
PLANNING AHEAD
WITH EALING
COUNCIL

The last three months have seen much discussion
between ECC and the council on cycle planning mat-

ters.
ECC were invited to make a presentation in early Decem-

ber to the Council’s Transport Scrutiny Review panel. This
gave the opportunity to set down our key priorities for the
years ahead, thus:

KKeeyy pprriioorrii ttiieess ffoorr ccyyccll iinngg iinn EEaall iinngg::

Provide a Borough Cycling Network
Anyone aged 8 to 88 should feel confident to undertake
most local journeys by cycle, as a normal everyday activ-
ity that does not involve significant risk. A two-dimen-
sional network is required, not just east-west “Cycle
Superhighways”.

Reduce the unacceptably high level of coll isions on
the Uxbridge Road
The Uxbridge Road is the road carrying the highest
volume of cyclists in the borough. Many local trip des-
tinations lie along the Uxbridge Road, and for those who
commute by cycle to central and inner London it is the
fastest route. Many cross-borough cycling trips cannot
easily be made without using short lengths of the
Uxbridge Road for part of the journey.

Our presentation was well received. Most ofwhat ECC
are asking for is closely followed in the draft Ealing Cycling
Plan 2018-2021, which was published this month with a
consultation response deadline of 2nd March 2018. The
Plan is available here:

hhttttppss::////ggoooo..gg ll//uuggbbvvAA55
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SPRING RIDES
All rides start from Ealing Town Hall. Meet at 9.45am for a 10am
departure. Bring locks so that you can secure your bike at lunch
stops. We’ll generally be back in Ealing by 4pm, but don’t forget
lights ifyou think you might be out later! Any enquiries, please
email rides@ealingcycling.org.uk

Sunday 8 April
Please note that the April ride is a week later than usual, to
accommodate the Easter Bank Holiday weekend

Springtime Parks and River. Our regular scenic circuit
down to Kew Bridge, along the river to Mortlake and

into Richmond Park through the Sheen Gate. We will cross
the Park to the Ham Gate and follow the river via Kingston
to Hampton Court where we can admire the spring flowers.
  We stop for lunch at the café in Bushy Park before riding
on through the park and into Twickenham, returning along
the river via Marble Hill Park to Brentford and back to
Ealing.

Sunday 22 April

Not So Speedy ride to Twickenham and Kingston. An
additional mid-month ride for people who want to

travel a bit further and faster than our regular Leisurely
Ride but not as fast as serious road cyclists. The route will
take us via the Twickenham Rugby Stadium and the Stoop,
along the Crane River Path and across to Bushy Park for
lunch. The return ride is along the river to Ham and over
Richmond Park, returning to Ealing via Kew Bridge.

Sunday 6 May

Manor Farm and Denham. A ride out through the
suburbs ofnorth-west London and into the

countryside. We will make a stop at the Artisan Food Fair at
Manor Farm in Ruislip before going onto our lunchtime
stop in the pretty village ofDenham. The return ride takes
us across the Colne Valley and back to Ealing via the
Uxbridge branch of the Grand Union Canal.

Sunday 3 June

Richmond Park and Wimbledon Common. A lovely
green ride, almost all off-road. The climb up Richmond

Hill is rewarded with a gentle descent on the Tamsin Trail,
to leave Richmond Park via the Roehampton Gate and cross
into Wimbledon Common. After a lunchtime stop at the
cosy Windmill Café, we ride on through the Common,
crossing back into Richmond Park at the Robin Hood Gate.
We cross the Park to leave by the Sheen Gate and make our
way back to Ealing via Mortlake and the riverside path to
Kew Bridge.

Helen Hayes



mayoral policies are not then being
backed up by financial support to out-
er London boroughs such as Ealing.
Huge sums are being poured into radi-
al railway projects such as Crossrail 1
and 2, which will draw most of their
users from other public transport. But
virtually nothing is being spent on
creating a network of local cycle
routes that can also serve orbital
movements, the majority ofwhich are
currently undertaken by car.
Experience from the first part of

the 20mph zone east of the A406 is
that it is proving very hard to enforce,
especially on roads where motorists
feel the limit is unreasonable at
quieter times of the day. Unless the
limit is enforced, 20mph zones bring
the law into disrepute; it may be better
to allow a higher speed limit on some
roads and provide proper segregated
cycle facilities.
The final point we raised with the

council is the urgent need to progress
the design of cycle routes at Haven
Green. The Crossrail site offices
should be removed at the end ofnext
year; rather than just identically rein-
state what was there before, the op-
portunity should be taken to install
the relevant sections of the cycle net-
work included in the mini-Holland bid.
This could remove the need for
cyclists to have to continue riding
through the de facto bus station.
Agreement on principles will need to
be reached in 2018, to allow time dur-
ing 2019 for any common land ap-
provals needed.

Peter Mynors
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All are welcome to our meetings at
7:30pm on the first Wednesday of
every month. The next dates are:
4th April and 2nd May.

Our new venue is the Questors
Theatre opposite Walpole Park:
12 Mattock Lane, W5 5BQ

@EalingCyclists
info@ealingcycling.org.uk
www.ealingcycling.org.uk
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Also at the end of last year the
council learnt that they have been
successful in winning funding for the
West Ealing Liveable Neighbourhood
(WELN) bid. This will provide a major
facelift for West Ealing town centre
including the Lido Junction which lies
at the east end of the bid area. The
mayor’s Liveable Neighbourhoods
programme has a number of object-
ives, ofwhich helping cyclists is just
one, but we should see a number of
improvements for cycling in West
Ealing.
ECC committee members met the

council on 8th February to discuss
both the WELN scheme and the Ealing
Cycling Plan. The two topics are
closely inter-related; a key element of
the Ealing Cycling Plan will be a Cycle
Network, and any cycle routes passing
through the WELN area will need to be
recognised as such and designed ap-
propriately. In particular the cycle
crossing from Mattock Lane to Dean
Gardens will need to be made far more
direct and attractive than the current
layout. ECC look forward to contribut-
ing to the design for this, which is still
at an early stage.

The draft Plan promises that the
Cycle Network plan will be produced
during 2018, using feedback from the
round table meeting held at Ealing
Town Hall in November last year. It
may also make use of tracking data
from MoBikes, which when used an-
onymously can provide detailed origin
and destination information for cycle
trips including routeing, in a way that
has hitherto been impossible to obtain.
Overall the Plan will have ECC’s

strong support. We were pleased to
see the objectives set out at the front
of the document, especially the first
one that “Cycling will be at the fore-
front of road improvement schemes
and never seen as an afterthought”.
Another useful step forward is that the
Council will be reviewing local
planning policy with a view to en-
abling bike bunker installation in front
gardens ofproperties, without the
need for planning permission. This is
something for which ECC have been
campaigning since 2012.
The only disappointment is the low

level of investment proposed. For
2018 some initial measures on the
Uxbridge Road and the beginnings of
the borough-wide 20mph zone roll-out
are proposed, but otherwise only
design work is promised for this year.
ECC appreciate that this is not a mat-
ter that the council can fully control,
but the Mayor has issued a number of
documents such as his 2017 Transport
Strategy and the 2014/16 London
Cycling Design Standards which have
raised cyclists’ expectations. These
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Come ride the fantastic safe cycling
infrastructure in the Netherlands

and Belgium with us this September,
and raise money for good causes in
memory ofDavid Eales.
If you enjoy ECC's longer Social

Rides, you may find it surprising how
easy it can be to cycle from Dover to
Amsterdam in just four days!

This year's ride takes place from
15-18 September, with an optional UK
segment on the 13th and 14th.
Come along with us on this award-

winning ride! You can get more info,
including a link to the registration
form, here:
hhttttpp::////zzoorrkk..nneett//aammsstteerrddaamm//

Nick Moffitt




