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Dear Friend,
In September, I laid to rest my wife, Helen 

Blackwell.  I could not have asked for a better 
partner in life these last 47 years. 

Helen was a never-ending source of wisdom 
and encouragement in my life.  As a staunch 
conservative, she served as a force for good in 
the Virginia Republican Party and many other 
conservative causes.

The house that Helen 
helped build

Helen never forgot that she and every 
American must preserve and pass on to the 
next generation the principles that make our 
country strong and free.  She worked tirelessly, 
even against overwhelming odds, to impart this 
gift of freedom to young Americans. 

So when I decided to create an organization 
to rescue youth from the indoctrination of the 
left and teach them how to uphold conservative 
principles, Helen was my strongest supporter. 

In fact, your Leadership Institute wouldn’t 
exist without Helen.  She encouraged me to take the plunge to create the 
Institute in 1979.  She advised and guided me throughout the years. 

Today, Leadership Institute graduates defend the principles that you 
and I hold dear.  Since 1979, LI has trained 220,299 students, activists, 
and leaders. 

Back then, I could not have fathomed just how much of an impact 
your Leadership Institute would have today.  But Helen did.  Her faith in 
the good that you and I could do for the next generation of conservative 
leaders was boundless.

Let’s preserve the country she loved
When Helen passed away, I vowed to fight with even more 

determination to preserve the country she loved.  The strength of the 
conservative movement — and the Leadership Institute — is Helen’s 
legacy.  It warmed her heart to see those LI students become America’s 
conservative leaders. 

You and I will not let our conservative principles fall by the wayside.  
We will preserve these constitutional foundations that make America great 
and prosperous, just as Helen strived to do. 

I’ve dedicated my future work to Helen — to ensure the America she 
loves lives on.  It’s wonderful to have you by my side for this work.

    Cordially,

    Morton C. Blackwell
    President, Leadership Institute

Morton and Helen Blackwell share a laugh together in the 1980s.  Helen’s boundless cheer 
and energy encouraged Morton and friends of the Leadership Institute wherever she went.
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Remembering Helen Blackwell 
A CONSERVATIVE LADY

defeating the left, Helen did it not through 
political hardball but through outworking and 
especially outclassing the opposition.” 

Helen’s love for Leadership 
Institute students

Helen had a special place in her heart for 
Leadership Institute students.  She loved to 
hear from these students who were thankful 
for what they had accomplished because of 
the training donors like you gave them.  She 
understood the importance of what you and 
I do to save today’s youth from the left’s 
indoctrination on campuses.

Helen recognized that you and I led a 
powerful liberation effort for America — 
freeing today’s college students from the left’s 
intellectual tyranny.

Helen herself knew the difficulties students 
faced on liberal campuses.  As a student in the 
1960s, she crusaded for conservative principles 
as a corresponding editor in the Liberator, a 
campus conservative journal in Louisiana.  She 
condemned the government’s appeasement 
policy toward the Soviet Union, and called for 
the government to actively “roll back the tide 
of Communist imperialism.” 

A never-failing hope for  
the future

Since her death, friends young and old 
have written and spoken to me about how 
much Helen meant to them.  I’m tremendously 
heartened.  She taught so many of them skills, 
from etiquette to leadership. 

That’s Helen’s legacy.  It’s a good one.
She always practiced what became my 42nd 

Law of the Public Policy Process: “Politics 
is of the heart as well as of the mind.  Many 
people don’t care how much you know until 
they know how much you care.”  And anyone 
who met her immediately knew how much she 
cared. 

Her positive approach stands in stark 
contrast to the harsh climate on so many 
campuses today. 

Helen would have loved to know how you 
and I push back against the leftist bullies.  And 
she would have loved to see what you and 
I will accomplish in the future through the 
Leadership Institute. 

Together, you and I train a new generation 
of conservative leaders.  These principled, 
effective leaders represent a tremendous legacy 
for all we hold dear. 

The stakes are so high.  America’s future 
hangs in the balance.  But, like Helen, you 
and I know — with faith and vigilance — 
our efforts will overcome the left’s ideology.  
You and I leave a good legacy as we teach 
the next generation to defend those timeless 
conservative principles. 

Thank you for standing with her. 

Columnist Quin Hillyer wrote, “Helen 
Reddy Blackwell was one of the great ladies 
of the conservative movement.  More than 
half a century of her work in the conservative 
vineyards never dimmed her principles, her 
effectiveness, or her graciousness… The lady 
was a champ.” 

I cannot describe my wife Helen’s life better 
than that statement. 

Helen was a never-ending source of support 
and advice for me as I built the Leadership 
Institute.  She served as a strong force for good 
in the Virginia Republican Party.  She also 
actively promoted pro-family and faith-based 
causes.  As Eagle Forum’s Virginia chairman 
for 25 years, she defended American families 
against the left. 

Throughout her life, she never stopped 
donating her time and energy to make a 
positive impact on America’s future. 

In her leadership, my wife Helen stood as a 
contrast to the vulgarity of the left.  She sought 
to help students advance their conservative 
principles and learn how to become courteous, 
respectful, upstanding citizens.  She knew the 
fight against liberal oppression would fail if 
conservatives act dishonorably like the left. 

As Quin Hillyer in the Washington 
Examiner said, “when it came to  
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“Helen was a voice for freedom and a force for good, inspiring 
countless Americans to become actively involved in the defense of 
liberty and the advancement of our nation’s founding principles.

She was every bit as much as Morton Blackwell a leader in the 
conservative movement in America.  So today and every day from 
now, let’s always honor the life and legacy of Helen Blackwell.”

— VICE PRESIDENT MIKE PENCE 

Memories from Morton and Helen Blackwell’s 47 years of marriage.  Helen leaves behind two sons, a daughter-in-law, 
two grandchildren — and thousands of men and women who will never forget her teaching, hospitality, and friendship.
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LI’s Grassroots Trainings in Texas and Beyond

In the run up to the 2020 elections, America is facing some of the 
greatest threats to freedom and the U.S. Constitution.  Liberals want to 
deal conservatives a crushing blow from which conservatives cannot 
recover. 

With the entire House of Representatives, one-third of the Senate, 
and the Presidency all up for election in 2020, conservatives must 
prepare for these battles — or it will be a disaster.

In 2018 in Texas — one of the most reliably conservative states — 
the left trotted out a candidate who wanted police to go door-to-door to 
confiscate citizens’ rifles.  Liberals’ effective organization and training 
came within a hair of victory of a U.S. Senate seat.  And the left plans to 
double down on this approach all across the country in 2020.

That’s why the Leadership Institute’s Grassroots team ramped up 
training efforts nationwide.  To make sure conservative ideas and 
constitutional principles win the day, LI sends expert grassroots trainers 
to competitive areas across America to train conservative activists, 
campaign managers, and candidates for victory. 

In 2019, LI conducted 141 grassroots training programs from 
Hoboken to Hawaii — training 5,723 activists and candidates.  Those 
programs include Future Candidate Workshops, Campaign Management 
Workshops, Communications Workshops, Activism Workshops, 
Campaign Academies, and more.  LI has many more trainings scheduled 
throughout 2020. 

“Nuts-and-bolts” trainings in Texas
If a place like Texas goes left, there’s little hope for America.  That’s 

why the Leadership Institute is fighting back — hard.  LI grassroots 
training staff have hosted 53 separate campaign training schools in 39 
different Texas cities in recent months. 

Never before has LI conducted so many trainings across one state 
in such a short time.

In these Texas workshops, LI staff trained 1,974 aspiring conservative 
candidates, organization leaders, local elected officials, members of the 
Texas state legislature, and campaign volunteers.  Graduates of LI’s 
grassroots trainings learn how to run successful campaigns and undo the 
left’s gains.  These brave citizens won’t let Texas go without a fight. 

Leadership Institute training works — as graduates can attest.  
“This class is tremendous when it comes to all the different 

components of putting together a successful campaign,” said LI graduate 
Caleb Baucom.  “It’s more than just the idea of running for office.  The 

Planting Future 
Conservative Victories

Conservative volunteers and leaders in the Leadership Institute’s 
Texas trainings pay close attention to the nuts-and-bolts lessons on 
how to propel their candidates and causes to victory.
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idea gets you excited — but the pragmatic practicality of putting 
together the blocking and tackling of an actual campaign is what’s 
going to get you across the finish line.”

“Everyone has applauded the quality of the instruction that’s provided 
by the Leadership Institute,” Texas Republican Party chairman James 
Dickey said.  “The amazing information that they gather, the perspective 
and experience of those who are giving the instruction — it has really 
been without parallel.”  

The Leadership Institute’s “nuts-and-bolts” training often makes 
the difference between historic victory and agonizing defeat for 
conservatives. 

Reaping the rewards in future generations 
The Leadership Institute’s grassroots trainings focus on all levels 

of campaign knowledge, from public speaking to media interviews to 
volunteer recruitment to get-out-the-vote efforts.  

The candidates and campaigners trained in LI schools then join 
crucial political contests of their choice — to 
make sure conservative principles prevail in 
communities across America.  Places where 
conservatives should be stronger or where 
conservatives have a clear shot to take out 
liberal incumbents — in states like Texas, 
California, Tennessee, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and New Jersey. 

Thanks to the generous support of 
Leadership Institute donors, LI has scheduled 
in 2020 more training programs in Florida, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Missouri, Washington, 
Maine, Minnesota, and New Hampshire — 
with more to come. 

Without LI’s training schools, many 
conservatives don’t stand a chance in the 
2020 elections against the fanatical and 
well-financed left.  But Leadership Institute 
graduates out-train and out-work liberals.  
Their dedication will prove crucial for 
conservative victories in the coming elections 
and beyond.

If a place like Texas goes left, there’s little hope for America.  
That’s why the Leadership Institute is fighting back — hard. 

Texas Republican Party chairman James Dickey said, “The amazing 
information that they gather, the perspective and experience of those 
who are giving the instruction — it has really been without parallel.” 

Anywhere and everywhere:  The Leadership Institute holds a training school at the Old San 
Francisco Steakhouse in San Antonio, training a full house of 110 Texas conservatives.
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“Campus Reform is cultivating the next generation  
of conservative voices.  And that means leaders:   
members of the media, journalists, thought leaders.”
— EMMA MESHELL

“I went to Portland State 
University to film an Antifa 
protest right after Donald 
Trump was elected,” Emma 
recalled. “Someone looked at me 
threateningly and said, ‘We’re 
gonna take care of you if you’re 
here to film for some right-wing 
website.’”

Threats like this caused Emma 
Meshell to find a way to stand up 
for her conservative principles.  
She turned to the Leadership 
Institute for help.

Emma signs up 
to defend her 
conservative principles

As a student in Oregon, Emma saw her home 
state in the grip of the far left.  Liberal dogma 
choked honest debate and stifled conservative 
ideas on college campuses there.

After attending a Leadership Institute 
workshop at a conference, Emma signed up to 
become a Campus Correspondent.

LI’s Campus Correspondents — student 
journalists — serve as the Leadership Institute’s 
eyes and ears in the classroom and write articles 
backed by powerful evidence so conservatives 
nationwide know what’s really happening at 
America’s colleges.

Published on the Leadership Institute’s 
watchdog website, CampusReform.org, 

Emma Meshell has appeared more than 400 times on Fox News and other 
networks to expose liberal bias and abuse occurring on college campuses.

 EMMA MESHELL EMMA MESHELL
From Student Journalist to Fox News Star

Through the work of brave 
students like Emma and her 
fellow Correspondents, the 
Leadership Institute stops 
liberal indoctrination on college 
campuses.  In 2019, Campus 
Reform staff and Correspondents 
published 1,214 stories, exposing 
leftist campus abuses across the 
U.S. to a national audience — 
stories picked up by major outlets 
like Fox News.  Liberal colleges 
are often forced by public 
outrage to stop heavy-handed 
campus policies and punish 
viciously abusive professors.  
Campus Reform reporting has 
achieved 192 recorded victories 
since 2014.

“The Leadership Institute empowers young 
people who love America and who believe 
in the things that make this country a great 
place,” said Emma.  “LI comes in and trains 
conservative students at a skills-based level.  
And that’s what really sets the Leadership 
Institute apart from other organizations within 
this movement.”

Cultivating the next 
generation of  
conservative voices

“I hope to help continue this cycle of 
leadership by pouring into people who are part 
of the next generation,” Emma said.  
“I think that I owe it to the conservative 
movement to do that.”

Emma remains committed to liberty and uses 
her Leadership Institute training and experience 
to help the next generation of Americans.  She 
now works as a TV commentator for Young 
Americans for Liberty — an organization that 
helps youth embrace constitutional principles.

With the Leadership Institute’s training and 
mentorship — all through donor support — 
Campus Correspondents turn into experienced 
investigative journalists and leaders in the 
conservative movement.

“The work the Leadership Institute is doing 
is so important.  It is crucial to protecting the 
freedoms and the values that we hold so dear in 
this country.”

Emma’s articles exposed to a national audience 
the vicious bias and indoctrination students 
suffer at America’s colleges and universities.

Putting her Leadership Institute Correspon-
dent and TV training into practice, Emma  
published several articles and appeared on Fox 
News and other networks a whopping 404 times.  

Emma reported the leftist indoctrination she 
discovered at colleges in Oregon.  In one article, 
she exposed Portland Community College’s 
creation of a “social justice task force” that 
whipped up the campus with its leftist agenda 
— requiring the campus to use gender-neutral 
pronouns and instructing illegal aliens how to 
dodge law enforcement and avoid deportation.

Training young 
conservatives at a  
skills-based level

Due to Emma’s stellar work, the Leadership 
Institute hired her as the Campus Reform 
Correspondent Director.  In this position, Emma 
recruited and trained more than 100 intrepid 
conservative youth on liberal college campuses 
— students with a commitment to liberty — to 
become the next generation of conservative 
journalists. 

“It’s really encouraging to see students so 
excited to share their voice,” Emma said. 

“Campus Reform is cultivating the next 
generation of conservative voices.  And 
that means leaders — members of the 
media, journalists, thought leaders.” 
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“The next generation is our hope,” declared Betty Jane Strong of Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas.  “These are our leaders for the next 50 years.  If we don’t 
get involved and try to teach the youth, we’re going to lose them.”  Her 
commitment to passing on to the next generation America’s founding 
principles is the reason why Betty Jane Strong supports the Leadership 
Institute. 

Betty Jane grew up learning about the 
importance of freedom in America from her 
father. 

“He saw the liberals and progressives coming 
in,” Betty Jane shared.  “He had the foresight to 
see how easy it was for them to influence young 
people through the schools.  He understood that 
socialism could overtake the country.”  

She developed a 
commitment to 
conservative principles 

As she worked by her father’s side, Betty 
Jane learned the motivation behind his 
commitment to conservatism and the Leadership 
Institute.  When she took over her family’s 
foundation, she began supporting LI as well. 

“I was never political, but when I started 
working for my dad, I learned so much and realized how great 
conservatism is.  He taught me not just what I should do, but why I should 
do it.”

For Betty Jane — and for her father — what set the Leadership 
Institute apart from other organizations is LI’s ability to give every student 
the tools to become a conservative leader.  LI’s graduates are trained 
how to defend conservative principles against liberal bullies and how to 
advance conservative ideas to win elections.

“Whenever I get down or discouraged, all I have to do is see these 
students.  Then my heart lifts and I know there’s hope for our country — 
because we have these thousands of young people who share our values 
and have the ability to convince others to believe in conservative ideas,” 
she said.

“My estate will go to the 
Leadership Institute”

“I’ve ridden and had horses for many years,” 
Betty Jane said about one of her favorite 
interests.  “But they’re not going to leave a 
legacy.”

Because of her commitment to the next 
generation, Betty Jane Strong made the 
Leadership Institute part of her estate plans.  
“My estate will go to LI because of all they’re 
doing.  I’m very passionate about what students 
are learning at LI to help our country.  That’s 
what I want to be part of and the legacy I want 
to leave.  To be able to leave that, I think I’ll 
rest better in the grave.”

Leadership Institute graduates demonstrate 
continuously the success of their training.  Since 
1979, LI has trained 220,299 graduates — 
including conservative college students, truth-

telling journalists, campaign managers, elected officials, community leaders, 
business owners, and more.  Institute graduates today uphold conservative 
principles in all walks of life, in all corners of the country.

Americans can have no greater impact on our country’s future than by 
training the next generation.  Through the Leadership Institute’s programs, 
students learn how to defend the principles and beliefs bequeathed by the 
Founding Fathers.  LI’s newly-trained conservative leaders are the legacy 
of Leadership Institute donors.

— by Noelle McMahon

The Next Generation 
is Our Hope

BETTY JANE STRONG • A DONOR PROFILE

“No matter how 
small or how large 
my donation is,  
I know that it  
goes to help save 
this country.”
— BETTY JANE STRONG

Betty Jane said, “The edge the Leadership 
Institute has is the knowledge, the 
experience, and the conservative values  
that influence our next leaders.”
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24 Campaign Academy Session 
 (Independence, MO)
28 Intro to Television Workshop 
 (Arlington, VA) 
31 Candidate Development Workshop 
 (West Palm Beach, FL) 

FEBRUARY 2020
1 Volunteer Recruitment and  
 Get Out the Vote Workshop 
 (Fresno, CA) 
5 Wednesday Wake-Up Club 
 Breakfast with White House   
 Correspondent Jon Miller 
 (Arlington, VA)
8 Campaign Bootcamp 
 (Palm Bay, FL)
11 Communications Workshop 
 (Bradenton, FL)
12-13 Thank Tank Opportunity Workshop 
 (Arlington, VA)
13 On-Camera Television Workshop 
 (Arlington, VA)
20 Public Relations School 
 (Arlington, VA)

UPCOMING SCHOOLS

For a complete list of classes, visit: 
www.LeadershipInstitute.org/training

Come meet the 
conservative 
students you  

train for victory.  

Call the Leadership 
Institute’s national 

headquarters in 
Arlington, Virginia 
at (703) 247-2000 

to schedule  
your visit.


