
 
 

Story Box Theatre 
Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia's inventive digital micro theatre retells classic stories re-
imagined and modernized for today. 

 
Billy Goats Gruff and other Puppet Tales 
Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia presents three traditional children’s stories through the magic 
of Story Box Theater – the company’s newest digital initiative. Billy Goats Gruff follows three 

hungry goats who must cross a bridge to feast on the luscious, green grass that grows on the 
other side. To get there, they must cleverly outwit an evil, greedy troll who lurks underneath the 
bridge, looking to eat anyone who passes, and his favorite meal is goat! 

 
In another tale titled Rumpel, (based on the original story of Rumpelstiltskin), the 

conniving Rumpelstiltskin makes deals with a miller’s daughter to weave straw into gold and in The Sky is 

Falling (based on the original story of Chicken Little), a well-meaning young chick who, after getting 

bopped on the head by a falling acorn, runs to warn everyone that the sky is falling. 

 
Suitable for children 4+. Each story is roughly 15-18 minutes in length. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Story Box Theatre - Notes for Educators - Activity Driven Work 
 
 
 
Creative & Critical Thinking Projects 
Possible projects to enhance the digital performance engagement and further learning post viewing 
include: 
 
Foundational Questions: 
 
Who is telling the story? 
 
What is the story about? 
 
What is the most important moral or objective the story is trying to teach? 
 
Why were the theatre prosceniums different from one another?  How did the design reflect the stories 
being told?  
 
Why telling stories are important? 
 
Why are these specific stories important to tell? 
 
Suggested Activities 
 
Cut-out Puppets 
Create paper-doll version of the puppets.  Have the students/children colour, design, and glue the 
paper puppets on popsicle sticks. 
 
Stories Retold (Larger Project) 
Find other stories and create a Story Box Theatre of your very own.  Have the students story tell their 
own stories, create their own paper version puppets, cardboard theatre, and present to the classroom. 

 
Animal Research Project 
Students/children can select an animal from a story and find fun facts to share to the 
classroom. 
 
Understanding Voices 
What sounds do the animals make in the stories?  Have the students/children in the classroom 
participate by making their own sounds or collectively make the sounds as a group for each 
animal. 
 
Enhancing Vocabulary 
Create a vocabulary list and memory card game of the more difficult words found within the 
stories. 
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