
“He took a hard punch in the face for 
all of us.”

President Donald Trump spoke these words 
last month about the young conservative 
viciously attacked at the University of California 
at Berkeley, Hayden Williams. 

Hayden serves as one of my highly-trained 
Leadership Institute field representatives.  His 
job is to go from campus to campus to identify 
conservative students and organize them into 
active groups.  And I sent him into the belly of 
the beast — California.

On February 19th, as Hayden helped local 
conservative students recruit members for their 
campus group at Berkeley, a leftist violently 
assaulted him — just for being a conservative.

You can read the rest of Hayden’s story on 
pages 2 and 3.

Leftists in America have no qualms about 
brazenly attacking conservatives in broad 
daylight.  In fact, other liberals — from students, 
to administrators, to faculty — often cheer the 
agitators on.  The culture on college campuses 
today emboldens radical leftists and encourages 
the silencing of conservatives by any means 
necessary — including physical violence. 

That’s why the work you accomplish through the Leadership Institute 
is so important.

Your support of LI changes everything
Your support prepares my team of campus organizers — like Hayden 

Williams — to identify, recruit, organize, and train conservative students 
into strong groups empowered to stand up to the bullies of the campus left.

The attack on Hayden was awful.  But thanks to the programs you’ve 
built at the Leadership Institute, much good has come as a result.

Not only did the assault rip away the left’s false mask of tolerance, it 
also encouraged real action.

President Trump followed the story closely.  And in March the 
president signed an important executive order to block federal research 
funds to universities that deny their students’ free speech rights.

That’s a tremendous victory.  And it all started thanks to your support 
of the Leadership Institute.

Let’s win America’s youth back from the left
You and I win America back from the left when we train young 

conservatives on the ground to stand up to the left. 

You and I win America back from the left when we expose 
leftist indoctrination and abuses on college campuses through LI’s 
CampusReform.org and national media outlets.  

You and I win America back from the left when we hold the 
perpetrators of violence accountable.

The younger generation is not lost to the left.  But conservative 
students still face indoctrination and intimidation on campus for their 
beliefs every day.  

At a time like this, you and I cannot abandon young conservatives to 
the left.  Because if we don’t stand with them, no one will.

That’s why your support of the Leadership Institute is more important 
than ever before.  You train, energize, and mobilize young conservatives 
at this crucial time when the left would love nothing more than to stomp 
them out.

    Cordially,

    Morton C. Blackwell
    President, Leadership Institute

President Donald Trump followed closely the news reports of the leftist assault against LI 
employee Hayden Williams.  At the Conservative Political Action Conference, President Trump 
invited Hayden to tell his story to conservatives of his resilience against the vicious left.
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Conservatives will not be silenced
You help rescue conservative students from intimidation and violence
Fellow Conservative,

On February 19th I was helping a new conservative student group 
recruit members at the University of California at Berkeley — when a 
leftist punched me in the face.

I’m not exaggerating.  It was all caught on video.
As a campus organizer for the Leadership Institute, my job is to 

identify conservative students, help them organize new conservative 
student groups, and train them to advocate their principles effectively.

But, all too often, I encounter radical leftists on college 
campuses who want to silence conservatives — by force if necessary. 

Viciously attacked at Berkeley
At Berkeley, I stood in the main plaza of the university to help 

conservative students recruit new members for their campus group.  
While I spoke to a student interested in joining the group, two huge 
guys come up and accost me on either side.

They begin to harass me.  My Leadership Institute training 
prepared me for incidents like this.  I pull out my smartphone to record 
a video — because I knew this would get ugly.

Every other word out of their mouths comes laced with expletives.  
One of the thugs in a black shirt starts to rough me up.  Twice he 

knocks my phone out of my hands.  In between that, he flips over our 
table with all of our signs and recruiting materials.

Then he grabs my phone away from me.  I knew if he stole my 
phone, my evidence against him would be lost.  When I reach out and 
grab his jacket so he won’t run away, he says he’s going to shoot me!  

As he pulls his jacket back, he drops my phone.  The attacker gets 
in my face yet again, calling me a “racist inbred.”  

Then he takes a swing and connects with my face.  I hear a bunch 
of students in the square laughing at my plight.  Nobody close by comes 
to intervene.

Finally, he clocks me in my left eye before he waltzes off, 
unimpeded.
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As I stood there in shock, taking it all in, my eye throbbing and 
my nose bleeding because my sinuses were crushed, other students 
nearby who were recruiting for their leftist group smirked at my 
injuries and mocked me.  It was so disturbing to experience all this in 
the supposed “birthplace of the free speech movement.” 

I won’t give in to bullying and violence
This time a leftist bully hit me.  But if you and I don’t stop them 

now, next time it could be you or your child or your grandchild.
The solution is to organize conservatives to stand up for themselves 

— to stand up for conservative principles and against the radical leftists 
who dominate America’s colleges and universities.

I won’t give in to bullying and violence.  The brutal attack I suffered 
at Berkeley won’t deter me from organizing more conservative students. 
In fact, I’m more energized than ever.

The Leadership Institute is the only national grassroots 
organization that goes into the belly of the beast to organize 
conservative young people — and then comprehensively trains them 
on their campuses to stand up to the left and advance our shared 
conservative principles.  That’s why I signed up to work for the 
Leadership Institute.

Your urgent support for the Leadership Institute today means 
that conservative students will not be silenced by leftist thugs. 

I’m grateful for the support of principled conservatives like you. 
Thank you for standing by me as I stand up to the vicious left. 

Thank you for standing up for conservative students.  And thank you 
for making the Leadership Institute’s work succesful.

   Sincerely,

   Hayden Williams
   Leadership Institute

On March 21st, President Donald Trump signed Executive Order #13864 to protect free speech and rescind federal grants from colleges that 
violate students’ constitutional rights.  At the Administration’s request, the Leadership Institute flew in students from 11 different universities to 
join the President at the signing.  Three of the students gave their testimony on their stand against leftist abuse.
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In February, Leadership Institute campus organizer Hayden Williams endured 
a vicious assault by a leftist at the University of California at Berkeley.

“I won’t give in to bullying and 
violence.  The brutal attack 
I suffered at Berkeley won’t 
deter me from organizing more 
conservative students.  In fact, 
I’m more energized than ever.” 
— HAYDEN WILLIAMS

President Trump’s 
Free Speech 
Executive Order

In February a leftist viciously punched 
Hayden Williams, a Leadership Institute campus 
organizer, while he helped students at the 
University of California at Berkeley organize 
and recruit members for a conservative student 
group.

At the recent Conservative Political Action 
Conference (CPAC), President Trump called 
Hayden to the stage and recognized him for 
standing up to violent campus leftists.

During that speech, President Trump 
announced his intention to sign an executive 
order barring federal research funds for colleges 
and universities that don’t uphold students’ free 
speech rights. 

On March 21st President Trump followed 
through quickly and signed an executive order to 
withhold federal research dollars from offending 
colleges.  (See photo on page 2.)

This important policy wouldn’t have been 
possible without your help.  Your support of the 
Leadership Institute brought this attack to the 
President’s attention.

Your Leadership Institute flew in 11 conservative 
college students at the Administration’s request 
to join President Trump during his executive 
order announcement.  These students battled 
oppressive treatment at their schools. 

Their stands for free speech first came 
to national attention after exposure by the 
Leadership Institute’s Campus Reform website.

President Trump’s executive order is a 
tremendous victory that you have achieved 
through your support of the Leadership Institute. 

Conservatives now have the momentum to 
protect free speech, which is only the first step in 
retaking America’s colleges and universities from 
the clutches of the radical left. 

Thank you for your dedication and generosity 
to protect and support conservative students.

Sporting his black eye, Hayden Williams appeared on dozens of TV and radio 
programs to tell Americans about his plight at Berkeley and the intimidation 
and abuse young conservatives face every day on college campuses.
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LI’s Normandy Coalition fights the  left and wins on college campuses

Every student in the Leadership 
Institute’s unique national network 
of 2,115 active campus groups has 
access to LI’s training on how to handle 
whatever the left throws at them.

Even better, these conservative 
student groups also have allies in the 
Leadership Institute-led “Normandy 
Coalition,” a partnership of 31 national, 
conservative organizations organized 
to liberate America’s students from 
the evil empire that the left has built 
on most college campuses.  Several of 
these organizations offer pro-bono legal 
support to help conservative students 
press charges or file suit when their 
rights are violated. 

This map highlights just eight of the 
Normandy Coalition’s 27 victories since 
2017 to protect conservative students 
from leftist discrimination, harassment, 
and other abuses. 

Campus leftists pay big for abuses against conservative students

UNIVERSITY OF 
ILLINOIS AT  
URBANA– 
CHAMPAIGN
During a protest on 
the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign 
campus, an irate  
teaching assistant shattered a conservative student’s phone for filming 
the protest.  With help from LI’s Normandy Coalition, the student filed 
a criminal and civil case, and the teacher faced court-ordered anger 
management classes and removal from teaching duties.

LOS ANGELES  
PIERCE COLLEGE
A conservative student at Los Angeles Pierce  
College was blocked from handing out copies  
of the U.S. Constitution after an administrator  
informed him that he could only pass out literature  
within the campus’ “Free Speech Zone” — an area 
approximately the size of three parking spots.  A 
Normandy Coalition member sued the college and  
won a whopping $225,000 in damages and forced  
the removal of unconstitutional speech zones from  
all nine campuses of the LA community college district.

The Leadership Institute’s Cabot Phillips discussed on Fox News the 
violations of students’ free speech rights on college campuses. The 
coordinated efforts of LI’s Campus Reform college watchdog website 
and the LI-led Normandy Coalition have restored constitutional rights 
for thousands of students.
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LI’s Normandy Coalition fights the  left and wins on college campuses

Campus leftists pay big for abuses against conservative students

KELLOGG COMMUNITY COLLEGE
At Kellogg Community College in Michigan, conservative 
students and an LI field representative were arrested on 
campus for handing out copies of the U.S. Constitution. 
Members of the Normandy Coalition sued and forced the 
college to pay $55,000 in damages to the student group 
and revise the campus speech policy.

RUTGERS UNIVERSITY
Mandatory student fees at Rutgers 
University financed the liberal  
student newspaper.  With help  
from LI’s Normandy Coalition, the 
conservative student group on 
campus educated their fellow students 
on how to opt out of the fee and 
forced the university to return $2,800 
in fees to students thus far.

SOUTHEASTERN  
LOUISIANA UNIVERSITY
College administrators only allowed a conservative 
student group at Southeastern Louisiana University 
two hours of free speech per week. Empowered by LI’s 
Normandy Coalition, these conservative students met with the university’s administration and 
started a petition. The university changed its policy to allow for unlimited free speech time.

KENNESAW STATE 
UNIVERSITY
Kennesaw State University 
in Georgia told one 
conservative student group 
that they could not set 
up a recruitment table on 
campus.  LI’s Normandy 
Coalition helped these 
students sue Kennesaw 
State and forced the 
university to open all 
outdoor areas of campus 
to free speech and pay 
$20,100 in damages.

BALL STATE 
UNIVERSITY
Ball State University in Indiana 
denied a pro-life student group 
$300 from their mandatory 
student activity fees to cover 
the cost of “Pregnant on 
Campus” materials designed 
to help pregnant and parenting students.  A member of LI’s 
Normandy Coalition sued the university and forced them 
to eliminate policies that discriminate against “religious, 
political, or ideological” expression among student groups 
and implement safeguards against viewpoint discrimination.

UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS AMHERST
The University of Massachusetts 
Amherst’s unconstitutional speech  
zone policy allowed students to  
set up a recruitment table only from 
12:00pm-1:00pm. With help from  
LI’s Normandy Coalition, conservative 
students sued the university and  
forced the administrators to overturn 
the restrictive anti-free speech code.

Leadership 
Institute-trained 
students arrested 
for handing out 
copies of the  
U.S. Constitution 
on campus.
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JOHN  
PEARSON

Real results.  That’s why the Leadership 
Institute is John Pearson’s top organization. 

“I only invest in something where I can 
count the results in some way,” he said, “The 
Leadership Institute is an organization 
where I can measure results, not in broad 
statements of policy, but in real results.”

Now 100 years of age, Mr. Pearson has 
come across so many charitable organizations 
unable to quantify their progress towards 
their mission. 

But, after seeing the Leadership Institute 
train more than 210,400 conservative students, 
volunteers, and leaders over the last 40 years, 
Mr. Pearson believes that the effects the 
Institute has on the conservative movement 
— and America — are clear.    

A friend of the conservative 
movement

Mr. Pearson was born in 1918 and 
graduated from the University of Minnesota 
with a degree in chemical engineering.  In 
1944, he was drafted into the Army, and served 
until the end of World War II where he used 
his background in chemical engineering.  He 
then worked as a chemical engineer at the 3M 
Company in Minnesota. 

He became involved in the conservative 

movement in the 1960s, inspired by Barry 
Goldwater’s run for president. 

Coincidentally, a man Mr. Pearson 
thinks very highly of was also connected 
with Goldwater’s presidential bid.  Morton 
Blackwell, founder of the Leadership 
Institute, served as Barry Goldwater’s 
youngest elected delegate at the 1964 
Republican National Convention. 

“What he has done and is still doing is 
amazing,” Mr. Pearson said about Morton and 
his work to build the conservative movement. 

Leaving a legacy through the 
Leadership Institute

A donor to the Leadership Institute since 
2012, Mr. Pearson has kept up to date on 
LI’s successes over the last seven years.  He 
remarked that LI has always produced the 
tangible results he’s looking for.  “The bucks 
I put in are multiplied to a great degree,” he 
said. 

By 2017, Mr. Pearson had seen enough.  He 
knew that the Leadership Institute was the 
best way to fight off the left’s stranglehold on 
campus and wanted to give more than his 
annual contributions. 

Mr. Pearson decided to include the 
Leadership Institute in his estate plans 

Building the next 
generation  
of conservatives  
through real results

and make sure that the next generation 
of conservatives would receive the crucial 
training to lead America in the future. 

Mr. Pearson said about deciding to include 
LI in his estate plans, “You have to generate 
and help a generation of people that think the 
right way.”

One of the main concerns for Mr. Pearson 
was the amount of money the government 
would take after he passes.  “Absent proper 
estate planning, the state and the federal 
government may take up to 50%, and I know 
they won’t spend it wisely,” he remarked. 

Mr. Pearson looks past any single policy 
of today and instead wants to influence a 
generation of conservatives tomorrow.  To 
him, the Leadership Institute was one of the 
best options to leave his legacy for America, 
saying, “Of the choices that I see out there, LI 
is one of the very few that has the leverage I 
like.” 

Since 1979, LI has provided young 
conservatives with the tools to advance the 
conservative movement. 

Because of the support from Mr. Pearson, 
and many donors like him, the Leadership 
Institute will continue to provide real results 
— thousands of successful conservative 
leaders — for years to come.  

By Mark DiSomma 

Mr. Pearson has kept up to date on LI’s successes over the last seven years.  
He remarked that LI has always produced the tangible results he’s looking for. 
“The bucks I put in are multiplied to a great degree.”

Celebrating 100 wonderful years on earth, John Pearson  
supports the Leadership Institute to help grow the next 
generation of conservative leaders.
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A horror story
I knew a wonderful conservative lady from 

Texas.  She was highly patriotic and a donor 
to the Leadership Institute. 

The day I was supposed to fly to meet with 
her, a horrendous snowstorm shut down all 
the airports on the east coast. 

She called me and said, “Morton, I really 
want you to come.  I have a foundation with 
assets of $1.2 million.  My granddaughter has 
been helping me handle it, but she really isn’t 
interested in public policy as I am.  She has 
her own interests.  I’ve pretty well decided I 
want to turn the assets of my foundation over 
to the Leadership Institute.” 

I rescheduled my flight for ten days after 
the snowstorm, the soonest my schedule 
permitted. 

And I did go ten days later.  But not to 
meet her.  I flew down to attend her funeral.  
She had died unexpectedly. 

This tragic story became a warning to me 
to keep my will updated.  Once I’m gone, my 
wishes of where my money should go will be 
followed. 

I tell you this to make sure you have your 
assets in order — so you’re in control of your 
money, even after you’re gone.

Take control of your assets
I’ve encountered many situations where 

the children of donors do not abide by 
their parents’ wishes to continue support to 
conservative organizations, or members of the 
donors’ foundation board make a radical shift 
to the left, or Uncle Sam gets the assets — all 
because conservatives didn’t plan ahead in 
writing and take control of their assets.

I encourage you to take control of your 
assets while you still have time.  As one donor 
told me, “I’ll plan my giving while I’m living, 
so I’m knowing where it’s going.” 

So, I’m asking you to consider putting the 
Leadership Institute in your estate plan. 

As a Leadership Institute supporter, you 
take the long view.  You plan ahead to create a 
better future for our country.  Your gift to the 
Leadership Institute through your estate plan 
would make the Institute an even stronger 

force to fight the left and restore conservative 
principles in all corners of America. 

And you don’t have to be a millionaire to 
make your gift go a long way. 

Plan your legacy to advance 
conservatism through the 
Leadership Institute

Through your will, your gift to the 
Leadership Institute will recruit and train 
even more conservative leaders to preserve 
America’s future.

Your generous support helped train 
Leadership Institute graduates like: 

l Summer Stephan — who was recently 
sworn in as San Diego’s new District 
Attorney.  Summer used LI’s Campaign 
Academy training to beat an opponent 
supported by prominent leftist groups.

l Dan Crenshaw — a 35-year-old Texan 
who became a U.S. Representative for 
Texas’ 2nd congressional district.  A 
Navy SEAL veteran and graduate of 
seven Leadership Institute training 
programs, Dan won a primary runoff 
election and overcame national media 
bias to serve now as a conservative  
U.S. Congressman.

You helped my staff and me train 14,687 
students and leaders in 2018 — now a total of 
210,414  graduates.  Just think of what you will 
achieve with a gift to the Leadership Institute 
in your will: 

3 More students organized to advance 
conservative ideas and roll back the 
leftist monopoly on college campuses.

3 More activists trained to achieve 
conservative victories in crucial 
election campaigns.

3 More leaders created to restore 
conservative principles to America.

Join me to fight the left for 
years to come

The Leadership institute is here to 
stay.  The Institute owns its headquarters 
building outright and has a 99-year lease 
on an adjacent 10,000-square-foot space 
for only one dollar per year. 

Long after I’m gone the Leadership 
Institute will continue to train 
conservative leaders to fight the left — 
and win. 

I’ve dedicated my life to training 
conservatives who will preserve liberty 
not only in our time, but for the next 
generation and beyond. 

Plan your legacy to fight the left:  
Make sure you control your money

“ I ask you to join me and 
create a legacy to advance 
conservatism by including 
the Leadership Institute in 
your will.” 

A SPECIAL LETTER FROM MORTON BLACKWELL

And I’ve put my money where my mouth 
is — I’ve written the Leadership Institute 
into my own estate plans.  Please join me in 
creating a legacy to advance conservatism and 
put the Leadership Institute in your will. 

Don’t put off until tomorrow what you 
know you should do today.  Whatever you 
decide, make sure you do it now so you 
control your legacy. 

I want you to have all the information 
necessary to make your decision. 

Please check the box in the envelope 
attached to this newsletter and mail it back 
to me and I will send you a copy of my 
Planned Giving Guide so you can have all 
the information necessary to create your 
legacy.

Or, you can call my staffer, Mark DiSomma 
at (703) 647-3364.  Mark will be happy to 
answer your questions and help you plan your 
legacy.

Thank you for your continued support to 
restore conservative principles to America.

  Cordially,

  Morton C. Blackwell
  President, Leadership Institute
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MAY 2019 

1 Wednesday Wake-Up Club Breakfast with  
 Rep. Jim Jordan (Arlington, VA)

3 Leadership and Organizational Development 
 Seminar with Prof. Jack Yoest (Washington, D.C.) 

4 Campaign Management and Communications 
 Workshop (Farmingville, NY) 

4 Campaign Management Workshop (Gulfport, MS) 

9 Television Workshop, Introduction to 
 Techniques (Arlington, VA)

9 Television Workshop, On-Camera (Arlington, VA)

16 Television Workshop, On-Camera (Arlington, VA)

17 How to be a Pundit with Matt Lewis  (Arlington, VA)

31 Conservative Intern Workshop (Arlington, VA)

JUNE 2019
4 – 7 Future Candidate School (Arlington, VA)

5 Wednesday Wake-Up Club Breakfast (Arlington, VA)

6 Television Workshop, On-Camera (Arlington, VA)

8 Campaign Academy (San Diego, CA)

8 – 9 Youth Leadership School (Omaha, NE) 

UPCOMING SCHOOLS

For a complete list of classes, visit: www.LeadershipInstitute.org/training

Come tour LI’s headquarters.
Seeing is believing.  Come see the young 
men and women you equip for conservative 
victories.  Take a red-carpet tour of LI’s 
Arlington, Virginia headquarters and see the 
impact you achieve through your support.  
Call LI’s office at (703) 247-2000.  Thank you.


