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GO Barcelona 
SPN 303- Advanced Spanish Conversation 

  
Professor: Dr. Viviana Plotnik 
Email: vplotnik@oglethorpe.edu 
 

Course Description 
This three credit summer course has been created to improve students’ fluency and 
conversational skills in the Spanish language while in Spain. Improvement in fluency comes with 
practice, which in this case demands oral preparation. This course creates opportunities for 
conversation to occur among learners of Spanish on topics that are relevant, interesting, and 
provocative. Students’ immersion in Spanish culture and their experience of cultural differences 
will also be a regular class topic.   
Each class should provide an opportunity for the students to contribute their thoughts and ideas 
and to improve their use of the language. Readings, small group discussions, oral skits, grammar 
review, and practice of new vocabulary should help students improve their Spanish skills. 
 
Goals 
1. To improve students’ oral proficiency and fluency so they can express ideas about various 
topics with enough clarity for a native Spanish speaker to understand it. 
2. To expand and perfect their knowledge of vocabulary and grammatical structures. 
3. To easily read and understand articles of three or four pages long without having to 
frequently consult a dictionary. 
4. To increase their awareness and understanding of Spanish culture. 
 
Required Text 
Conversación y Controversia: Tópicos de hoy y de siempre. 6th Edition. By Iorillo, Díaz and 
Hale. Published by Pearson, Prentice Hall.  
 
Evaluation 
The evaluation for this course will be based upon five oral presentations, five grammar and/or 
vocabulary quizzes, homework and assignments, and active class participation. 
 
Homework/Class Preparation and Participation 
The course involves homework for every class meeting. Reading articles, studying vocabulary, 
and reviewing and completing grammar exercises are required outside of class time for most 
classes. Students are expected to come to class prepared to TALK in order to practice all they 
have studied. Speaking practice is the only way to improve one’s speaking.  
Participation is evaluated through daily speaking in class. This component of the grade is worth 
10% of the grade at the professor’s discretion. A student who attends class regularly but is 
frequently not prepared to participate in class, frequently arrives late or leaves early, does 
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unrelated activities in class (such as text-messaging, or reading for other course), does not do 
the required oral practice exercises with a classmate when instructed by the professor, or 
misses class more than once in the term, will have his/her participation points significantly 
lowered. 
 
Basis for Evaluation 
5 Oral presentations, 13% each:   65% 
5 Grammar/vocabulary quizzes, 5% each:  25% 
Class participation and preparation/homework: 10% 
 
Grading Scale 
A=93-100; A- =90-92 
B+ =87-89; B= 83-86; B- =80-82 
C+ = 77-79; C= 73-76; C- =70-72 
D+ = 67-69; D= 60-66; F= 59 or less. 
 
Attendance Policy 
Class attendance affects performance positively. Students are expected to participate actively in 
class by discussing required readings, and completing oral and written assignments. Due to the 
condensed time frame of the GO Spain summer term, a strict attendance policy will be in effect. 
Students may miss one class day with no consequences unless the day falls on an exam day. 
After one absence, the participation grade will be reduced by 10 points per absence. If you have 
a total of five absences or more you will fail the course regardless of the grades in tests. Please 
note that late arrivals or early departures from class may be counted as absences. If you must 
leave early, please let the professor know at the beginning of class. You are responsible for all 
materials presented in class and for all announcements and assignments. If you have extenuating 
personal or medical circumstances, contact the professor as soon as possible via email. Valid 
documentation will be required the day you return to class. 
 
Make-up Tests 
There will not be make-up tests, except in case of a documented illness.  A missed test is equal to 
a zero or F. Late arrivals who missed a quiz or part of a quiz do not get partial or total make-ups. 
 
Class Etiquette 
Cell phones and other communication devices should be turned off and not be used during class. 
If you use your laptop or any other device in class you will be counted as absent for that day.  
Personal conversations are disruptive to both your classmates and the instructor. Disruptive 
student behavior may result in a loss of participation points or suspension from the classroom. 
 
Academic Honesty:  

Persons who come to Oglethorpe University for work and study join a community that is 
committed to high standards of academic honesty. The honor code contains the responsibilities 
we accept by becoming members of the community and the procedures we will follow should 
our commitment to honesty be questioned. 
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The students, faculty and staff of Oglethorpe University expect each other to act with integrity in 
the academic endeavor they share. Members of the faculty expect that students complete work 
honestly and act toward them in ways consistent with that expectation. Students are expected to 
behave honorably in their academic work and are expected to insist on honest behavior from 
their peers. 

Oglethorpe welcomes all who accept our principles of honest behavior. We believe that this code 
will enrich our years at the University and allow us to practice living in earnest the honorable, 
self-governed lives required of society’s respected leaders. 

Our honor code is an academic one. The code proscribes cheating in general terms and also in 
any of its several specialized sub-forms (including but not limited to plagiarism, lying, stealing 
and interacting fraudulently or disingenuously with the honor council). The Code defines 
cheating as “the umbrella under which all academic malfeasance falls. Cheating is any willful 
activity involving the use of deceit or fraud in order to attempt to secure an unfair academic 
advantage for oneself or others or to attempt to cause an unfair academic disadvantage to others.  
Cheating deprives persons of the opportunity for a fair and reasonable assessment of their own 
work and/or a fair comparative assessment between and among the work produced by members 
of a group. More broadly, cheating undermines our community’s confidence in the honorable 
state to which we aspire.” 

The honor code applies to all behavior related to the academic enterprise. Thus, it extends 
beyond the boundaries of particular courses and classrooms per se, and yet it does not extend out 
of the academic realm into the purely social one.  

Examples of cheating include but are not limited to: 
 

1.1 The unauthorized possession or use of notes, texts, electronic devices (including, for 
example, computers and mobile phones), online materials or other such unauthorized 
materials/devices in fulfillment of course requirements. 

1.2 Copying another person’s work or participation in such an effort. 
1.3 An attempt or participation in an attempt to fulfill the requirements of a course with work 

other than one’s original work for that course. 
1.4 Forging or deliberately misrepresenting data or results. 
1.5 Obtaining or offering either for profit or free of charge materials one might submit (or 

has submitted) for academic credit. This includes uploading course materials to online 
sites devoted, in whole or in part, to aiding and abetting cheating under the guise of 
providing “study aids.” There is no prohibition concerning uploading exemplars of one’s 
work to one’s personal website or to departmental, divisional, University or professional 
society websites for purposes of publicity, praise, examination or review by potential 
employers, graduate school admissions committees, etc. 

1.6 Violating the specific directions concerning the operation of the honor code in relation to 
a particular assignment.  

1.7 Making unauthorized copies of graded work for future distribution. 
1.8 Claiming credit for a group project to which one did not contribute. 
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1.9 Plagiarism, which includes representing someone else’s words, ideas, data or original 
research as one’s own and in general failing to footnote or otherwise acknowledge the 
source of such work. One has the responsibility of avoiding plagiarism by taking 
adequate notes on reference materials (including material taken off the internet or other 
electronic sources) used in the preparation of reports, papers and other coursework. 

1.10 Lying, such as: Lying about the reason for an absence to avoid a punitive attendance 
penalty or to receive an extension on an exam or on a paper’s due date; fraudulently 
obtaining Petrel Points by leaving an event soon after registering one’s attendance and 
without offering to surrender the associated Petrel Point, or by claiming fictitious 
attendance for oneself or another; forging or willfully being untruthful on documents 
related to the academic enterprise, such as on an application for an independent study or 
on a registration form. 

1.11 Stealing, such as: Stealing another’s work so that he/she may not submit it or so that 
work can be illicitly shared; stealing reserve or other materials from the library; stealing 
devices and materials (such as computers, calculators, textbooks, notebooks and 
software) used in whole or in part to support the academic enterprise. 

1.12 Fraudulent interaction on the part of students with the honor council, such as: Willfully 
refusing to testify after having been duly summoned; failing to appear to testify (barring a 
bona fide last-minute emergency) after having been duly summoned; testifying 
untruthfully. 

Students pledge that they have completed assignments honestly by attaching the following 
statement to each piece of work submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for a course 
taken for academic credit: 

 “I pledge that I have acted honorably.” (Followed by the student’s signature) 

 

The honor code is in force for every student who is enrolled (either full- or part-time) in any of 
the academic programs of Oglethorpe University at any given time. All cases of suspected 
academic dishonesty will be handled in accordance with the provisions established in this code. 
The honor council has sole jurisdiction in matters of suspected academic dishonesty. Alternative 
ways of dealing with cases of suspected academic fraud are prohibited. In cases of alleged 
academic dishonesty on the part of students, the honor council is the final arbiter. 
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Program 
 
WEEK ONE 
M 
Chapter 1: El científico y el artista 
Discussion of readings, pp.1-5 
Grammar Review, pp. 6-7: SER and ESTAR 
Vocabulary: exercises pp.8-9 
 
T 
Chapter 2: El año 2100 
Discussion of readings, pp. 10-12. 
Grammar Review: The Future Tense and Passive Voice, pp. 15-17. 
Do exercises A, C and E from pp. 16-17. 
 
W 
Quiz #1 
Chapter 3: El matrimonio nuevo 
Discussion of readings, pp. 19-23 
Grammar Review: The Subjunctive pp. 24- 26 
Do exercises A and C from pp. 24-25. 
 
TH 
Oral presentation # 1 
 
 
WEEK TWO 
M 
Chapter 4: La popularidad 
Discussion of readings, pp. 27-32 
Grammar Review: El Pretérito Perfecto y el Participio pasado como Adjetivo, pp. 33-35. 
Do exercises A and C, pp. 33-34. 
 
 
T 
Quiz #2 
Chapter 5: El terrorismo 
Discussion of readings, pp. 36-40 
 
W 
Chapter 7: Pasado, presente y futuro 
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Discussion of readings, pp. 50-54 
Grammar Review: GUSTAR, pp. 55-58 
 
TH 
Oral presentation #2 
 
 
WEEK THREE 
M 
Chapter 8: El aborto 
Discussion of readings, pp. 59-62 
Grammar Review: Subjuntivo: pp. 63-65 
 
T 
Chapter 9: La eutanasia 
Discussion of readings, pp. 67-71 
Grammar Review: El Condicional y el Condicional Perfecto, pp. 72-74 
 
W 
Quiz #3 
Chapter 10: La Migración 
Discussion of readings, pp. 75-79 
 
TH 
Oral presentation #3 
 
 
WEEK FOUR 
M 
Chapter 11: La salud y la medicina 
Discussion of readings, pp. 80- 84 
Grammar Review: Pronombres indeterminados o indefinidos, pp. 85-89 
 
T 
Chapter 12: La censura 
Discussion of readings from pp. 90-94 
Grammar review: El infinitivo y Palabras que terminan en MA: pp. 95-98. 
 
 
W 
Quiz #4 
Chapter 14: Los gobiernos y la política 
Discussion of readings, pp. 107-112 
 
TH 
Oral presentation #4 
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WEEK FIVE 
M 
Chapter 16: La pena capital 
Discussion of readings, pp. 117-121 
Grammar Review: Pronombres de objetos de verbos, p. 122-126 
 
 
T 
Chapter 18: El narcotráfico 
Discussion of readings, pp. 135-139 
Grammar review: Para que y el subjuntivo, pp. 140-141 
 
W 
Quiz #5 
Chapter 21: Actitud ciudadana 
Discussion of readings, pp. 154-158. 
Grammar review: pp. 159-163. 
 
TH 
Oral presentation #5 
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