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Support the proposed walking and cycling bridge 
between Canary Wharf and Rotherhithe 

Transport for London has recently opened a consultation on a 

proposed walking and cycling crossing of the Thames between 

Canary Wharf and Rotherhithe. A new bridge for pedestrians 

and cyclists in this location has been under discussion for many 

years now, so it is exciting to see the proposal make some 

progress. 

The consultation offers three river crossing options: a tunnel, 

an enhanced ferry service, or a bridge. However, it seems 

unlikely that a tunnel will be built due to the high cost, and an 

enhanced ferry service would not bring about the permanent 

step-change in connectivity that a fixed crossing would. A 

bridge is therefore TfL’s preferred option. 

Support on our side of the river has been less vocal than in 

Rotherhithe, despite of the great benefits of a bridge. We therefore urge you to respond to the 

consultation supporting a bridge by its closing date of 8 January.  The consultation can be 

found here: www.tfl.gov.uk/R2CW-crossing.  A second-round consultation, covering the detailed 

design of any crossing, is likely to take place in summer 2018. 

Volunteers needed for our local election campaign  

Cycling has previously been a big election issue in the borough, and we hope the same will be true 
when Tower Hamlets goes to the polls on 3 May next year to elect its mayor and councillors. We 
need volunteers to get involved in a wide variety of work to make this happen – it could include 
planning strategy, leafleting, organising hustings or promoting email campaigns. If you are keen to 
get involved – even if you are not sure what you might do or can only offer a small amount of time 
– please email wheelers@towerhamletswheelers.org.uk or just come along to one of our monthly 
meetings. 

A preview of the Tower Hamlets Cycling Manifesto 

A major part of the Tower Hamlets Wheelers local election campaign for May 2018 will be to ask 
political parties to commit to a set of deliverables on cycling in the borough. To this end, we are 
producing the Tower Hamlets Cycling Manifesto, which we will ask parties to sign up to. The 
finalised Manifesto will be published well before the election, but our main asks for the 2018-22 
administration are as follows: 

Upcoming Events 

Monthly Meeting  
Wednesday, 13 December – 7:30pm 
at The Cabin, St Margaret's House, 
Old Ford Road E2 9PL 

Our monthly meeting (every second 
Wednesday of the month) to discuss 
various projects within the borough. 
From workshops, to consultations to 
upcoming rides - varied agenda and 
all very welcome.  

Bicycle Maintenance Workshop  
Saturday, 16 December – 11am at 
Limehouse Town Hall, 646 
Commercial Road E14 7HA 

Hands-on workshop (every third 
Saturday of the month) with Dr Bike 
available if you need any help.  Tea, 
cake and chat available! 

More info at: wheelers.org.uk/diary 



1. Complete the cycling routes identified in the TfL’s Strategic Cycling Analysis to a high 
quality, updating the borough cycling strategy to include them where necessary. 

2. Implement low-traffic neighbourhoods across half the borough. This would involve area-
wide traffic management schemes to keep through traffic on major roads, similar to those 
which have been implemented in Hackney over many years, and more recently (and to 
great acclaim) in Waltham Forest. 

3. Radically increase the provision of secure residents’ bike parking. This includes the 
installation of bike hangars and other facilities, and allowing garages to be rented for bike 
storage – as well as testing demand for public bike parking with “car bike ports”, which can 
be placed in parking spaces. 

Let’s use the manifesto to make cycling a top priority locally. 

London Cycling Campaign HQ moves to Wapping 

We're pleased to welcome London Cycling Campaign's staff to the borough as the LCC's HQ 
moved to Wapping in November. Their new address is London Cycling Campaign, Unit 201, 
Metropolitan Wharf Building, 70 Wapping Wall, Wapping, London, E1W 3SS. 

Suggest locations for secure bike parking facilities 

If you missed our email regarding this subject and would like to request Tower Hamlets council to 

install more lockable on-street bike storage facilities near your home, please email 

cycling@towerhamlets.gov.uk or take action via the council’s FiFiLi app which can be downloaded 

from Google Play or the iTunes App store.  Open the app, use the heart button (Love It), add a 

brief description of the site, then attach a photo of your chosen location and update the marker 

location button before you hit send.  Please contact heike@wheelers.org.uk to let us know how 

you got on. 

 

Find out more about this and other cycling-related issues in the Tower Hamlets Cycling Strategy 
document (https://goo.gl/XC3aCi) or search for ‘Tower Hamlets: a cycling borough’ on the 
internet. 

Dr Bike’s Top Tips 

With the long winter nights upon us check that your lights are 
working correctly and that your bike and wheel reflectors are 
clean. 

If you wear a reflective tabard ensure that this is also clean. 

If you need further help and advice then bring your bike to the 
Wheelers' workshop (see details on reverse). 


