
 
 
We Work Hard For You! 
 
At the Big Sandy-Hawkins Journal, we are dedicated to gathering as much local 
information as we can.  We travel to where the news happens, often at a moment’s 
notice, to give you as much information as possible.  We do more than just publish 
announcements as we schedule interviews, meet with area residents, validate 
information posted in social media posts, visit local businesses, and make ourselves 
available 6 days a week. 

The Editor cannot do it alone!  We rely on area residents to notify us of upcoming 
events, breaking news, and outstanding achievements so we can get out there and 
gather the details.  We have assembled the area’s most community minded 
correspondents to form a network of journalists keeping us informed throughout the 
week.  Many of these correspondents are volunteers and have other jobs so they are 
limited in the number of stories that they can provide. 

Once all of the information is gathered, organized, and the stories are written we spend 
up to 20 hours each week to create the newspaper layout in a manner that makes it 
easy for you to locate the news you are most interested in.  From November 2019 
through January 2020, we stopped actively seeking additional advertisers and 
subscribers, but we took that time to focus on improving the newspaper for YOU.  We 
have redesigned the front page, added 2 pages and 3 sections, converted 2 pages from 
black and white to color, streamlined the look and feel for ease of reading, and added 
consistency to the coverage.   

We now ask you to support the forward momentum by purchasing a subscription and 
advertise in your local newspaper. 

We Will Continue to Invest in You! 
 
The Big Sandy-Hawkins Journal is not just a newspaper, but a hub of the 
community.  We will organize and host at least one event per month to help facilitate 
bringing our individual towns together to strengthen the greater community.  Every 
town/neighborhood is unique and each has such wonderful strengths.  Let’s pool those 



together to improve our commerce, multiply our housing opportunities, and boost our 
social events.  We are much stronger together than we are individually! 

For every additional 1,000 subscribers we are able to hire 1 full-time employee or 2 
part-time employees.  With additional reporters, we will be able to cover more ground 
faster.  With additional paid reporters, we will be able to increase our sports coverage, 
ensuring that EVERY team at EVERY school is covered in EVERY issue!  With 
additional reporters, we will be able to inquire with multiple people about upcoming 
events instead of hoping we hear about everything that is happening.  With additional 
reporters, we will be able to cover and report on every city council meeting, every 
economic development meeting, every city court, every county commissioner meeting, 
and every event.  With your support, we can grow our newspaper to bring you MORE of 
the BEST local news! 

 

 

 CORRESPONDENTS 
 

 
Ann	Harrison		
Ann	Harrison	has	attained	a	level	20	in	self-help.	She	now	searches	out	others	to	journey	onward	for	self-
refection.	She	has	spoken	at	conventions	on	the	importance	of	understanding	ones	personal	esteem.	Ann	
hopes	one	day	people	will	ask	themselves	“How	Can	I	Help?”	
 
 

 



Ann	Reynolds		
Ann	Reynolds	was	born	and	raised	in	Oklahoma	where	she	learned	to	garden,	in	the	red	soil,	under	the	
tutelage	of	father.	After	pursuing	a	degree	in	education,	she	moved	to	Plano,	Texas	where	she	gardened	
in	the	black	gumbo	soil	and	became	an	organic	gardener.	Her	gardens	were	featured	on	the	Collin	
County	Native	Plant	Society	garden	tour	and	declared	a	Certified	Backyard	Wildlife	Habitat	by	the	
National	Wildlife	Federation.	Upon	retirement	she	moved	to	the	piney	woods	of	east	Texas	where	she	
now	gardens	in	sugar	sand.	

She	completed	the	course	of	study	and	became	a	Texas	Certified	Master	Naturalist	in	2006	and	a	Texas	
Certified	Master	Gardener	in	2018.	She	is	a	member	of	Holly	Lake	Gardeners,	Quitman	Garden	Club,	
Friends	of	the	Quitman	Arboretum,	Tyler	Audubon	Society	and	the	Native	Plant	Society	–	Tyler,	TX.	

Although	a	life	long	gardener,	her	passion	is	nature,	birds	and	native	plants.	

	

	

 
 

Becky	Attaway	
	
	

 
 
 

Brittney	Emerson		
Brittney	is	located	right	here	in	Hawkins	on	a	small	homestead	where	she's	raising	her	young	sons	with	
her	High	School	Sweetheart.	With	a	passion	for	writing	and	the	determination	to	never	miss	another	
moment,	she	left	the	corporate	world	to	pursue	her	love	of	writing,	marketing,	and	photography	and	
finds	joy	in	making	all	things	beautiful	whether	it's	through	language,	design	or	the	lens.		



Brittney	is	not	only	a	contributor	to	our	paper	but	our	Advertising	Manager	as	well.	If	you'd	like	your	
business	or	event	featured	in	our	next	edition	don't	hesitate	to	reach	out.	

	

 
 

Elayne	Hayes	
 
 
 
 

 
 

Joy	Lanham	
 
 
 

 
 

Justin	Walters	
 
 



 
 

Joe	Zagorski		
"Joey,"	as	he	is	known	on	the	Ranch,	has	been	a	professional	writer	in	the	marketing	and	advertising	
field	since	the	waning	Mad	Men	days	of	advertising,	having	written	and	produced	everything	from	TV	
commercials	and	radio	spots,	to	websites,	blogs	and	on-stage	corporate	presentations.	He	writes	full-
time	for	clients	out	of	his	home,	is	a	member	of	Hainesville	Baptist	Church,	and	has	been	married	to	his	
wife,	Sharon,	since	2010.	

 
 

 
 

Kathleen	Evans	
 
 

 
 

Kandis	Neumeier		
Kandis	Neumeier	resides	in	the	Midwest	to	be	close	to	family.	She	loves	to	travel	across	the	United	
States	and	could	never	turn	down	a	trip	on	a	cruise	boat.	She	writes	about	travel	because	it	is	all	she	
thinks	about	outside	of	being	a	wife	and	mother.	Having	worked	in	the	group	travel	industry	for	10	
years,	she	just	might	know	the	place	for	you	and	your	family	to	visit!	



 

 
 

Linda	Glenn	
 
 

 
 

Linda	Baggett	
 
 

 
 

Phillip	Williams	
 
 



 
 

Steve	Rutherford	
 
 


