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One such conservative you helped train for 
leadership is Brianna Skye Rahn.  She makes 
a tremendous difference for freedom at just 22 
years old.  You will read about her on pages 
4-5 — how the training you provided opened 
up an opportunity to serve on Donald Trump’s 
presidential campaign.

Friend, though you and I face a great 
challenge in our country, your support has trained 
so many leaders to protect our freedoms.  Thank 
you for training a new generation of conservative 
leaders for America.

 Cordially,

 Morton C. Blackwell
 President, Leadership Institute

LIGHT THE REST OF THEIR LIVES

Dear Friend,
“There is a flickering spark in us all 

which — if struck at just the right age —  
can light the rest of our lives.”

My boss in the early 1980s, President 
Ronald Reagan, spoke those words.  He 
understood better than most how precious 
our freedoms are in America — and how 
easily Americans will lose them without 
strong leaders.

Today, the specter of socialism haunts 
our country from within.  The far left 
seeks to tear down everything that makes 
America great, free, and prosperous.  In 
recent months, leftists have rioted, pushed 
to defund the police, distorted and destroyed 
American history, and agitated to erode our 
constitutional rights. 

Never have you and I witnessed such 
a sustained and dangerous assault on our 
country’s most basic principles.  That’s 
why the work you and I do today is so 
important.  With your help, the Leadership 
Institute creates young leaders to stand up 
for conservative principles.  For the U.S. 
Constitution.  And for the United States of 
America you and I know and love.

Boots on the ground 
deployed to college 
campuses

Your continued support of the Leadership 
Institute strikes against the root of leftism in 
America — the indoctrination of our young 
people at colleges and universities.  This 
fall, your Leadership Institute’s campus 
organizers head out in full force to recruit, 
organize, and train students to advance 
conservative principles on their campuses 
and in their communities. 

On pages 2-3 of your newsletter, you’ll 
read about your Leadership Institute’s plan 
to reach young people at their colleges.  
Thanks to you, students will receive the 
Leadership Institute’s top-notch training, 
mentorship, and support.

You turn principled young 
conservatives into hard-
charging leaders

The training you and I provide gives 
young men and women the ability to make 
a difference for conservative principles 
in America.  Many Leadership Institute 
graduates remain committed “soldiers” 
and leaders for the conservative cause 
throughout their lives.

“I will stand up and do my part to keep America free,” said Brianna Rahn (pictured right) —  
a 22 year old Leadership Institute graduate.  Her skill and enthusiasm landed her a position 
with the Trump presidential campaign.  Brianna’s LI training helps her motivate and excite 
volunteers for effective campaigning and outreach.

You set young conservatives on a 
path to leadership for America



receive training, 
mentoring, and 
resources to combat 
the vicious bias 
and indoctrination 
the left throws at 
them.  And LI staff 
are only a phone 
call or email away 
— ready to answer 
any questions and 
provide support.  

The work that Leadership Institute 
organizers do means conservative students 
everywhere become mobilized to make a 
difference on their campuses and in their 
communities.  Read below about LI’s three-step 
plan to save America’s young people — and 
turn many into future conservative leaders.
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Anti-American indoctrination has 
dominated higher education for far too long.  
Today’s concerted attacks on America’s history 
and our way of life arise directly from leftist 
domination of universities and the mainstream 
media.  Biased radical professors indoctrinate 
students with a false history.  They paint a 
picture of America as evil and rotten to the 
core — that the greatest country on earth was 
founded on “oppression” and “tyranny.”  

Now, America suffers the ugly results. 
Professors dock conservative students’ 
grades — and silence their viewpoints in the 
classrooms.  Campus administrations suppress 
conservative groups and promote liberal 
ones.  And students from staunch conservative 
families often graduate brainwashed by their 
liberal professors, spouting socialist ideology.  
This dire situation will become worse unless 
freedom-loving conservatives break the 
liberals’ near-monopoly on campus. 

Despite what liberals want conservatives 
to believe, today’s young people are not a 
lost cause.  That’s why conservatives must 
fight the rise of socialism at its source — on 
America’s college campuses.

The Leadership Institute teaches 
students to stand up to leftist tyranny

IN DEFENSE 
OF FREEDOM

The Leadership Institute has a battle-tested 
plan to save America’s young people.  The 
Leadership Institute deploys “boots on the 
ground” conservatives to rescue students from 
intimidation and indoctrination at America’s 
colleges — sending dedicated campus 
organizers to colleges to teach students how to 
stand up to leftist bullies and abuse.

The coronavirus doesn’t 
stop the Leadership 
Institute

To reach even more students during this 
crucial time in America, the Institute has hired 
additional campus organizers and sent these 
16 staffers to colleges and universities across 
the U.S.  While the ongoing virus restrictions 
make recruitment more difficult, LI’s well-
trained organizers know how to succeed.

On campuses that allow visitors, the LI 
team recruits, organizes, and trains students 
how to form groups and stand up for 
conservative principles and causes. 

And on campuses that restrict visitors, 
LI’s campus organizers provide top-notch 
online training, resources, and support to 
conservative students remotely. 

Once in the Leadership Institute’s national 
network of campus groups, these students 

Students hand out pocket-sized copies of 
the U.S. Constitution.  Leadership Institute 
campus organizers provide training, 
resources, and activism kits to teach 
students how to engage their peers.

Find conservative students 
on college campuses

Many young people hold liberal views 
simply because they hear no alternative 
view on their college campuses.  Radical 
professors and administrators work relentlessly 

When LI campus organizers help form groups at colleges, students gain access to the 
Leadership Institute’s second-to-none training.  Pictured here are graduates from a recent LI 
Youth Leadership Workshop in Tallahassee, Florida.

STEP ONE

The Leadership 
Institute fights 
socialism at 
its source — 
on America’s 
college 
campuses
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STEP TWO

STEP THREE

to eradicate conservative thought on their 
campuses.  Students who dare break with the 
left-wing orthodoxy are often harassed and 
even physically beat up by their peers.

So the Leadership Institute takes the fight 
directly to the biased leftist professors and 
administrators who indoctrinate students with 
a “hate-America” worldview.  Through LI’s 
Campus Leadership Program, the Leadership 
Institute reaches at-risk students on America’s 
campuses — and provides them with the 
support and training to take a stand against 
leftist agitators.

Thanks to the support of Leadership 
Institute donors, LI’s young campus organizers 
embark on a rescue mission “behind enemy 
lines.”  These brave young people travel from 
campus to campus to organize and train young 
conservatives how to defend and advance 
conservative principles on their own college 
campuses.  They fight hard to reach and train 
every student the left attempts to indoctrinate. 

Organize and train students 
into formidable activists

LI’s campus staff also organize 
conservative students into hundreds of new 
groups to engage in political activism.  When 
Institute staff organize youth into strong 
groups, these students gain the training and 
support to turn their principles into action.  
And once organized, these groups will attract 
thousands of other students who never would 
have had the opportunity to become involved 
in conservative activities.

Conservative students learn how to:
l Increase the size and effectiveness of 

their campus groups
l Engage in campus activism to promote 

conservative principles  
l Host successful, high-profile speaker 

events  
l Organize large numbers of volunteers 

and voters
l Use the media to get their message out
l And much, much more.

Once organized, the new, well-equipped 
student groups join LI’s network of student 
clubs on campuses nationwide.  And as a part of 
LI’s growing, national network of local-campus 
groups, these conservative students engage in 
grassroots efforts and achieve real change.  

Thanks to generous donors, the Leadership 
Institute provides reinforcements to fight 
against the liberal indoctrination that confronts 
conservatives on campus.  Right now, LI’s 
Campus Leadership Program has 2,105 
active conservative student groups, with 
groups in every state.  And in 2020 — despite 
the challenges of colleges moving classes 
online — LI has added 153 new conservative 
campus groups to its national network and 
newly identified 13,724 conservative and 
liberty-driven students.

Create conservative 
leaders for future 
generations

Once activated, many of these students will 
continue their entire lives in the fight for the 
conservative principles that make America 
great.  These LI-trained students attend even 
more Leadership Institute trainings throughout 
their future careers.

The Leadership Institute’s comprehensive 
programs offer conservatives a whole array 
of candidate, campaign, grassroots, media, 
and activist training — for a lifetime of 
conservative leadership.  And through their 
Leadership Institute training, many of these 
students become recognizable figures in the 
conservative movement. 

LI graduates include 27 men and women 
currently serving in the U.S. House and 
Senate, and 343 serving as state legislators 
across the country.  Elected conservative 
leaders like Congressman Dan Crenshaw, 
who took seven Leadership Institute trainings 
before winning election to Congress — and 
credits the Leadership Institute and its donors 
with his victory.  And freedom-fighters like 
LI grad and former House Freedom Caucus 
head Mark Meadows, who serves in the White 
House as President Trump’s Chief of Staff. 

The Leadership Institute trains the 
conservatives leaders who will fight for 
the principles that make America free and 
prosperous.  Campaign managers, elected 
officials, community leaders, and business 
owners — these Leadership Institute grads 
uphold conservative principles in all walks of 
life, in all corners of the country.  And through 
the generosity of freedom-loving Americans, 
the Leadership Institute will continue to 
prepare conservative freedom-fighters for the 
next generation and beyond.  

“Do you support freedom & liberty?”  Students in one of the Leadership Institute’s affiliated 
campus groups recruit fellow students to join their club.
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An All-American Freedom FighterAn All-American Freedom Fighter
Rising Star Brianna Skye Rahn

“There are a lot of organizations that help students,” said Brianna 
Skye Rahn.  “But few organizations give students the tools to really 
be successful.  I know I wouldn’t be where I am today without the 
Leadership Institute.”

Brianna Rahn, at just 22 years old, serves as Deputy State Director in 
New Hampshire for the Republican National Committee.  

Thanks to supporters of the Leadership Institute, Brianna’s star rises.  
Read on to learn about her journey from student to intern to young 
conservative leader.

Her life-changing encounter with 
the Leadership Institute

From Peyton, Colorado, Brianna attended the University of Northern 
Colorado in Greeley.  While a student, she worked in the university’s 
Veterans Services department to help military veterans acclimate to the 
campus and succeed in their studies.  

As Vice President of her on-campus conservative student group, 
Brianna became familiar with the Leadership Institute, as her group was 
part of LI’s unique national network of 2,105 active student clubs.  

Brianna showed great potential as a leader.  In late 2018, the 
Leadership Institute’s campus staff invited Brianna to her first trainings:  
LI’s Student Activism Conference and Youth Leadership School, where 
she graduated as a top student.  Here she learned how to:

 • Recruit large numbers of volunteers and voters
 • Build effective organizations
 • Form coalitions
 • Motivate volunteers with exciting projects

 • Host successful speaker events
 • Earn favorable media coverage
 • Expose liberal bias and abuse
 • And much, much more

“I was working on a campaign at the time,” she said of her first 
trainings.  “I wish I had known about the Leadership Institute sooner 
because there were so many valuable lessons I could have used on the 
campaign trail.”

A deeper dive into training — 
Brianna becomes an intern

“From my first encounter with the Leadership Institute, I knew it 
was an organization I wanted to be involved with,” said Brianna. “LI’s 
success in training conservatives attracted me to this organization.”

Brianna learned so much at LI’s Youth Leadership School that 
she wanted to learn more!  So she took an internship in Spring 2019 
at LI’s Steven P.J. Wood headquarters in Arlington, Virginia.  Here 
Brianna enrolled in another 10 trainings — including LI’s Campaign 
Management Workshop, Future Candidate School, Public Relations 
School, and Television Workshop. 

“Everyone at the Leadership Institute was 
willing to sit with me and give me wisdom and 
advice,” Brianna said about her internship. “They 
went above and beyond to help me with my career.  
That speaks volumes about this organization.  It’s 
something I’ll never forget.” 

She continued, “The Leadership Institute 
focuses on turning young conservatives into 
successful activists.  LI does what some 
other organizations only talk about.  So many 
organizations in politics today claim to be effective, 
but the Leadership Institute truly is effective.”

On the trail for the 
Donald J. Trump for 
President campaign

After her internship, the Trump campaign 
recruited her as a Regional Field Director.  Then 
they promoted Brianna twice — first as State 

Brianna Rahn graduated from a Leadership Institute internship and 
12 LI trainings.  Today, she brings her training to bear as a Deputy 
State Director for the Republican National Committee.

Leadership Institute interns receive extensive training to promote their conservative 
principles.  Here, Brianna learns effective interview techniques to articulate her message.



Events Director for Donald J. Trump for President, and next as a Deputy 
State Director for the President’s campaign. 

“It’s been a whirlwind,” she said.  “I was promoted in March right as 
the virus hit and we had to add a whole range of online programs to our 
campaign.”

Brianna’s experience as an intern in the Leadership Institute’s Events 
Department made her the ideal person for the job.

“I oversee aspects of the campaign for New Hampshire as well as 
nationally,” Brianna explained. “I promote coalitions like Women for 
Trump and Veterans for Trump — and host events with surrogates like 
Donald J. Trump Jr. and Kayleigh McEnany.  These 
events rally everyone and get volunteers and voters 
excited.”

And as the Leadership Institute trained her, so she 
now trains others:  “I still carry on the campaign trail 
my notebook from the Youth Leadership School.  I 
use my Leadership Institute skills — public speaking, 
communications, grassroots training, and more — and 
make them part of the training I give to our campaigners 
and volunteers.”

The beginning of lifelong 
service in the conservative 
movement

Brianna recognizes the challenges ahead.  “Elections 
are changing.  I work with a lot of older activists who are 
new to social media.  It’s my job to help them harness 
new technology and use it to turn out victories,” she said.

The training the Leadership Institute’s donors 
provide gives young men and women like Brianna Skye 
Rahn the ability to open doors and make a difference 
for conservative principles in America.  They remain 
committed “soldiers” and leaders for the conservative 
cause throughout their lives.
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An All-American Freedom FighterAn All-American Freedom Fighter

“People recognize the Leadership Institute’s impact on our country 
through the progress of young conservatives,” said Brianna. “The 
wisdom and education given to me by LI will continue to inspire me in 
my career and my personal life.”

Because of her LI training and experience, Brianna knows how to 
run a powerful campaign — and advocate for conservative ideas.  This 
promising student has become a hard-charging young leader for America.

“I’m grateful to you — the Leadership Institute’s donors — for the 
investment you’ve made in me and thousands like me.  I will fight for 
you.  I will fight for our principles.  I will stand up and do my part to 
keep America free.  Thank you for believing in me.”

Brianna listens intently to a faculty member in one of the Leadership Institute’s 
training schools.  At just 22 years old, she has already held a major role in a 
Presidential election campaign — and will continue to serve in the conservative 
movement for years to come.

As a Deputy State Director for the Donald J. Trump for President campaign, Brianna (kneeling front and center) promotes coalition groups 
including Women for Trump and Veterans for Trump.  Her Leadership Institute training taught her how to excite conservatives and organize 
groups for effective action and get-out-the-vote drives.
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The Antidote to Socialism 
on America’s College Campuses
THE LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE ENGAGES STUDENTS TO FIGHT FOR TRUTH

Liberals think they have a lock on America’s 
youth.  They abuse their positions of power in 
higher education to indoctrinate and intimidate 
students into submission.

But despite the left’s best efforts, they don’t 
truly have a monopoly on young people.  They 
never have.  Conservatives can win the fight 
for America’s youth by finding college students 
who think for themselves — young people 
who don’t simply parrot liberal talking points 
— and empower them to reject the liberal 
dominance on their campuses. 

The Leadership Institute’s Campus 
Reform team does exactly that.  They travel 
to universities across the country to expose 
students to the truth about socialism and leftist 
policies. 

Campus Reform’s approach is simple.  LI’s 
journalists visit campuses and ask students 
what they think — along with further thought-
provoking questions about their beliefs.  Then 
these interview videos — posted on LI’s CampusReform.org website — 
are seen widely by a national audience and featured frequently on Fox 
News.  So far in 2020, Campus Reform’s videos have received 28,691,805 
views on YouTube. 

Through these “man on the street” style videos, the Leadership 
Institute’s Campus Reform does more to expose campus liberals’ 
contradictions and hypocrisy than virtually anyone else.

Young people are not lost to the left
Campus Reform’s editor-in-chief Cabot Phillips interviewed Florida 

International University students to show them how socialism works.   
He first asked the students if they preferred socialism or capitalism.  If 
they chose socialism, he posed this question:  What if there was a policy 
on campus to share their high GPA with students with lower GPAs?  
Would they still support socialism?

Every student immediately paused as they realized for the first time 
what socialism would look like for them.

“I don’t think that would be a good idea because then you’re taking 
away from people that earned that grade,” one student responded.  “And 

what about the ones that aren’t really working hard for their grades? 
They’re just going to get something they don’t deserve.”

Because of Cabot’s interview, each student thought — probably for the 
first time — about the unfairness of socialism.  They realized that a socialist 
system would let others profit off their work — without lifting a finger.

Through these Campus Reform videos — and engaging questions 
posed to students — Leadership Institute supporters open the eyes of 
American youth and challenge the left’s hold over them. 

Venezuelans’ message to American youth
In another video, Cabot interviewed Venezuelan survivors of socialism, 

asking them to direct messages to college students who support socialism 
in America.  Every Venezuelan strongly argued against socialism, warning 
the American youth.

“Check your history,” one young woman stated. “Look at the news.  
Look at all the countries that have failed under a socialist government like 
Cuba, like Venezuela.”  Another said, “People are eating from trash cans 
in the streets, so how has socialism helped?”

Cabot encountered many Venezuelans, including young, college-aged 
ones, who denounced socialism in their home country and warned young 
Americans here not to fall for it.  The victims of socialist policies all 
answered starkly:  Socialism does not work.

Campus Reform brings hope for America’s 
future

These are just two examples of the work the Leadership Institute’s 
Campus Reform does to expose the bias and indoctrination on the nation’s 
college campuses.  And thanks to the support of Leadership Institute donors, 
America’s students hear the truth about socialism.  When they encounter 
LI’s Campus Reform team, many students start to think for themselves — 
and stop simply repeating what professors say in the classroom.

Conservatives everywhere have a moral responsibility to ensure 
today’s young people hear the truths of conservatism.  And the more 
young people hear the message of freedom, opportunity, and prosperity 
from the Leadership Institute, the more they join the conservative cause.  
That’s the impact donors have through the Leadership Institute!

By Noelle McMahon

LI’s Cabot Phillips interviews a student at the University of New 
Hampshire.  When questioned about their beliefs, indoctrinated 
students often question liberal ideology for the first time.

LI’s Campus Reform editor-in-chief Cabot Phillips appears as a frequent guest star on Fox 
News, Fox Business, and other national and local networks.  Campus Reform’s reporting 
exposes campus liberals’ bias, abuse, and indoctrination to a national audience.
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SKIP RASMUSSEN: A DONOR PROFILE
“I raised my children conservative,” 

said Skip Rasmussen. “But half of my 
grandchildren who went to college came back 
with liberal beliefs.”

A lifelong conservative, Skip always 
valued the opportunities education provided 
Americans to achieve prosperity.  But Skip 
never imagined he’d see young members of his 
own family fall prey to the left’s fierce control 
of America’s colleges and universities. 

That’s why, today, he wholeheartedly 
supports the Leadership Institute to restore 
America’s colleges as bastions of free 
speech and true intellectual freedom, where 
conservative thought will flourish.

Hard work leads to a  
better future 

Skip Rasmussen learned the value of hard 
work and education early in his life. “I never 
feared hard work because I saw how my father 
took on three jobs to support our family of nine 
— and he never complained,” shared Skip. 
“But he also wanted a better future for me.”

Skip explained, “Through his example, he 
taught me how far a man can succeed if he is 
willing to put in the effort.  And he taught me 
how even one person can make a difference for 
the future.  Both of these lessons stayed with 
me throughout my life.” 

Skip entered the U.S. Army in 1956.  After 
his service, he began a 33-year career with 
Kilsby Tube Supply Company, where Skip 
worked to help build it into a national supplier 
of specialty metal tubing.  At his workplace, 
Skip met and married his wife Kathy.

Early in his career, he attended night school 
at the University of Washington for five-and-
a-half years — while he worked full-time in 
support of his wife and children.

His hard work paid off.  He graduated in 
1965 with a degree in Business Administration, 
and eventually acquired an equity ownership 
of the company.  Skip became a company 
President.  After a lifelong career there, Skip 
and Kathy retired and live today in Reno, 
Nevada.

“We must combat the 
liberal indoctrination on 
our college campuses” 

Like his father, Skip raised his three 
children to value the conservative principles 

that make America free and prosperous.  But 
when he saw his grandchildren enter college, 
he realized the freedoms he loved wouldn’t be 
preserved in the next generation without help.  
Liberals had taken over much of America’s 
higher education system and turned colleges 
into indoctrination centers. 

FOR OUR GRANDCHILDREN

Leadership Institute donor Skip Rasmussen 
pictured with his wife Kathy.  Skip supports 
the Institute to make sure the next 
generation embraces conservative principles 
for America.

“Many young people are not interested in 
politics,” said Skip. “They’re not aware of 
what’s happening in the government or in their 
universities.  That is frightening for the future 
of our country.”

But then Skip learned about the Leadership 
Institute and felt immediately inspired by 
LI’s work with young Americans on college 
campuses.  He encouraged his grandchildren 
to attend LI training, and has sponsored an 
LI campus organizer to recruit, organize, and 
train conservative students to stand up for 
their principles.  “The Leadership Institute’s 
success in training conservatives gives me the 

confidence that supporting them will save my 
grandchildren — and future generations — 
from the far left’s toxic indoctrination.”

“The Leadership Institute is 
in my will — they give me 
hope for my descendants” 

“My grandchildren face liberal propaganda 
in their classrooms,” said Skip. “Any effort I 
make would be worth it if I can see one of my 
grandchildren equipped to take a stand against 
liberal indoctrination and abuse on campuses.”

He continued, “I believe even one person 
can make an enormous difference for the future 
of our country.”  So Skip decided to make a 
difference.  He changed his will to include the 
Leadership Institute in his estate plans. 

“The Leadership Institute reaches out 
to young people and gets them involved,” 
declared Skip.  “When I support the Leadership 
Institute, I help educate younger conservatives.  
The Leadership Institute is the best opportunity 
I have to contribute against the overwhelming 
liberal bias.  That’s why I’ve included the 
Leadership Institute in my will.”

Skip’s favorite charity — 
the one that gives him hope 

“The Leadership Institute is my favorite 
charity,” shared Skip. “My faith in young 
people is restored because I see the bright 
young faces out there who are trained by the 
Leadership Institute.  I am delighted to see my 
money is being well used.”

Skip has confidence that the Leadership 
Institute will defend the same principles he 
learned from his father — and undo the leftist 
takeover of America’s campuses.  And he can 
see the work his support makes possible at 
colleges in all 50 states, where LI’s campus 
organizers and student groups stand up to 
liberal indoctrination and abuse.  

“These Leadership Institute-trained students 
are the young people who will help us solve the 
problems facing our country.  That gives me 
hope.”

“When I support the Leadership Institute, I help educate younger 
conservatives.  The Leadership Institute is the best opportunity I 
have to contribute against the overwhelming liberal bias.  That’s 
why I’ve included the Leadership Institute in my will.”

— Skip Rasmussen



Morton C. Blackwell, President
Steven P.J. Wood Building
1101 North Highland Street
Arlington, VA  22201

(703) 247-2000

www.LeadershipInstitute.org
Seeing is believing.  Experience the 
Leadership Institute’s trainings from 
the comfort of your home — and see 
the young men and women you equip 
for conservative victories.  

Call LI’s offices at (703) 247-2000 for 
details.  Then grab a coffee, tune in,  
kick back, and see your support in 
action. 

Our team would love to see you!  

LI is coming to your home!

DECEMBER
 2 l Wednesday Wake-Up Club Breakfast
 3-4 l Capitol Hill Staff Training School
 7-10 l Campaign Management School
 10 l Debate Workshop
 15-16 l Conservative Career Workshop

NOVEMBER
 10 l Television Workshop, Intro to Techniques
 11 l Student Journalism Training —  
   Building and Growing an Online Following

 12 l Television Workshop, On-Camera
 18 l Student Journalism Training —  
   Career Conscious Media


