
 

  Westminster Cycling Campaign 

Annual Meeting 
Monday 30 April 2018 7pm - 9pm 

The Sir John Balcombe, 21 Balcombe Street, NW1 6HE 
 

DRAFT Minutes 
 

1. Introductions and apologies for absence 
 
The following members attended and all are LCC members: 

• Colin Wing (Chair / Borough Coordinator), Warwick Ward 

• Rupert Gardner (Treasurer), West End Ward 

• Dominic Fee (Secretary), Maida Vale Ward 

• Philip Benstead (Events Organizer), Vincent Square Ward 

• Mary Amayo, Westbourne Ward 

• Dave Cripps, Hyde Park Ward 

• Nicola Davies (arrived late, during Chair / Borough Coordinator’s 
report), West End Ward 

• Mary Enright, Lancaster Gate Ward 

• Lee Montgomery, Hyde Park Ward 
 
Additionally Murad Qureshi arrived during Treasurer’s report, gave a short 
monologue about the Labour Party’s position on cycling, and then left. For the 
record, this was not by invitation. He is a Labour Party candidate for Little 
Venice Ward and is not a LCC member. 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Andrew Geddes and Cara 
Edwards. 
 

2. Westminster Cycling Campaign Annual Meeting 2018 
 
Declarations of interests 
 
The following members declared interests that are relevant to their 
involvement in Westminster Cycling Campaign: 

• Dominic declared his employment as a transport planner and highway 
engineer. He is currently employed by WSP, which has a term contract 
providing highways engineering services to Westminster City Council 
although Dominic does not work on this contract. He will declare and 
not participate in decision making on projects in which he has been 
involved through his employment. 

• Mary Amayo, Philip and Rupert declared their employment as cycling 
instructors and/or Dr Bike mechanics. They will not participate in 
decision making on funding events at which they would receive 



payment from Westminster Cycling Campaign for employment as 
cycling instructors or Dr Bike mechanics. 

 
Minutes of Annual Meeting 2017 
 
The minutes of last year’s Annual Meeting were agreed by members as an 
accurate record. 
 
Chair / Borough Coordinator's report 
 
Colin made his report to members: 
 
Westminster Cycling Campaign is the local group of the London Cycling 
Campaign. We work alongside CTC / Cycling UK, Living Streets, Westminster 
City Council, the Royal Parks and Transport for London to improve conditions 
for cycling in Westminster and to increase cycle use. 
 
The past year has seen the completion of the East-West Cycle Superhighway 
through Westminster. Plans for extending it along Westway have now been 
dropped, unfortunately along with the proposed connection with Westbourne 
Terrace Road in Little Venice. We understand that Bayswater Road is now 
being considered as an alternative. The Cycle Superhighway has attracted 
some accusations of causing traffic congestion and displacement as well as 
some criticism from cyclists of the route in the Lancaster Gate area. 
 
Dave commented that it was a shame that there was no continuation of the 
East-West Cycle Superhighway beyond Westbourne Terrace, because it 
made this section appear to be a white elephant. He said a route on 
Bayswater Road would still leave this section leading nowhere. He said he 
might raise this with Councillor Antonia Cox. Mary Enright commented that 
Quietway 2 linked Westbourne Terrace to White City. Colin suggested that 
Quietway 2 could feature in a future ride. 
 
Westminster has been making some progress with Quietway 2, which is 
slowly extending from the Bayswater Road on the border with Kensington & 
Chelsea across Bayswater towards a crossing of Edgware Road and onwards 
towards Fitzrovia. The segregated cycle tracks along Sussex Gardens have 
been dropped from this project, though segregated tracks have been 
introduced along Carlton Vale – as part of a Brent project. We believe 
Westminster is preparing for the Quietway between Fitzrovia and Vauxhall 
Bridge Road via Trafalgar Square. There has been little progress on other 
Quietways, nor with Cycle Superhighway 11 around Regent’s Park, though 
Westminster is reported to have dropped its opposition to closing some gates 
to motor vehicles at peak times. 
 
Although it may be disappointing in other respects, the Baker Street project 
has resulted in a number of cycle contraflows north of the Marylebone Road. 
These now make it possible to enter Regent’s Park through Clarence Gate 
when coming from the direction of Marylebone Station. 
 



Dominic commented that ‘Except cycles’ signs had not yet been erected on 
these new cycle contraflows and construction had not yet started at Clarence 
Gate. 
 
The first cycle hangars in the street in Westminster were installed in Ilbert 
Street, Queen’s Park. This happened against the recommendation of the 
planning officers but with the support of the local councillors and residents 
group. Planning approval was granted only for an experimental period of one 
year – which expires in May. We also understand that funding has been 
secured for an additional cycle hire station on Maida Vale. 
 
After years of opposition to the concept, Westminster has now introduced 
20mph limits for a trial period near schools. The Royal Parks are also 
planning to introduce a 20mph limit in their central London parks. 
 
Dave commented that the Council changing its position on 20mph limits might 
be due to the forthcoming local election. 
 
A further innovation for Westminster has been to make traffic management 
orders allowing two-way cycling in a few one-way streets without a contraflow 
cycle lane. Annoyingly not all the associated signs have been installed. They 
have also exempted cycles from certain new restrictions on vehicular 
movements, sometimes at our suggestion and sometimes without prompting. 
In the past, Westminster has usually failed to follow its own policy to exempt 
cycles from these restrictions. It is particularly unfortunate that Westminster 
failed to follow this policy in introducing one-way working in sections of 
Saltram Crescent. It has taken considerable campaigning effort to get as far 
as Westminster’s agreeing to review these sections. 
 
It is generally agreed that Westminster has been one of the less cycle-friendly 
authorities in London. A motion was therefore passed at the LCC AGM to 
focus on Westminster. This has resulted in a feature in London Cyclist. 
 
Whatever happens in the forthcoming local elections, there are a likely to be 
changes – if not a change of party, at least a new Deputy Leader and Cabinet 
Member responsible for highways. We will hope to establish a better 
relationship with the new council than the rather dysfunctional one we have 
had until now. 
 
Campaign members led 8 rides between April 2017 and March 2018, often in 
conjunction with Central London CTC. These attracted about 85 participants. 
Our members organized three Dr Bike sessions in Westminster. We also 
responded to 20 consultations. 
 
I would like to thank our Treasurer, Secretary and Events Organizer for their 
enthusiastic work during the past year. 
 



Treasurer's report 
 
Rupert made his report to members: 

• Balance: 
o On 1 April 2017 balance was £281.31 
o On 31 March 2018 balance was £605.96 

• Income this year: 
o Grant from LCC HQ 
o Prudential RideLondon FreeCycle feeder ride payment 
o £125.00 donated by Colin, which is the payment for his 

contribution to Tom Bogdanowicz’s London Cycling Guide book 

• Spending this year: 
o Spares for Dr Bike events 
o Ran a Dr Bike event at a youth club 
o Website hosting 
o 80 to 90 Christmas cards sent to local councillors and a few 

officers 
 
Dominic commented that the Christmas cards were money well spent and 
were good work by Cara Edwards. Rupert said that spending next year would 
again include Christmas cards and Dr Bike events. 
 
Rupert commented that although LCC’s total membership has decreased this 
year, Westminster membership has increased by 43% to 327. He said that he 
hoped this was due to the efforts we had made to engage with the public at 
events such as last year’s Saltram Crescent Dr Bike event. 
 
Management Committee 2018/19 elections 
 
The following elections to the Management Committee for the one year period 
2018/19 were made by a show of hands: 

• Chair / Borough Coordinator: Colin Wing 

• Treasurer: Rupert Gardner 

• Secretary: Dominic Fee 

• Events Organizer: Philip Benstead 

• New role, title TBC, focused on cycle parking and the West End: Nicola 
Davies 

 
3. Local elections on Thursday 3 May 2018 and My Liveable London 

 
Colin said that the Conservative, Green, Labour and Liberal Democrat parties 
had pledged to bid for funding for a Liveable Neighbourhood in Westminster. 
 
Colin explained that Cycling Champion Councillor Brian Connell is not 
standing for re-election and there is uncertainty over whether a replacement 
Cycling Champion will be appointed by the Council. 



4. Progress with Quietways and other road schemes 
 
This topic was covered during Chair / Borough Coordinator's report. 
 

5. Cycle parking stands and hangars 
 
Mary Enright spoke about a shortfall of cycle parking, particularly in the Crown 
Estate area of the West End. 
 
Nicola has been elected for a new role focused on cycle parking and the West 
End. She will discuss and confirm the role’s title with Colin. 
 
Nicola said he was keen to know which wards meeting attendees live in. This 
is shown at the start of these minutes. 
 

6. Forthcoming rides and events – ours and others (for ours see items in 
bold below and http://lcc.org.uk/events): 

• The Great Descents of Surrey ride on Saturday 26 May 2018 

• Open Garden Squares Weekend Ride 1 on Saturday 9 June 2018 

• Open Garden Squares Weekend Ride 2 on Sunday 10 June 2018 

• Bike Week Saturday 9 to Sunday 17 June 2018 

• Clean Air Day on Thursday 21 June 2018 

• Prudential RideLondon FreeCycle on Saturday 28 July 2018 

• Cycle to Work Day on Wednesday 15 August 2018 

• World Car Free Day on Saturday 22 September 2018 

• Silver Sunday 7 October 2018 – details TBC 

• Any other events we could link with to gain publicity and participants? 
 
Nicola added that it would be World Bicycle Day on Sunday 3 June 2018. 
 
Philip mentioned that he would be taking part in ride on the night of the 
summer solstice. 
 
Dave said that he thought our attendance at Westbourne Summer Festival in 
2016 was productive, and he was keen that we attend a summer fayre this 
year. Philip said he would research summer fayre dates. 
 

7. Any other business and date of next meeting 
 
Nicola asked what we knew about forthcoming ‘school streets’. Philip 
suggested that Road Safety Officer Carla Lowe might be the point of contact 
at the Council. 
 
Monday 2 July 2018 was proposed as the date of the next meeting. 
 
There was a discussion that music being played at the venue had distracted 
from the meeting. Dave said he would investigate alternative venues including 
The Carpenters Arms in Marylebone. 

 


