
 

 

 

 

Template hustings questions 

In the run-up to the election, hustings will start popping up across the boroughs. This is a chance to 

meet and ask questions of the candidates who want to represent you on your council for the next 4 

years.  

However, asking a question can be nerve-wracking. So to get you started, here are 10 basic 

questions you might want to ask candidates when you get the opportunity:  

1. The Mayor is inviting ambitious bids for Liveable Neighbourhood funding, with grants 
available of up to 10 million pounds. Will your party commit to submitting a high-quality bid 
for the borough, and what changes would you aim to make there to transform conditions for 
people walking and cycling? 
 

2. Four out of ten children in London are overweight or obese: what would you and your party 
do to enable more children to walk and cycle to school, and in their neighbourhood, easily 
and safely? 

 
3. London has an air quality crisis, which causes the premature death of over 9,000 people in 

London each year. Motor vehicles are one of the biggest sources of air pollution in London, 
so what would you and your party do to make our streets better for people walking and 
cycling and our air safe to breathe? 

 
4. 'Satnavs’ and apps like Waze and Google maps often prompt drivers to avoid congestion by 

cutting through quiet residential neighbourhoods: what would you and your party do to stop 
this so that local residents can enjoy less traffic-ridden, quieter, cleaner air, and safer streets 
where they live? 

 
5. Only XX% of journeys that could be cycled in our borough actually are, accordingly to 

Transport for London analyses: what would you and your party do to improve people’s 
health and reduce the number of motor vehicles on our roads by enabling far more short 
journeys in the borough to be cycled? 

 
<You can find the percentage on potential cycle trips for your borough here (page 26)> 
 

6. The Mayor of London’s transport policy plans major reductions in motor traffic across 

London by 2041. What will you and your party do to help reach this target over your term?  

 

7. Around XXX of all households in our borough do not have access to a car. Those most likely 

not to own a car are those in deprived and vulnerable groups. Hence it is the poorest and 

most vulnerable among us who rely most heavily on public and walking and cycling to get 

 

 

http://content.tfl.gov.uk/analysis-of-cycling-potential-2016.pdf


around. What do candidates propose doing to ensure that these, most deprived members of 

our community, have access to improved levels of safe, reliable and affordable public and 

active transport? 

<You can find figures on car ownership in your borough here (page 6)> 

8. Whilst most car drivers are careful, we have a minority who put the rest of us in danger by 

speeding, blocking pavements and cycle tracks and other intimidating behaviours which 

have the potential to kill. What would you and your party do to crack down on this? 

 

9. I'm sure candidates are aware that around a third of the 4.6 million car journeys taken 

across London every day involve travel of less than 2 kilometres. Almost two thirds of these 

happen with only the driver in the car. And almost 90% of these journeys are undertaken by 

fit, healthy people according to surveys of drivers. What do candidates propose doing to 

reduce the millions of unnecessary car journeys happening across London and in our 

borough today? 

 

10. One of the key recommendations from the 2016 report on air pollution by the Royal College 

of Physicians and Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health was for everyone to alter the 

way they travel – to using walking, cycling and public transport. What measures are 

candidates proposing to make this change an easy and obvious one for residents? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/health_impact_of_cars_in_london-sept_2015_final.pdf

