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Air Quality + Active Travel = Better Cycling 

The new council is talking sense on active travel – “more walking and cycling” to you and me, 
and air quality. We know that motor traffic is a major source of air pollution, and electric 
vehicles won’t fix emissions from tyre or brake wear, so the focus on active travel is essential.  
 
Councillors and officials have been to Waltham Forest with Richmond Cycling Campaign to see 
how areas can be changed for the better, and we’re hoping these insights are going to transfer 
into real change in our borough.  
 
There’s going to be a new ‘Active Travel Advisory Group’ to which we’ve been invited, focusing 
on all the things which can make walking and cycling better across the borough, whether it’s 
closing roads at school times, adding bike parking, building cycle lanes, improving pedestrian 
crossings, filtering residential roads, adding contraflow cycling, putting in dropped kerbs, bike 
channels on bridges, and overnight parking, to name a few. 
 
We want councillors in every ward to have an improvement they’re asking for that will make 
walking and cycling better, and you’re the person to help: where would you like to change?  
 
You can see what we asked new councillors here: 
https://www.richmondlcc.co.uk/2018/05/22/an-open-letter-to-our-new-councillors/ - can you ask them for 
something that will make a difference to you?  
 
There’s important changes ahead for Ham – we’re told that the excellent work done by the 
Ham and Petersham Neighbourhood Forum will form the basis of the next “Liveable 
Neighbourhoods” bid, unlocking millions of pounds for better walking and cycling in the area, 
potentially including a new bridge to link the two sides of the Thames. 
 
And last year’s Liveable Neighbourhood bid – Richmond – is also getting another look, with 
Richmond Cycling Campaign one of the parties asking for better facilities to walk and cycle 
around the town centre, and efforts to curb the dominance of motor traffic, much of which is 
driving through the town, rather than arriving to do business there.  
 

If you’ve had a good idea – tell us info@richmondlcc.co.uk – tell your councillors 
www.writetothem.com – tell your friends www.facebook.com/richmondcycling - tweet your 

friends @RichmondCycling – tell Living Streets (our Liveable London partners) 
www.livingstreets.org.uk and tell your neighbours (we can’t help so much with that one!) 

  



Waltham Forest Mini Holland – Can we be like them?  

Councillors and officials (and some of our members and the Teddington Society) went along on 
a tour of Waltham Forest, to see how they do things. The tour included councillors from all 
three parties with councillors, so it’s a real nudge – hopefully – towards better walking and 
cycling being a cross-party thing! 
 
To give you an idea, here are some of the things they saw, and some of the things we’re going 
to invite other councillors to see, too: 
 

 
A zebra crossing for cycling and walking, with 
an excellent cycle path on the opposite side 

 

 
Simple stuff – nice cycle stands where this 

used to be a through road 
 

 
Another road filtered for just walking and 
cycling, nicely demonstrated by the locals 

while we visited 
 

 
And another type of filter, making sure that 
people only drive to this street if they need 
to, but they can comfortably walk and cycle 

through 
 

If you’ve had a good idea – tell us info@richmondlcc.co.uk – tell your councillors 
www.writetothem.com – tell your friends www.facebook.com/richmondcycling - tweet your 

friends @RichmondCycling – tell Living Streets (our Liveable London partners) 
www.livingstreets.org.uk and tell your neighbours (we can’t help so much with that one!) 
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