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Are the wheels coming off 
Lambeth’s plans? 
 
Local council elections in Lambeth on Thursday 3 May resulted in Labour 
keeping control. There are now 57 Labour councillors, five Greens and one 
Conservative. 
 
We congratulate Cllr Claire Holland (no relation to our Coordinator, Charlie 
Holland) on her appointment as Cabinet Member for Environment and Clean 
Air. Claire’s brief includes “making Lambeth the most cycle friendly borough in 
London” and we look forward to working with her on this. We thank Cllr Jenny 
Brathwaite for her contribution in the role in recent years 
 
Just before the elections Lambeth council cabinet discussed a sustainability 
update. We ran fact check analysing the cycling related aspects of this. 
 
Contact your local councillors to ask them to support safer cycling in your area.  
 
The verdict  
For there to be any significant growth in cycling, segregated infrastructure is 
required on the busy roads that are usually the most direct routes from town 
centre to town centre.  
 
Routes designated 
on roads without 
segregation need to 
have a very low 
level of motor traffic 
- ideally below the 
Dutch guidance of 
2000 Passenger 
Car Units (PCUs) 
per day or at least 
TFL's benchmark 
for Quietways of 
3000 PCUs.  

Segregated space for cycling is required on busy roads. 
 

   

Rides, meetings and other events 
• 9 – 17 June – Bike Week 
• Wednesday 13 June – Dr Bike, Clapham Common 
• Tuesday 19 June – Lambeth Cyclists meeting & AGM 7.30pm 
• Wednesday 20 June – Dr Bike, opposite Oval tube 
• Wednesday 27 June – Dr Bike, opposite IMAX at Waterloo 
• Saturday 30 June – Architecture ride 
• Sunday 1 July – Dr Bike, West Norwood Feast 
• Tuesday 17 July – Lambeth Cyclists meeting 7.30pm 
• Saturday 28 July – Architecture ride 

 
Lambeth Cyclists meetings 
Lambeth Cyclists meetings take place on the third Tuesday of the month 
7:30 – 9:00pm at the Stockwell Centre, 1 Studley Road, SW4 6RA. This is 
just behind Stockwell tube station. Bike parking is available in the forecourt 
of the building.  
 
We look at the latest developments in cycling in the borough, look at and 
comment on plans and discuss problems. They are informal events – 
everyone is welcome! After the meeting we usually go to a nearby pub. 
 
Lambeth Cyclists rides and architecture rides 
We run leisurely, easy going rides generally on the last Saturday of the 
month, usually starting at 10:30am and lasting all day. Rides are run by 
volunteers and often final routes are not planned until shortly beforehand – 
information is available at our meetings, on the website, Twitter and the 
email group.  
 
Lambeth Cyclists news and discussion group 
Details of meetings, rides planned and other announcements are circulated 
on the email group as well as discussion of matters of Lambeth cycling 
interest – sign up today by sending a blank email to  
lambethcyclists+subscribe@googlegroups.com.  
 
Lambeth Cyclists on Twitter – don’t be a twit, stay up to date 
Follow @LambethCyclists on Twitter for day to day 'intelligence' on what's 
happening, reminders and updates.  
If you do not have a Twitter account, anyone can see our posts at 
twitter.com/LambethCyclists and on the homepage of our website. 
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Are the wheels coming off 
Lambeth’s plans? 
Lambeth “Quietway” routes have not currently filtered out through traffic so 
large sections remain both too busy and too fast - they will fail to create 
conditions for increased cycling.  
 

 
Bike hangers help those who do not have space but  

do not address safety. 
 
Lambeth council’s focus remains far too much on ‘soft’ measures such as 
training, parking and cycle hire. These improve conditions for existing cyclists 
but do not address the reason most frequently given for not cycling - worries 
about safety, and fear of motor traffic in particular.  
 
They are not, and cannot be, a substitute for a safe and attractive cycling 
environment. 
  
Find the full fact check report by Lambeth Cyclists at lambethcyclists.org.uk. 
 
 
Calling Dr Bike! 
Lambeth Council’s free Dr Bike events run every Wednesday evening through 
the summer plus sessions at events such as West Norwood Feast.  
 
Dr Bike will look at your brakes, tyres, gears and the general road-worthiness 
of your bike. The Dr Bike mechanics will fix any problems if it's possible to do it 
there and then. Otherwise they will tell you what is wrong so you can take your 
bike to a bike shop and explain the problem. 
 

Lambeth Cyclists AGM 
Our meeting on Tuesday 19 June includes our AGM. It is a great time to get 
more involved. Lambeth has the largest LCC membership of any borough in 
London, with more than 1000 members. We know many of you take time to 
respond to consultations, ask questions of your councillors and help in many 
other ways. Thank you! 
 
Could you join the Lambeth Cyclists’ committee?  
You don’t need any experience or qualifications, just an interest in promoting 
cycling in Lambeth and a few hours you can spare each month. 
 
To find out more email Charlie, Lambeth Cyclists' Coordinator 
info@lambethcyclists.org.uk. If you don’t want to join the committee, you’d still 
be very welcome to attend the meeting! 
 
 
What we learned the day we went to Hackney 
Lambeth Cyclists headed north for the recent Hackney Cycling conference. 
This event included sessions particularly relevant to people who ride in 
Lambeth. 
 
Will Norman, the Mayor’s Walking and Cycling Commissioner gave a 
presentation on Quietways which had some good news in it, if he delivers. 
 
He talked about TFL’s Cycling Level of Service approach being used to assess 
plans. According to a recent Freedom of Information Act request by Active 
Travel Now it hasn’t been used so far.  
 
There will be a new TFL team to review and assess Quietways looking at both 
new and existing routes. These routes should be iterative – the team and 
councils should be going back to improve routes where faults or weaknesses 
are found. He will also be tougher on funding, the team is going to look at 
approved but not yet built routes and will be much tougher about requiring low 
speeds and motor traffic volumes. 
 
We think all of that should be good for routes in Lambeth. It means we can 
keep pushing Lambeth on existing routes and getting them to seek necessary 
funding from TFL. 
 
Simon Phillips, Transport Manager at Lambeth Council also spoke. He talked 
about work towards a Lambeth cycle network including suggesting filtering 
streets to limit rat running is back on table in Lambeth.  
 
He also mentioned the A23 in Brixton and said that "road traffic reduction” on 
the cards. We hope this will see bikes and buses increasingly prioritised on the 
A23.   
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