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A Lensic Arts Education Program 
Next Generation Native Film Festival

Thursday, September 8, 7 pm

Featuring short films by young Native filmmakers from around the world

For photos and press tickets, please contact communications@lensic.org. 
Tickets are free, reservations recommended. Available via Lensic.org, by phone at 505-988-1234, or in 
person, 211 W. San Francisco St., Santa Fe. 

Santa Fe, New Mexico | Lensic Performing Arts Center presents the Next Generation Native Film Festival, a 
70-minute program featuring an eclectic and diverse set of short films submitted by Native filmmakers. The 
annual festival invites Native artists ages 23 and under to submit films to the festival, bringing their stories and 
work to a wider audience. 

This year’s program includes fourteen films by filmmakers in New Mexico, Minnesota, Canada, Mexico, and 
Columbia. Subject matter ranges from coping with remote learning during the pandemic to the passing 
down of generational knowledge. 

The Next Generation Native Film Festival is part of the Lensic’s arts education programs and is facilitated 
by program manager Marcella Ernst, PhD., a scholar in the Department of Art History at University of New 
Mexico. Marcella has been working with and mentoring young people in film and photography for more than 
20 years. 

The Lensic’s arts education programs range from masterclasses to free performances for students to 
internships and more. 

About the Lensic
Lensic Performing Arts Center, a historic venue in downtown Santa Fe, New Mexico, is home to nearly 200 
events each year. Built in 1931 as a vaudeville stage and movie palace, the Lensic was fully renovated in 2001 
and reopened as a nonprofit, member-supported organization that provides high-quality arts experiences for 
everyone. Our stage is a home for Santa Fe’s performance groups and welcomes touring artists throughout 
the year; our original Lensic Presents programming series showcases world-class artists from near and far; 
and our life-enriching arts education programs reach more than 18,000 students annually. Learn more at 
Lensic.org.
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