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SS Credit 5: Site Development
Protect or Restore Open Habitat
Certification Type
Initial Certification
Recertification
The project is using IP units.
The project is using SI units.
Establishment
This active sample form is for your recertification reference and preparation work. It has not gone through USGBC's testing and quality control process and cannot be used to submit for recertification. If you have any comments or concerns with the functionality of the form, please submit a brief explanation using the Feedback button in LEED Online.
Changes should be made only if changes to the building, operations and maintenance plans/policies, or management affect the achievement of Establishment requirements. 
Changes need to be made to the Establishment documentation, or the credit is being attempted for the first time. (Optional)
Select one of the following:
LEED Design and Construction Streamlined Path. The project earned at least one point related to protection or restoration of open space under a LEED Design and Construction Rating System.
Operations and Maintenance Submittal Path. The project team will document compliance with the protection or restoration of open space requirements of this credit.
For group projects, all project buildings must have earned the credit in order to use the LEED D&C path.
LEED Design and Construction Streamlined Path
The project earned an exemplary performance point related to protection or restoration of open space under a LEED Design and Construction Rating System. (Optional)
For group projects, all project buildings must have earned exemplary performance.
Describe the circumstances of the alteration, replacement, or removal of the design and construction elements that contributed to the previously-earned credit.  These changes should not put into question the potential achievement of this credit.
For projects whose design and construction elements have changed since D&C certification
Select all that apply:
On-site areas have native or adapted plants in place.
Off-site areas were improved or maintained with native or adapted plants.
Operations and Maintenance Submittal Path
Table: Required area
The required site area is either 25% of total site area (excluding building footprint), or 5% of total site area (including building footprint), whichever is greater.
Table: Contributing area
The total contributing area must be at least equal to the required site area for 1 point, double the required site area for exemplary performance.
Upload: Site plan
Provide a site plan that depicts the project boundary, building footprint(s), site area, and all on-site and/or off-site areas with native or adapted vegetation.
Select one of the following:
Licensed Professional Exemption. (RLA)
A Licensed Professional Exemption for a Registered Landscape Architect is available in lieu of a description of native and adaptive plants.
Full Documentation Path
Elements highlighted in gray below are exempt from the documentation requirements for this credit.
Licensed Professional Exemption claimed by
Licensed Professional Exemption
Exemption Signature
I have the technical competence and expertise to perform or oversee the technical work described in the LEED submittal(s) highlighted in gray below, and/or can verify that work has been successfully and properly performed. Furthermore, to the best of my knowledge, and using reasonable professional judgment, the LEED requirements associated with the LEED submittal documents indicated as exempted below have been met in the referenced LEED project building. This conclusion is based on my either having performed or overseen execution of the technical work described in the submittal being exempted, and/or having verified the work was successfully and properly performed. I agree that by completing my name below that this constitutes my legal signature and truthful declaration. 
Describe the native or adapted vegetation (and any other ecologically-appropriate features used), including a plant list.
Establishment Summary
Date
Name
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Complete
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Incomplete.  Please complete the highlighted fields and/or address any omissions in the Special Circumstances section.
Performance
Select one of the following:
LEED Design and Construction Streamlined Path. The project earned at least one point related to protection or restoration of open space under a LEED Design and Construction Rating System.
Operations and Maintenance Submittal Path. The project team will document compliance with the protection or restoration of open space requirements of this credit.
For group projects, all project buildings must have earned the credit in order to use the LEED D&C path.
LEED Design and Construction Streamlined Path
There are no Performance requirements for this path.
Operations and Maintenance Submittal Path
Upload: Contract
Provide the contract with the owner of the off-site natural area, which details the nature and level of support provided by the LEED project in improving and/or maintaining the off-site natural area.
For projects with native or adapted vegetation in off-site areas
Performance Summary
Date
Name
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Incomplete.  Please complete the highlighted fields and/or address any omissions in the Special Circumstances section.
Special Circumstances
Describe the circumstances limiting the project team's ability to provide the submittals required in this form. Be sure to reference what additional documentation has been provided, if any. Non-standard documentation will be considered upon its merits. (Optional)
Upload: Special circumstances
Provide any additional documentation that supports the claim to special circumstances. (Optional)
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