flowers 
surface. (chill mixture until cold if using for cutouts) Bake 
at 325. No exact time, but I do NOT let the edge get brown. 

Icing:
Powdered sugar
Add water until desired consistency 
Food coloring or sprinkles of choice

My Peach Cobbler
1 Big Can Peaches (29 oz) 
1 Cup of Sugar 
1 Teaspoon Almond Extract
*Cut the peaches in small pieces and microwave about 8 

minutes or until heated through
9 x 13 
Dough or Batter
1 Cup Sugar 
1 Cup Self Rising Flower
1 Teaspoon Almond Extract
2/3 Cup Milk
Mix this together and pour dough over a stick of melted 

margarine. Put the peaches on top of the batter/dough and 
spoon the peaches around over the whole pan. Pour the juice 
on top. DO NOT STIR. Bake in a 350 degree oven for 30-35 
minutes or until golden brown. The batter will rise to the top 
and be brown. 

CONGRATULATIONS, 
to our

North Arkansas County Farm

Family of the Year!

1-888-BAPTIST • baptist-health.com
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 From The Kitchen of the Late Charlene Burrow
By Duffie Banks

 Grandma Charlene Burrow… what can I not say about this woman? She meant so 

much to me. She played a huge role in my life growing up. She taught me to love God, 

take care of your family, count your blessings and be a good person. She led by example 

everyday of her life. She was the most selfless, wonderful person I’ve ever known. 

 She loved to cook for her family. We ate at her house everyday growing up and I have so 

many wonderful memories of her in her kitchen cooking and gathered around her table. 

 She was the best cook and loved looking for new recipes to cook for her family, even 

adding things to make them her own. I on the other hand did not receive the “love to 

cook” gene; However, I do cook for my family even though I don’t enjoy it the way she 

did. I would love to dedicate this recipe section to her. She would have been so proud and I

know she would have called me with ideas of what recipes I should use…So I am using 

hers and continue to follow her recipes to this day. 

Congratulations, Banks Family!
2022 North Arkansas County2022 North Arkansas County  

Farm Family of the YearFarm Family of the Year  
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E M M A  B A N K S
B Y  K A L E Y  J O  B A K E R

Emma Banks is a 17 year old Stutt-
gart High School Senior. The most 
crucial thing to know about Emma 
is her passion for softball. Right off 
the bat, when speaking to the Banks 
family, you can tell just how import-
ant softball is in their lives. From 
competing in beauty pageants and 
winning Miss SHS 2022, to playing 
for Lady Dukes Lamar in North Car-
olina and for the Lady Ricebirds, her 
passion and dedication doesn’t go 
unnoticed for any type of competi-
tion. 

“Earlier this year we thought we 
would just enter the pageant, but lit-

tle did we know that Emma would 
win it. Her passion has always been 
more on the sports end of compe-
titions, but we are glad she decided 
to do it and experience it,” said her 
mother, Duffie. 

Emma was on the Arkansas All 
Preps Underclassmen Team in 2021 
and on the Arkansas All Preps 2nd 
Team in 2022.  Senior year is a busy 
time for all, but Emma plans to give 
it all she has got in hopes of playing 
college softball in the future. 

 “We spend a lot of time traveling 
around playing ball,” Emma said. “It 
helps me get the experience and I 

also enjoy getting to experience that 
time with my mom.”

When Emma is not doing what 
she loves the most, she enjoys going 
to the lake with family and friends, 
she loves taking photos, most es-
pecially of the beautiful Arkansas 
County sunsets, she hangs out with 
her friends, and plays with their dogs. 

Her mom said if there are a few 
words to describe Emma as a whole, 
she is a hard worker and very driven. 
“I think that just comes with how 
we have raised our children – we 
are thankful to have such wonderful 
kids,” Duffie said. 

Congratulations to our 2022

North Arkansas County 

Farm Family of the Year!  

Jackie and Duffie Banks 
Joint Venture

Family Dental 
Associates

1703 South Whitehead 
Drive • DeWitt
(870) 946-4564 

Allen & Hestir 
Dental

2702 South Main 
Street • Stuttgart

(870) 673-7181 

Banks Family Continue to Improve Farm 
Practices and Equipment

By Kaley Jo Baker 
There are dozens of spe-

cialty crops, and differ-
ent crops require different 
amounts of pesticide spray 
to achieve effective pest or 
disease control.  Pesticide 
applications are considered 
significant during the plant 
protection practices in all 

agriculture. 
The Banks family pur-

chased their own ground rig 
recently to accommodate 
the needs of their farm. It 
is convenient to use at any 
time, night or day and gets 
the job done quickly.

“It has saved us some 
money for sure,” said Jack-

ie. “It also has kept us more 
on track with the things that 
needs spraying.” 

Ground rigs can cover 
more work in less time, and 
the efficient use of pesticides 
can be helpful to control 
pests and diseases to in-
crease crop yields. 
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Congratulations, Banks Family!Congratulations, Banks Family!

Banks family pictured with Agent, Casey Sieber. 

1710  S. Whitehead Drive
DeWitt, AR 72042

(870) 946- 3501

2024 S. Buerkle
Stuttgart, AR 72160

(870) 673-1651

EmmaEmmaEmma
Emma has made many  tractor 
rides throughout her 17 years. 

Emma wins 2022 Miss SHS Emma has her own pitching set up in their 
shop outside their house to practice. 

Emma doing what she does best!

Couldn’t help but take a nap one 
evening from back in the day. 

 Emma with one of their pups. 
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1910 S. Park Avenue Stuttgart, AR 72160  • (870) 673-3126

2022 North Arkansas County Farm Family of the Year

JAKE
BANKS

By Kaley Jo Baker
From Farming, to hunting, to fishing, Jake Banks is a 

very active 21-year-old. Graduating from Stuttgart High 
School in 2020, where he played baseball and was an all- 
state player, Banks furthered his education right here at 
home at Phillips Community College in Stuttgart. 

“I knew what I wanted to do ever since I was little. 
But I also knew I needed to go to some sort of school 
after I graduated,” said Jake. 

Jake knew what he wanted to do for the rest of his life, 
and didn’t feel the need to go off out of town for college. 
He was able to get his degree all the while helping his 
father on the farm doing what he loves. 

When Jake is not farming, he loves to hunt, fish, and 
go to the lake. He also enjoys spending time with his 
girlfriend, Piper.

His dog Duece is a huge fan of swimming in their 
pool. In the evenings, Jake throws a toy all the while 
Duece jumps in and out of the pool chasing it. 

You can find Jake spending time with his father, Jack-
ie most days and his Papaw Charles Burrow.

When speaking to Jake and his family, it was quick-
ly realized that he is not like most 21-year-olds. “He is 
driven, he’s a hard worker, and I’m so proud of him,” said 
his mom, Duffie.  Jake has what one would call an “Old 
Soul”. He is a young person, who demonstrates great 
maturity, understanding of everything around him and 
a seriousness of a much older person.  

Jake began driving a tractor at just five years old and 
he hasn’t stopped since. 
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CONGRATULATIONS
Jackie & Duffie Banks of Jackie & Duffie Banks Joint Venture

Operating, Equipment and Real Estate Loans

Follow us on social media @AgHeritageFCS | agheritage.com

2022 North Arkansas County Farm Family of the Year

1102 E. 22nd Street | Stuttgart, AR  72160 | (870) 673-1558 | (800) 689-1307

From your friends at

Throwing it back, Jake can be seen “pouting” 
because he couldn’t ride the tractor that day.

That is a big catch! 

Jake’s first time driving a combine

Below: When Jake was just a young boy, he was driving a grain cart “on the 
go.” 
“I pulled up next to him to unload the combine and he got on the walky 
talky and said, no! This isn’t the way you do it.. and threw it in the floor 
board of the tractor.” I said, “Then put the thing in gear and lets go….. and 
off we went,” said his dad, Jackie. 

Streamlines Fitness &Tanning 
1424 S. Main, Stuttgart

870-673-4610

Congratulations to the Jackie & 
Duffie Banks Family!

Fern and Feather
403 S. Main St., Stuttgart 72160 • (870) 673-2656

The Fern and Feather family would like to congratulate

the Jackie and Duffie Banks family

on being selected as the North Arkansas County Farm 

Family of the Year! 
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The faith family of 
FBC Stuttgart would like to 

extend our congratulations to 

Jackie, Duffie, 
Jake & Emma Banks 

on being selected North Arkansas 
County Farm Family of the Year. 

Congratulations

Banks
Family

We appreciate your business!

C&B Drilling 
1400 S. Park Ave., Stuttgart

870-673-6221 

Congratulations!
North Arkansas County Farm 

Family of the Year 

From your friends at 
Larry Fletcher Trucking

L-R: Jake Banks, Larry Fletcher, & Jackie Banks

Congratulations on this 
well deserved honor! 

 We are so proud of you! 

Terri Mckee 
& Kathy McNay

Jeremy Cox, Agent • Tina Cox, Broker
Jason Cox, Land Agent

136 Court Square • DeWitt
870-946-0131

North Arkansas County Farm Family of the Year Honorees
1957- Glen Grandgeorge
1958- Charles Hoskyn
1959- Ralph Crum, Hum-

phrey
1960- Billy Burkett
1961- Raymond (Babe) 

Schwartz
1962- Herman Conra, Al-

myra ***
1963- Donald Beverly
1964- Nicky Hargrove
1965- Tommy Hillman 
1966- Webster Hillman 
1967- Leon Goetz
1968- Howard Hammans
1969- E.R. (Babe) Dabbs
1970- Ray Lockhart
1971- John Ed Tarkington
1972- James Oliver 
1973- Donald Oliver **
1974   

 
1975- Curtis Siems
1976- Tommy Hasty
1977- Roland Endres 
1978- Jimmy Green
1979- Jerry Hoskyn 

1980- Bud McCollum 
1981- Bobby Frizzell 

*** 
1982- Ronnie Bauman ***
1983- Billy Green
1984- David Hillman
1985- Gary Sebree
1986- Tommy Hoskyn
1987- Gregory Fischer
1988- Bill Keller
1989- Roland Curtis
1990- Tom Roth
1991- Jerry Burkett
1992- Eddie Siems
1993- Johnnie Longnecker 

& Sons
1994- Duke McDougall
1995- Tom Dierks
1996- Thomas Bormann
1997- Hank Bueker
1998- Tony Davis
1999- Terry Dabbs 
2000- Ronnie Rutherford
2001- Richie Hildebrand
2002- Walter Hillman 
2003- Jay Coker
2004- Dusty Hoskyn

2005- John Ed Tarkington/
Sons: Triple T Farms ***  
2006- Michael Maier

2007- Bohanan Ag (Monty 
& Derek)

2008- Gary Wilks
2009- Brandon Bauman***
2010- Stephen Hoskyn
2011- Bruce Davis 
2012- Stoney Fortune
2013- Dale Leder
2014- Greg Fischer
2015- David Rabeneck
2016- Taylor Burdett
2017- Jason Smith/Chris 

Dixon
2018- Jordan Maier ***
2019- Cris Simpson 
2020- Trey Daniel
2021- Kirk Keller
2022- Jackie and Duffie 

Banks Joint Venture 
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WE CAN'T THINK OF A FAMILY MORE 
DESERVING OF THIS SPECIAL HONOR!  

GUS AND BARBARA HENSIEK

Congratulations, Banks Family! 

Congrats!Congrats!     

FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT 

2022 North Arkansas County 
Farm Family of the Year

CUSTOM METAL FABRICATION
1506 South Wood Street • Stuttgart, AR

870-673-7226

Arkansas Farm Family of the Year Program 
As printed from The Encyclopedia of Arkansas History & Culture website 

The Arkansas Farm Fam-
ily of the Year program was 
started in 1947 to recognize 
the importance of the farm 
family and agriculture in the 
continuing development of 
the state. It is the longest run-
ning farm family recognition 
program in the country. 

The primary emphasis of 
the program is recognizing 
county farm families and the 
importance of agriculture in 
the county. The specific objec-
tives of the program are, first, 
to recognize and encourage 
farm families who are doing 
an outstanding job in farm-
ing, homemaking, and com-
munity leadership; second, to 
highlight the importance of 
agriculture to the economy of 
the community and the state; 
and third, to disseminate in-
formation on improved farm 
practices and effective farm 
and home management. The 
selection of district families 
and a state family is inciden-
tal to the county recognition. 
County families, district fam-
ilies, and the state family are 
not referred to as “winners,” 
as this is not supposed to be 
a competition but a recogni-
tion program. 

Any farm family may be 
considered by county com-
mittees to represent their 
county in the annual pro-
gram. Committees usually 
are made up of the county ex-
tension agent, the publisher 
of the county newspapers (or 
publishers, if there are more 
than one), and other people 
working in or otherwise in-

terested in agriculture. Com-
mittees select families in June 
and July to represent their 
counties. Each family fills 
out a comprehensive report 
book, covering their history 

of farming experience, farm 
production (crops, livestock, 
pastures, marketing), farm 
and family financial manage-
ment (record keeping system, 
managing expenses, financial 
management), environmen-
tal and conservation efforts 
(energy management), family 
life (foods, home improve-

ments, home furnishings, en-
ergy management, clothing, 
landscaping), and leadership 
and community service. 

Three person judging 
teams usually visit every 

county farm family within 
eight districts (eight to ten 
counties) over three days in 
August to select District Farm 
Families of the Year. Then, 
in September, another three 
person team visits each of the 
eight District Farm Families 
over four days and selects 
one of them as the State Farm 

Family of the Year. The an-
nouncement is usually made 
the first or second Friday in 
December, Arkansas Farm 
Family Day. District and 
State judging were hindered 

this year due to COVID-19. 
Families were instead judged 
by their farm family booklets 
this year. 

Ross Mauney, who joined 
Arkansas Power and Light 
(AP&L—now known as En-
tergy) from the County Ex-
tension Service, is given cred-
it for starting the agriculture 

program that led to today’s 
Arkansas Farm Family of the 
Year program. His idea was 
to promote agriculture in the 
state as a natural outgrowth 
of AP&L’s building power 

lines in rural Arkansas. Most 
other states had some sort of 
agriculture program, but Ar-
kansas did not. The Arkan-
sas Press Association (APA) 
joined AP&L as an original 
cosponsor. Other cosponsors 
were various divisions of the 
United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA), the 
University of Arkansas Co-
operative Extension Services 
(UACES), and the Arkansas 
Department of Workforce 
Education. In 2003, the Ar-
kansas Farm Bureau was 
added as a cosponsor, and 
in 2005, it became one of the 
lead sponsors, with APA and 
Entergy. Late in 2006, the 
three farm credit services in 
Arkansas joined the program 
as sponsors. 

The original program was 
called the Arkansas Balanced 
Farm Program. There were 

three divisions: Tenant and 
Sharecropper, Landowner, 
and Plantation. In addition, 
tenants and sharecroppers 
had a Home Improvement 
Division. The first place in 
the Landowner Division was 
considered the Arkansas 
State Farm Family of the Year. 
In 1960, this multidivisional 
format was abandoned as too 
complicated, and the sever-
al divisions were combined 
into one, the present format. 
There was a separate Negro 
Division of the original pro-
gram, but it was discontinued 
in the mid1960s. 

The annual Farm Fam-
ily Day has been officially 
proclaimed by each gover-
nor, from year to year. The 
day usually consists of slides 
shown of each county farm 
family in the morning, an 
awards luncheon honoring 
the eight district farm fam-
ilies and announcing the 
state family, and a reception 
with the governor in the af-
ternoon. The day’s activities 
were held for many years at a 
Little Rock (Pulaski County) 
hotel. In 1980, when the 4-H 
Educational Center was com-
pleted near Ferndale (Pu-
laski County), west of Little 
Rock, the day’s activities were 
moved there and have been 
held there ever since. 

In late 2006, the Arkansas 
Farm Family of the Year pro-
gram joined the Southeastern 
Farmer of the Year program. 
That program, established 
in 1990, now has ten par-
ticipating states (Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, and Virginia). The 
Arkansas State Farm Family 
will be eligible for the region-
al program, which awards 
cash prizes to state finalists 
and to the regional farmer of 
the year. The regional family 
is announced each October at 
the annual Sunbelt Agricul-
tural Exposition in Moultrie, 
Georgia. 

521 South Park Avenue
Stuttgart, AR 72160

(870) 673-3502 

Congratulations,Congratulations,    Jackie and DuffieJackie and Duffie  
Banks Family!Banks Family!  
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It has been such an honor to work 
with you and your family 

throughout this journey! I am so 
thankful to have met you all and 

this is well deserved.  
 

Kaley Baker, General Manager 

Congratulations!

Congratulations, Banks Family!Congratulations, Banks Family!

We wish you continued success!
Haley Kagebein at Shine Beauty Bar

Off Season Fun for The Banks Guys 
By Kaley Jo Baker

By now, you have probably realized that Jake and Jackie 
spend a lot of time together. They work together, spend vaca-
tions together, and really enjoy hunting and fishing together.

If you know anything about those from South Arkansas, 

you know that hunting is a huge part of this area. They en-
joy going to Duffie’s fathers’ cabin on the White River around 
Clarendon that they call the camp. 

“Em and I aren’t much on hunting,” said Duffie. “But my 
boys sure do enjoy it and it’s a huge part of their lives.” 

They spend a lot of time at the camp duck hunting, deer 
hunting, fishing and just enjoying the outdoors. 

They also enjoy going to Tennessee for turkey hunting in 
the spring. 


