
Thomas Mulcair
1. Do you support co-operating with the Liberals and Greens before 
the next election to defeat Stephen Harper's government? If so, how? 

The top priority for our next leader must be uniting progressives across Canada 
so that we can replace the current Conservative government in Ottawa. The 
question our party faces is 'How?'

Clearly our First-Past-the-Post electoral system is an obstacle to change that's 
preventing Canada's progressive majority from being heard. In the long-run we 
can address that problem through electoral reform, but we can't afford to wait for 
that--the danger posed by Stephen Harper is too great.

The question then becomes 'How can we best unite progressives in the next 
election to make sure we defeat Stephen Harper and actually achieve the change 
we all want?'

I respect those who have proposed ideas like joint nominations. I certainly share 
their goals. For my part, I believe that the best approach to uniting progressives 
in the next election is to reach out beyond our party's traditional base to 
supporters of other political formations and to make our party open to groups 
that have traditionally been underrepresented in our ranks. I believe our best 
chance to uniting progressives in 2015 and beat Stephen Harper is to unite them 
behind our NDP banner.

2. Do you support electoral reform? If so, what kind of electoral 
reform do you support?

Coming from Quebec, where we used to see the Bloc Quebecois win twice as 
many seats as their share of the vote would suggest, I've seen the problems with 
first-past-the-post up close and personal.

Page 1 of 2

NDP Leadership Report
Full Responses



 

We're committed to a fair, proportional voting system. We're not going to 
abandon that commitment simply because we now benefit from first-past-the-
post ourselves. Specifically, the NDP has been advocating a mixed-member 
proportional system and I share that objective.

3. Will you actively campaign on the issue of electoral reform before 
the 2015 election? Are you willing to co-operate with other parties 
once in government to make it happen?

This will be a fundamental plank of our next election platform. Canadians are 
well aware of the pitfalls of our electoral system. They agree with us that change 
is needed. When we get elected, we will get elected with a strong mandate to 
address those shortcomings. If needed, we will cooperate with other parties in the 
House of Commons and the Senate in order to make electoral reform a reality.
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