
Final Number
From David Arditti, Brent Cyclists Co-ordinator

 I have been producing the Brent Cyclists Newsletter since 
2008. It became the Brent & Harrow Cyclists Newsletter the 
following year. Today, the LCC local groups have a lot of 
communication with members and supporters through 
Facebook and Twitter. I have also been producing a monthly 
e-mail News for members and supporters in Brent over the 
last year. These developments make the paper and PDF 
quarterly Newsletter seem less necessary, and the 
information in it is usually fairly out of date by the time it 
comes out, and so I have decided to stop producing it after 
this edition. This corresponds to my also stepping down as 
Co-ordinator of Brent Cyclists at the May Annual Meeting 
after 6½ years in that job. 

To receive the Brent Cyclists monthly email News, if you 
don’t already do so, subscribe via this link:
https://membership.lcc.org.uk/local-group-newsletter-signup

You can subscribe whatever borough you live in, and you 
can subscribe to email news from other boroughs as well. 

Harrow Cyclists don’t produce an e-news, but they have a 
Yahoo! e-mail group. To get on to this, send a blank email to 
harrowcyclists-subscribe@yahoogroups.co.uk.

The two groups have the obvious addresses of 
@BrentCyclists and @HarrowCyclists on Twitter and 
Facebook.

‘Close the Gates’ Valentine’s Protest
It may not have escaped your notice that Superhighway 11, 
originally promised by Boris Johnson as mayor back in 
2009 as a high-quality cycle route from Central to North-
West London, has never been built. Originally proposed to 
be on the A5 from Marble Arch to Edgware, it was later 
changed to the A41 from Baker Street to Child’s Hill, and 
then, by Andrew Gilligan, the Cycling Commissioner, in 
2013, to go from Portland place, via Regent’s Park Outer 
Circle and Swiss Cottage, all the way to Brent Cross. But 
TfL quickly dropped any idea of taking it north of Swiss 
Cottage, and what was left, to be consulted on in 2016, was 
some cycle lanes or tracks on Portland Place, the part-time 
closure of four of the gates to the park, and a rearrangement 
of the Swiss Cottage area that was as much a bus scheme as 
a cycle scheme. We supported the consultation, and so did 
60% of respondents. Then the scheme died when Sadiq 
Khan took over.

Camden Council are still willing to make the Swiss Cottage 
changes if the gates to Regent’s Park are closed to stop rat 
running via Avenue Road. No-one really seems to know 
why the gates have not been closed. LCC put out a media 
release on 12 February saying that ‘all stakeholders had 
agreed to the plan’, because replies from the Royal Parks 
and the Crown Estates Paving Commission (CEPC) said 
that both these bodies, that between them control the park, 
agree to the consulted 4-gate closure plan. Others, however, 
reported by the Ham & High newspaper two days later, 
claimed the claim of victory over the gates was untrue, as 
things were still as they had been for some time, with 
Westminster Council opposed to the gate closures (though 
they probably could not legally stop them). The Ham & 
High reported a statement from a spokesman for the mayor 
saying ‘If all the relevant authorities are now in agreement, 
we are keen to proceed with the plans as quickly as 
possible.’ This hardly seems a clear statement of 
commitment to the project from the mayor, leaving in doubt 
whom he considers the ‘relevant authorities’ to be.

Many in the cycling world doubt that the CS 11 plan will 
proceed at all. Some have suggested that Sadiq Khan has 
traded CS11, a project of the previous mayor,  off against 
the pedestrianisation of Oxford Street, his own project, 
telling Westminster Council behind the scenes that if they 
support the latter, they won’t get the former. Others suspect 
the influence of the RMT, a union representing many taxi 
drivers, that helped to fund Khan’s election campaign.

The group Stop Killing Cyclists, supported by some 
members of Brent Cyclists, mounted a protest at the gates to 
the park on a very dark, cold and wet Valentine’s night, 14 
February, calling on CEPC to implement the plan, and close 
the park to through-traffic without delay, to reduce danger 
and pollution for the benefit of all park users.
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Harrow cyclists ride to Uxbridge
Anoop Shah reports: 
We had a lovely Harrow Cyclists ride out on Sunday to the 
Rusty Bike Cafe in Uxbridge. The weather was so good we 
had our coffee outside! We discovered some of the unknown 
corners of NW London which you would never find if you 
weren’t on a bike. Great company with Tony, Kevin, Neal, 
Mick, Jackie, Corinne and Veronica. Thanks to Steph from 
The Bike Shop for the first photo. Not many thanks to 
Ealing for the most appalling piece of cycling 
‘infrastructure’ – barriers on a cycle track, very difficult to 
negotiate and placed about every 50 metres along the track. 
Small wonder that people avoid it (as we did!). 

Kingsbury Road scheme
Brent Cyclists have been lobbying the Brent Council to 
improve proposals for Kingsbury Town Centre. The latest 
plans, consulted on last December, have some excellent 
features, in principle, with one-way cycle tracks entirely 
separated from motor traffic on both sides on both sides of 
Kingsbury Road, from the Valley Drive junction to 
Kingsbury Circle. However, there are defects. While two of 
the bus stops are provided with cycle bypasses, two are not. 

The worse of these non-bypassed stops is between the 
station and the Circle. Here, westbound cyclists will be 
expected to pull out into the busy road, negotiating around 
stopped buses, before pulling back into a short section of 
cycle track approaching the Circle (which itself will 
continue to be as dangerous as it is now). No-one is likely to 
do this: instead, cyclists are likely to annoy bus passengers 
by attempting to cycle through the crowded waiting area, or 
they are likely to ignore the facilities. A site meeting with 
Brent’s Head of Transportation failed to find a solution to 
this issue acceptable to all. The fundamental problem is an 
insistence that general motor traffic must be able to continue 
to flow past the stopped buses (a criterion that was not 
applied to, for example, the successful cycle schemes on 
Carlton Vale, Kilburn, and Royal College Street, Camden.)

We are also worried that the minor junctions may not be 
designed well enough. We have made it clear repeatedly that 
cyclists following the main road on the cycle tracks should 
not have to give way at minor road junctions. We all know 
that cycle facilities that disadvantage cyclists as against 
using the road will not be popular.

Forthcoming events
Wed 7 March: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7.00pm Atrium of 
the Clayton Crown Hotel, Cricklewood Broadway (moved 
from Wembley because of a football fixture)
Wed 11 April: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7.00pm Atrium of 
the Clayton Crown Hotel, Cricklewood Broadway
Wed 2 May: Brent Cyclists Annual Meeting 7:00pm Pret 
a Manger, London Designer Outlet, Wembley

Harrow Cyclists meetings check the Harrow Cyclists 
Yahoo! group, Facebook group or harrowcyclists.org.uk.

Brent and Harrow Cyclists Contacts
Brent Cyclists Co-ordinator and newsletter editor: 
David Arditti, 94 Stag Lane, Edgware HA8 5LW, phone 
07866 456390, coordinator@brentcyclists.org.uk
Harrow Cyclists co-ordinator: Tony Levene, 60 Longley 
Road, Harrow HA1 4TH, phone 07828 580931, 
tony.levene@tiscali.co.uk
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