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Bike sharing scheme on the way 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kingston – Surbiton Go Cycle 

facilities built 
Contractors for the Council have been busy 

since the start of the year continuing with the 

route between Kingston and Surbiton. Recently 

we’ve seen a 2.5m wide two-way cycle track built 

between Maple Road and The Crescent. The 

divider between the footway and the track is a 

product called “Cycleway Demarcation” and is the 

council’s new preferred way to indicate where to 

cycle and where to walk, which is especially 

useful for visually impaired people.  

 

      
     KCC members inspect the Ofo bike  
 
It looks like we will see bike sharing in the 

borough this year as Kingston Council considers 

which operator to have an agreement with. The 

borough Cycling Officer has been evaluating a 

number of schemes which have already launched in 

other parts of London and in other UK cities, with a 

view to agreeing that one can launch this year.  

In February Ofo Bikes contacted us to explain their 

system. The bikes are unlocked using the Ofo app on 

a smartphone and the cost is set at 50p per half hour, 

capped at £5 per day. The bikes are ‘Geofenced’ so 

that the bikes should only be usable in the ‘home’ 

area. Kingston town’s close proximity to Richmond 

borough means we’d be keen to see a hire system 

that allows bikes to be ridden between town centres 

in both boroughs. The dock-less bike we viewed 

appeared to be thoughtfully designed with solid tyres, 

front basket, dynamo lighting and weighed in at a 

reasonable 16 kgs. The alu –framed bike we saw was 

made by US brand Kent.  

 

KCC wanted 

the cycle track 

to continue all 

the way to 

Surbiton 

Station. At 

consultation 

residents said 

they didn’t want 

to lose the car 

parking beside 

Claremont 

Gardens which 

stopped the track getting even as far as the 

Waitrose vehicle entrance. The route will now 

take the longer arc along Surbiton Crescent which 

usually has little car traffic.   

We were concerned to see that the footway on the 

east side of Claremont Road has been narrowed 

in order to accommodate car parking on the road 

leaving it impractical for the hundreds of people 

who walk this route. KCC is sceptical about the 

proposed arrangements to get across the vehicle 

in/out lanes at Waitrose. The Council applied for 

‘Liveable Street’ funding from TfL to design and 

build a scheme at the Surbiton station roundabout 

which may have connected the Claremont Road 

scheme with St Mark’s Hill and the station, but this 

bid was not successful. 
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Skerne Road hazards 

The passage under the railway line at Skerne 
Road continues to be a great concern for cyclists. 
Steel bollards have been installed just north of the 
railway and corrugated ‘tactile paving’ laid at the 
foot of the newly-built steps. The tactile slabs are 
in a staggered arrangement so that as you pass 
the bollards heading south you avoid the ribs, but 
continue a few metres further and you are riding 
on the channels which make steering particularly 
tricky. Adding to this the problem is the failed 
adjacent street light leaving this area dark and 
more problematical for people on bikes. We have 
made representations to the council about the 
lamp not working and the paving which we want 
removed as we believe it serves no purpose. 

Rides  
We have a rides schedule stretching well into 
2018 – for complete details see our website 
KingstonCycling.org.uk  
Upcoming rides are on Sunday 4th Mar (10:30), 
Sun 18th Mar 2 shorter rides (starting 10:30 & 
2pm) , Sun 8th Apr (10:30), Sun 22nd Apr 
(10:30), Wednesday 25th Apr (19:30 – bring 
lights). All starting at the Ancient Market Place. 

Bike parking matters 

KCC campaigners have listed details of more than 50 

abandoned bikes around the borough, many of which 

are hogging parking space that cyclists want to use and 

most of which are unsightly. 

We have reminded the Councillors at the Residents’ 

Committee of the problem and again sought a 

resolution to the problem. We have discovered that the 

council’s Neighbourhood Rangers have not had training 

on the tools needed to remove bicycles or remnants of 

bicycles languishing on bike stands. We are trying to 

persuade the council to buy the necessary tools and 

get training for the officers to help solve this issue.  

Councillors themselves are keen to get this sorted and 

we will keep up the pressure until it’s sorted. 

We hear that people would like to see cycle parking 

stands outside John Lewis & Waitrose now that the 

railings have been removed. We have asked the 

council for this and hope to see some there soon.  

Work starts on Wheatfield Way  

As work continues on the Kingston Plaza 

Go Cycle ‘regeneration’ scheme, preparation 

has started for the building of the new two-way 

cycle track on the east side of Wheatfield Way 

from the College Roundabout to Old London 

Road/ (Wilkinson). New lamp columns have 

been installed and the shrubs and some trees 

along the route have been removed. Work to 

construct the new track is likely to take the 

remainder of 2018 and possibly it won’t be 

completed until sometime in 2019. This stretch 

will ultimately connect with the track already 

built to the north of Old London Road towards 

the station and southwards to the University on 

Penrhyn Road and onwards to Surbiton 

Crescent.  

Liaising with Kingston Council 

We are fortunate to have a group of informed 

and dedicated volunteers meeting with the 

council officers, finding out what is planned, 

putting forward recommendations and asking 

questions. We are sorry that Andy Allan will not, 

for the foreseeable future, be able to continue 

the great work he has done on Go Cycle, 

however we welcome Matt Stephen who will 

now be leading liaison on this. We also have a 

team who meet the borough cycling officer 

regarding non Go Cycle/ mini Holland issues. If 

you have concerns about facilities in the 

borough let us know by email on 

kingston@lcc.org.uk or Tweet @KingstonCycling 

 

 

 

Campaign Meetings: 

KCC campaign meetings happen on the second 

Tuesday each month i.e. 13th March, 10th April, 8th 

May etc. at 8pm. Our venue is the Kingston 

Environment Centre 1 Kingston Road, New 

Malden (by the Fountain roundabout). Meetings 

are open to all members and supporters of 

KCC/LCC. Call Jon on 07984 757761 if you want 

to check arrangements. 

Keep up to date! 

There’s simply too much news to include in this 

short newsletter. To keep in touch with cycle 

route proposals and changes please follow us 

on Twitter and Facebook @KingstonCycling or 

check our website at 

www.kingstoncycling.org.uk 

mailto:kingston@lcc.org.uk

