
 

Westminster Cycling Campaign 

Annual Meeting 
Monday 27 March 2017 7pm - 9pm 

The Sir John Balcombe, 21 Balcombe Street, NW1 6HE 

 

Minutes 
 

1. Introductions and apologies for absence 
 
The following members attended and all are LCC members: 

• Colin Wing (Chair / Borough Coordinator) 

• Rupert Gardner (Treasurer) 

• Dominic Fee (Secretary) 

• Philip Benstead (Events Organizer) 

• Damon Millar 

• Dave Cripps 

• Mary Amayo 

• Mary Enright (arrived late, during Chair / Borough Coordinator's report) 
 
Additionally LCC Campaigns Coordinator Fran Graham attended. 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Andrew Geddes, Helen Jones, Lee 
Montgomery and Mustafa Arif. 
 

2. Westminster Cycling Campaign Annual Meeting 2017 
 
Declarations of interests 
 
The following members declared interests that could be prejudicial to their 
involvement in Westminster Cycling Campaign: 

• Dominic declared his employment as a transport planner and highway 
engineer. He is currently employed by WSP Parsons Brinckerhoff, 
which has a term contract providing highways engineering services to 
Westminster City Council although Dominic does not work on this 
contract. He will declare and not participate in decision making on 
projects in which he has been involved through his employment. 

• Mary Amayo, Philip and Rupert declared their employment as cycling 
instructors and/or Dr Bike mechanics. They will not participate in 
decision making on funding events at which they would receive 
payment from Westminster Cycling Campaign for employment as 
cycling instructors or Dr Bike mechanics. 

 



Minutes of Annual Meeting 2016 
 
The minutes of last year’s Annual Meeting were agreed by members as an 
accurate record, apart from some erroneous highlighting in Item 3: 
Forthcoming rides and events. 
 
Chair / Borough Coordinator's report 
 
Colin made his report to members: 
 
Westminster Cycling Campaign is the local group of the London Cycling 
Campaign. We work alongside CTC / Cycling UK, Living Streets, Westminster 
City Council, the Royal Parks and Transport for London to improve conditions 
for cycling in Westminster and to increase cycle use. 
 
In terms of cycle schemes actually implemented, this has been the most 
productive year for a generation, with the opening of most of the East-West 
Cycle Superhighway; only the section through St James’s Park is left to 
complete. There have also been welcome improvements in Wellington Street 
and at Albert Gate. And some improvements are currently being made around 
Cambridge Circus. 
 
That said, a number of projects appear to have been stalled, including the 
extension of Cycle Superhighway 5 into Belgravia and contraflow cycling 
along Delamere Terrace and Blomfield Road. It was also frustrating that 
cycles were not exempted from new one-way restrictions in Saltram Crescent, 
where we have mobilised a body of local people to call for this exemption 
before the scheme becomes permanent. 
 
A number of projects have proved controversial. The high standard of cycle 
provision shown in the Cycle Superhighways has unfortunately not been 
maintained in the Baker Street Two-way project, though we have managed to 
secure some small improvements north of Marylebone Road. Westminster 
Council and some vociferous motorists are opposed to closing certain gates 
around Regent’s Park as part of Cycle Superhighway 11. The Mayor of 
London is expected to make a decision on this later this year. And any 
proposals for Oxford Street are bound to be controversial, though TfL does 
seem determined to provide cycle access along this axis. 
 
There have been some improvements in cycle parking. A large group of 
stands was installed in the carriageway in Covent Garden, where it is 
otherwise difficult to find room for them. A further group is proposed in Soho. 
We also mobilised support for Westminster’s first cycle hangars, to be 
installed in Ilbert Street, Queen’s Park. 
 
The coming year is likely to see some progress with the list of Quietways that 
Westminster put out to consultation in 2015-16. The first to appear is likely to 
be the one between Bayswater Road and Edgware Road, which features 
segregated cycle tracks along Sussex Gardens. 
 



In terms of meetings and consultations, this has been a less frantic year than 
last year: we attended 13 meetings with authorities (20 last year) and 
responded to 18 consultations (31 last year). 
 
As a result of the various consultations and meetings, we have had some 
contact with Westminster’s councillors and officers. Although relations have 
generally been amicable, there is still some scope for a more regular review of 
progress on Westminster’s cycling strategy. 
 
Campaign members led 12 rides between April 2016 and March 2017, often 
in conjunction with Central London CTC. These attracted 169 participants. 
Our members also organized 10 Dr Bike sessions, which attracted about 430 
users. 
 
I would like to thank our Treasurer, Secretary and Events Organizer for their 
enthusiastic work during the past year. 
 
Treasurer's report 
 
Rupert made his report to members: 

• Balance: 
o On 1 April 2016 balance was £993 
o On 31 March 2017 balance will be £282 

• Income this year: 
o No LCC local groups received a grant from LCC HQ this year 
o We did not receive our payment via LCC HQ for our Prudential 

RideLondon FreeCycle feeder ride 
o Colin donated his publisher’s fee from his contribution to a rides 

book compiled by Tom Bogdanowicz 

• Spending this year: 
o Spares for Dr Bike events 
o Ran a Dr Bike event at a youth club 
o Ran a Dr Bike event as part of the Saltram Crescent ‘no entries’ 

campaign 
o Website hosting 
o Stationery 

 
Rupert said that a payment for a Prudential RideLondon FreeCycle feeder 
ride is being offered for next year. Fran said she thinks that LCC local groups 
will be offered a grant by LCC HQ next year. 
 
Philip floated the idea of inviting voluntary contributions at our rides. Dave and 
Dominic said this seemed a lot of hassle for little money and could be off-
putting for some participants. Fran said that LCC HQ was considering creating 
a little postcard for ride participants to put their details on. 
 



Management Committee 2017/18 elections 
 
Dominic explained that these are our first elections without the requirement for 
seconding of nominations or for secret ballot, due to last year’s amendments 
to the constitution.  
 
The following elections to the Management Committee for the one year period 
2017/18 were made by a show of hands: 

• Chair / Borough Coordinator: Colin Wing 

• Treasurer: Rupert Gardner 

• Secretary: Dominic Fee 

• Events Organizer: Philip Benstead 
 

3. News from the LCC 
 
Colin explained that at the LCC AGM on 15 October 2016 there were motions 
passed about: 

• Air quality: Colin explained that this motion widens LCC’s objectives 
and LCC intends to address it by joining a clean air coalition. 

• Women & cycling: Colin explained that LCC intends to start addressing 
this motion by surveying its members. Fran added that a working group 
has been set up. 

• Baker Street Two Way project / Critical CLOS scores: Colin said this 
was essentially a ‘do something about Westminster City Council’ 
motion. Fran said that LCC had contacted with the Mayor’s new 
Walking & Cycling Commissioner, Will Norman. I said that our group’s 
members could play their part by increasing contact with their 
councillors. 

 
Fran explained the Liveable Neighbourhoods Funding of £5m-10m in the year 
2018-19 that the Mayor has made available to every borough through the 
Local Implementation Plan (LIP) process. Fran said that, because of 
constraints on LCC funding, LCC HQ intends to work with only 3 to 4 local 
groups whose boroughs are in with a good chance. 
 
Fran said that LCC HQ was planning what campaigning to do for the May 
2018 local council elections. 
 
Fran explained LCC’s new membership offer. 
 

4. Progress with Cycle Superhighways and Quietways 
 
Damon said that traffic light phasing at Hyde Park Corner has got worse and 
encourages cyclists to speed. He also said that he felt that The Royal Parks’ 
treatment of cyclists was getting worse, such as the speed humps proposed 
for Hyde Park’s Broad Walk. Colin replied that The Royal Parks has learnt 
from its trial of granite strips on Mount Walk in Kensington Gardens, which are 
very bumpy and some cyclists avoid by cycling onto the adjacent grass. Hyde 
Park’s Broad Walk will feature only one granite strip rather than a series of 
parallel rumble strips and the effect will be much less severe. 



 
Cycle Superhighway 11 via Regent’s Park was discussed. Philip said that 
Justin McKie’s Regent’s Park Cyclists group did a good job of discouraging 
the minority of cyclists they saw behaving badly. Fran said that LCC and 
Living Streets had contacted the new Mayor’s new Walking & Cycling 
Commissioner, Will Norman, about Cycle Superhighway 11 and the Baker 
Street Two Way Project. 
 
Philip said that construction work on cycling improvements at Westminster 
Bridge South should have started today but had not. Fran replied that work 
had been suspended so that relevant stakeholders could be consulted about 
security issues. 
 
Colin said that Philip, LCC’s Simon Munk and Fran had been to a meeting 
with TfL about Oxford Street. Philip said that there had been some unrealistic 
expectations and there should have been discussion of filtered permeability 
but instead there was lots of discussion about hard infrastructure such as 
cycle tracks. Fran said that the meeting was difficult because the scope is 
currently so large, considering every conceivable option. Rupert said that 
pedestrian footfall was expected to increase significantly once Crossrail 
opened and that the consultants should already have estimates from 
Crossrail. He said that there is still a lot of work to be done by the consultants. 
 
Dave said that East-West Cycle Superhighway 3 on Westbourne Terrace was 
little used by cyclists. Colin agreed and said that due to cancelled proposals it 
lacks good onward connections. 
 
Colin said that the Constitution Hill cycle track is now open and is currently 
shared use while the parallel pedestrian footpath is resurfaced. He said that 
the Birdcage Walk cycle track is currently under construction. 
 

5. Increasing contact with councillors 
 
Dominic said that as Westminster residents, we are in a good position to 
influence local councillors. He encouraged members to not hesitate to contact 
their councillors about issues, because other residents contact councillors 
frequently about car parking and similar issues, and we can’t blame 
councillors for acting in accordance with the correspondence they receive. He 
said that a personal email from a local resident carries a lot more weight than 
‘click a button’, campaign-generated emails. 
 

6. Ilbert Street bike hangar 
 
Dominic explained that the planning application for Westminster’s first pair of 
on-street bike hangars, available to any resident, was determined by the 
planning committee on 31 January 2017. He had written on behalf of our 
group to support the application. He said that planning officers had 
recommended initially that the committee refuse planning consent on the 
grounds of harm to the appearance of the Queen’s Park Estate conservation 
area. Consequently he had encouraged further support for the application 



from councillors and Queen’s Park Community Council. On the day of the 
planning committee, the planning officers revised their recommendation and 
recommended that planning consent be granted with a planning condition that 
the bike hangars could only remain until 1 February 2018. The planning 
committee followed this revised recommendation. 
 

7. Forthcoming rides and events – ours and others (for ours see items in 
bold below and http://lcc.org.uk/events): 
 
Philip reported to members about forthcoming events and rides: 

• The Country Estates of Enfield ride on Saturday 1 April 2017 – led 
by Colin 

• The Great Descents of Surrey ride on Saturday 27 May 2017 – led 
by Colin 

• The Women's Tour - Stage 5 in central London on Sunday 11 June 
2017 

• Open Garden Squares Weekend Ride 1 on Saturday 17 June 2017 
– led by Philip 

• Open Garden Squares Weekend Ride 2 on Sunday 18 June 2017 – 
led by Colin 

• Prudential RideLondon FreeCycle on Saturday 29 July 2017 including 
feeder ride 

 
Philip said that he was waiting to hear from The Royal Parks about whether it 
has funding from TfL for Dr Bike events this year. 
 
Philip said that he had contacted Martin Carr in LCC’s Kensington & Chelsea 
local group and David Arditti in LCC’s Brent local group about the possibility of 
combining Prudential RideLondon FreeCycle feeder rides. Martin is not 
organising a ride and would be happy for us to accommodate participants 
from Kensington & Chelsea. David is organising a ride that runs from 
Wembley via Ladbroke Grove and Talbot Road, and Philip will discuss further 
with David. 
 
Philip asked if our group was satisfied that he is competent to lead rides on 
behalf of the group. It was agreed that he is. 
 
Colin said that TfL was offering Advanced London By Bike training for people 
who wanted to become ride marshals. He said that TfL’s instructors were 
available to travel to groups to give the training. 
 

8. Any other business and date of next meeting 
 
Rupert said that he had attended a Stop Killing Cyclists die-in event near 
Trafalgar Square and a Mayfair Association meeting. He said that the overall 
attitude at the Mayfair Association meeting was against cyclists and cycle 
lanes. 
 
The date of our next meeting was agreed as Wednesday 14 June 2017, 
subject to Dave confirming with the venue.


