
the Uxbridge Road. If it achieves its
target of 1500 signatures by 27
November, it will trigger a full debate
of Ealing council – probably on Tues-
day 19th December.
There are several possible sources

for funding improvements. Transport
for London’s Strategic Cycling Analys-
is, published earlier this year, identi-
fied the Uxbridge Road corridor as one
of the top 25 routes in London for po-
tential growth in cycling, and has tar-
geted it for further study. The council
has put in a bid to TfL’s Liveable
Neighbourhoods scheme for 8 million
pounds to improve West Ealing. ECC
would like to see the scheme include
improvements to the Lido junction, a
better crossing from the Dean Gardens
shared-use path to Mattock Lane and a
cycle crossing of the Uxbridge Road to
link Broughton Road and Broomfield
Road.
Over the past 3 years, HGVs have

been involved in over 70% of cyclist
deaths in London. LCC has led the calls
for a redesign of lorry cabs so drivers
have a clear view ahead, and we are
now beginning to see the first ‘Direct
Vision’ cabs on the road. For details,
and information on safe cycling
around lorries visit:

lloorrrryyssaaffeettyy.. ll cccc..oorrgg..uukk

Martin Gorst
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I t has been a sad autumn, with twocyclists killed on Ealing’s roads. On
12 October, Claudia Manera, a 51 year-
old fitness instructor was hit with a
lorry on the Uxbridge Road at the
junction with Northfield Avenue. She
died a week later. Then, on 9 Novem-
ber, Darshan Singh Heer, an 86 year-
old retired teacher, was hit with a
lorry on South Road in Southall while
cycling to a local park.
Following the death ofClaudia

Manera, Ealing Cycling Campaign or-
ganized a march calling on Ealing
Council to Make the Uxbridge Road
Safe. Over 250 people, including Rupa
Huq, MP and councilors from all
parties, walked from the town hall to
the Lido junction in West Ealing where
a minute’s silence was held in memory
ofClaudia. The police did an excellent
job marshaling the procession –
Claudia had worked for them before
setting up as a fitness instructor.
After the march, the council invited

cyclists to a meeting at the town hall
to exchange views on cycling in the
borough. About 50 cyclists attended

the workshop and contributed ideas.
The police will soon put one of these,
Operation Close Pass, into action;
drivers who pass too close to cyclists
will be stopped and educated about
the dangers. Sadly, two days after the
meeting with the council, Darshan
Singh Heer was killed in Southall. On
the evening of 10 November, around
25 cyclists joined his family and
friends for a vigil.

In the wake of the march, a new
group has formed: Make Uxbridge
Road Safe, which is campaigning to
make the road safe for all road users.
Between 2012 and 2016, three people
were killed on the Uxbridge Road and
over 300 people injured, 46 of them
seriously. Although the Uxbridge Road
makes up only 2% ofEaling’s road net-
work, it accounts for 20 percent of
pedestrian casualties, and 25% of
cycling casualties in the borough.
More alarmingly, over a third of
cyclists killed or seriously injured in
Ealing were injured in collisions on the
Uxbridge Road. The new campaign has
started a petition calling for Ealing
Council to carry out a safety review of
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All are welcome to our meetings at
7:30pm on the first Wednesday of
every month. The next dates are:

3rd January and 7th February.
Our new venue is the Questors
Theatre opposite Walpole Park:

12 Mattock Lane, W5 5BQ
@EalingCyclists
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Fifty years ago London had ambi-
tious plans for motorway building.

Some schemes like the M4 elevated
section and Westway were actually
built. But once the wider con-
sequences of a Los Angeles style city
were recognised, the motorway
programme was abandoned and public
transport was seen as the way ahead –
cycling not yet having been recognised
as an even better alternative for most
local journeys.
One consequence of this change of

heart was that the authorities became
very reluctant to compulsorily pur-
chase property for road-building pur-
poses. Where land had already been
acquired, such as alongside the A40
and A406 through Ealing, it was sold
off for development as a deliberate
political act to prevent road building
schemes being resurrected.
But is the current road network fit

for purpose without any changes at
all? Once the needs ofpedestrians and
cyclists are taken into account, there
are many junctions where local
widening of the approaches would en-
able proper provision to be made for
vulnerable road users at the locations
where they most need help. This often
means that building lines will need to
be set back – subject of course to con-
servation considerations where genu-
inely special buildings exist.
Local widening schemes are best

carried out when the adjacent prop-
erty is being redeveloped. If the
council has established a scheme in
advance through its Development
Management policies, the building line
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can be set back when redevelopment
takes place to allow extra space for
cycle lanes and better pedestrian
crossings. If at the same time a higher
building is allowed than before, the
streetscape proportions will be re-
tained and the effect on site values
may even be beneficial.
The Lido junction is one of two spe-

cific locations where ECC asked for
widening lines to be set down, when
the Local Development Framework
(LDF) was being consulted on by the
council exactly ten years ago. Since
then the corner site (Coral) has in fact
been redeveloped. If the LDF had
included a widening line as we
suggested the building line could have
been set back as part of the works, to
enable a proper cycle lane leading up
to the traffic signals stop line to be
provided.
More recently the council have

sometimes taken a more pro-active
stance – for instance in requiring the
Carphone Warehouse building line to
be set back when the 9-42 Broadway
site is redeveloped. But other requests
from ECC that land for cycle related
infrastructure be safeguarded have
fallen on deaf ears at the council’s
planning department. TfL have been
similarly unconcerned, as demon-
strated at the McDonalds inquiry two
years ago. The planning system could
be a powerful tool for establishing
better cycle facilities over the next
couple of decades, if only the authorit-
ies looked further ahead.

Peter Mynors

7 January
HHeeaadd ttoo tthhee HHii ll ll ss

Our annual New Year tradition, a
short ride in which we head out to the
north-west of Ealing, and ride up
every hill which Murray can find (ap-
parently, he’s found an additional hill
since last time…), up to the top ofHar-
row-on-the-Hill. Then it’s back down
to Pitshanger in time for lunch at the
Duke ofKent.

4 February
PPuuttnneeyy,, WWaannddsswwoorrtthh && FFuullhhaamm
A quiet riverside ride, following the

Thames path on the south side of the
river, from Kew Bridge, via Mortlake
and Barnes, to a lunch time stop in
Putney with its wide range of cafes
and bars.   The afternoon ride takes us
through Wandsworth Park, before
crossing back over the river and mak-
ing our way home through the quiet
suburban roads of Fulham, Hammer-
smith and Acton. 

4 March
DDaavviidd EEaalleess’’ BBiirrtthhddaayy RRiiddee
To commemorate the birthday

month ofDavid Eales, the outstanding
campaigner for cycling in Ealing who
died in 2016, we will undertake a short
ride in the local area, including places
which were special to him. We will
include a stop at the Fox pub in Han-
well, to mark David's birthday and his
memory in his favourite watering
hole.

Helen Hayes

WINTER RIDES SCHEDULE
All rides start from Ealing Town Hall on the first Sunday ofeach month. Meet at 9.45am for a 10am departure.
Bring locks and lights; during the winter months, our rides are shorter but it will still be dusk by the time we return to Ealing.

The London Bike Hub have
maintenance classes to suit all

skill levels. Basic courses are on the
first Saturday of every month.

wwwwww.. lloonnddoonnbbiikkeehhuubb..ccoomm




