
Christmas is Coming

So Christmas is coming.  A time for festive 
fun with family and friends.  But also a time
to think about those less fortunate than 
ourselves.

If you are looking for a cycling charity to 
support this Christmas can I recommend 
World Bicycle Relief, 
https://worldbicyclerelief.org/en/.

The charity was set up in 2005 in response
to the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami.  
Partnering with aid organizations in Sri 
Lanka, the charity distributed more than 
24,000 bicycles to displaced survivors, 
providing access to education, healthcare 
and livelihoods while reconnecting entire 
communities.  The charity has now 
expanded and built programs to provide 
specially designed, locally assembled 
bicycles for students, healthcare workers 
and entrepreneurs across Africa, South 
America and South-east Asia. While the 
bicycles themselves help individuals 
conquer distance and increase their 
carrying capacity, maintaining and building 
the bikes has also created new economic 
opportunities by training field mechanics 

and employing bike assemblers to support 
the programs locally.

The Bikes that are called Buffalo bikes and
are about as strong as a Buffalo.  
Featuring steel alloy frames, forks and 
spokes and a rear carrier  that can carry an
incredible 100kg.  Each Bike costs just 
under £100.  In areas where walking is the 
only mode of transport, a Buffalo Bicycle 
offers the real and immediate benefit of 
reliable access to essential goods and 
services including education and 
healthcare.

Hire Bikes and Zero Emission 
Deliveries.

The council have recently commissioned a 
zero emission delivery service and a 
dockless bike hire scheme.

Outspoken Deliveries have won a contract 
from the council to run a zero emissions 
delivery company in Waltham Forest for 2 
years.  The company already operates in 
Cambridge, Norwich and Glasgow.  In 
Waltham Forest the brand is called ZED.  
The plan over the next 2 years is to create 
a sustainable business.  The new company
was launched on the 28th of September.  
The staff who will ride the delivery bikes 
will come from Waltham Forest and 
receive the London living wage.  They are 
based in one of the railway arches near 
Leyton Midland station.  The delivery fleet 
is made up of electric assisted cargo bikes 
and trikes.  More information about the 
scheme can be found here:
www.zedwalthamforest.co.uk.

https://worldbicyclerelief.org/en/
http://www.zedwalthamforest.co.uk/


You may have seen these bikes popping 
up on the streets around Waltham Forest.

These bikes are from Urbo a new dockless
bike hiring scheme in the borough.  
Labelled as ‘Uber for bikes’, dockless bike 
sharing works by users opening an app on 
their smart phone and selecting a bike off a
map, or alternatively by walking up to a 
bike on the street and scanning a QR 
code. The app then unlocks a rear wheel-
lock on the bike. Unlike “Boris Bikes” there 
are no docking stations, leaving the user 
the freedom to start and end their journey 
where they wish. When the user finishes 
their journey, they simply click the lock 
back into place and the users’ online wallet
is automatically charged. Each half-hour 
journey costs just £0.50.  If you want to 
find out more about the scheme their 
details are here:

http://urbosolutions.com/

Their app can be on your phone's app 
store and are free to download.

Christmas Present Suggestion

A great present for a cycling Christmas is a
membership of London Cycling Campaign.
Not only would the present help to support 
the campaigns that will help make London 
a great cycling city but membership also 
comes with some great benefits.  There is 
free 3rd party insurance for all members, 
deals on bike theft insurance and a free 
legal helpline.  There are savings to be had
with many cycling brands and discounts at 
over 100 cycle shops including many of the
shops in Waltham Forest (see Waltham 

Forest Cycling Campaigns website for 
details of local cycle shops offering a 
discount).
Further details can be found here:
https://membership.lcc.org.uk/

Waltham Forest Cycling Campaign runs a 
number of regular rides every month as 
well as keeping a record of all the 
organised rides in the borough.  If you are 
interested in joining one of the rides you 
can find out more about upcoming events 
at WWW.wfcycling.wordpress.com and 
WWW.walthamstowfamilybikeclub.wordpre
ss.com.

If you want any more information about 
cycling in the borough then drop me an 
email at David@wfcycling.org.uk

Merry Christmas and Happy Cycling
David Hamilton
WFCC Coordinator
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/WFcycling
Twitter: @wfcycling
Website: https://wfcycling.wordpress.com/

https://wfcycling.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WFcycling
mailto:David@wfcycling.org.uk
http://WWW.walthamstowfamilybikeclub.wordpress.com/
http://WWW.walthamstowfamilybikeclub.wordpress.com/
http://WWW.wfcycling.wordpress.com/
https://membership.lcc.org.uk/
http://urbosolutions.com/

