
‘Liveable neighbourhood’ plan for 
Wealdstone fails to impress
Before Sadiq Khan was elected Mayor of London, he 
agreed to LCC’s ‘Sign for Cycling’ campaign demands for:

1) A threefold increase in the mileage of protected lanes

2) A Mini-Holland scheme in every borough

3) Only the safest ‘direct vision’ lorries on the streets.

The ‘Liveable Neighbourhoods’ programme is supposedly 
the re-badged answer to demand no. 2, but the maximum 
funding available to boroughs for these schemes, that are 
supposed to prioritise walking and cycling in specific 
neighbourhoods, is only a third of what was spent on each 
of the last mayor’s Mini-Holland schemes, and the catch is 
that now facilitating bus travel seems to be within the 
definition of what is allowed.

Sure enough, Harrow's proposed mini-Holland is mainly a 
bus scheme, with buses rerouted along the high street and 
cosmetic changes to the public realm. The ‘Cross-Harrow 
Cycle Route’ will have a new shared footway option on the 
narrow footway under the railway bridge at Headstone 
Drive, but the existing segregated cycle path outside Trinity 
Church will be removed (converted to shared footway 
public space for markets), the cycle path along Canning 
Road will be converted to a bus road, and the cycle path 
along George Gange Way will be converted to shared 
footway. There will be a new segregated cycle path about 10 
metres long going from George Gange Way into Palmerston 
Road, which seems pointless, and a contraflow cycle lane on 
Canning Road that gets confused with a pedestrian crossing 
at the south end. Otherwise the scheme is entirely a 
‘prettifying’ one with new paving and trees, plus a few cycle 
stands. 

If this is the standard of Liveable Neighbourhood scheme 
we are to expect, then this is deeply worrying, as they will 
not meet the mayor’s campaign pledge on mini-Holland-
type schemes.

The issues with the Harrow scheme are that the designs for 
cycling are poor, with cyclists and pedestrians too often in 
the same space, there are no useful segregated cycle lanes, 
and there is no new filtering of roads to take out through 
motor traffic. Harrow Cyclists will be objecting to the 
scheme as it stands, while suggesting more useful, 
genuinely ‘liveable’ alternatives.

Anoop Shah & David Arditti

An example of the poor design in the Wealdstone scheme: 
the cycle lane conflicts with the zebra crossing, and then the 
route merges into ‘shared use’ pavement (blue) on the A409

Please support ‘20's Plenty for Brent’
Brent Cyclists are running a campaign to get the borough to 
make 20mph the default speed limit in the borough. 
Increasingly London boroughs are adopting this policy, to 
cover all but the largest roads. We know that 20mph does 
not solve all cycling problems – we still need safe space on 
busy roads, better junctions, etc.  –  but it does set a context 
for a less dangerous, more people-friendly environment. We 
would like supporters to email their councillors with our 
suggested letter, or some personalised variant of it. You can 
find this at https://wp.me/p8xlHZ-87, and you can find out 
the addresses of your councillors though 
democracy.brent.gov.uk.

Harrow ‘Breeze Rides’ for women
Breeze Rides are organised under the umbrella of British 
Cycling, by women and for women. Rides starting in 
Harrow are currently occurring once per month. There are 
limited number of places on each ride, so you need to book 
to go on them. You can find out details via a Facebook page: 
search for HSBC UK Breeze Network Harrow.  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Brent Cyclists wins award for ‘Best 
Infrastructure Campaign’ of 2016/17
At the LCC AGM in October, Brent Cyclists won the award 
for ‘Best Infrastructure Campaign’ in the last year for their 
campaign for the semi-segregated cycle route on Carlton 
Vale. This was against some stiff competition from Enfield 
Cycling Campaign (campaign for A105 cycle lanes) and 
Hounslow Cycling Campaign (campaign to close Church 
Street, Isleworth, to motor traffic).

The award is collected by Henry Lancashire (left) and 
David Arditti (centre) from Stuart Kightley of Osbornes 
Law, LCC’s legal partners

Credit should go to David Evans, a former committee 
member of Brent Cyclists, now moved away, for the initial 
idea for Brent and Westminster councils to celebrate the 
achievements of Sir Bradley Wiggins in the Olympic year, 
2012, by building a quality cycle route on the road on which 
he grew up (actually in the Westminster part). It took five 
years of campaigning for the Brent section to get built (and 
Brent actually succeeded in building a small section in 
Westminster as well). Support was gradually built up in that 
time amongst the local community and councillors, so that 
the public consultation last year garnered an amazing 83% 
support.

The route is now complete, and a group of Brent Cyclists 
rode it in both directions on 12 November. Our 
observations, and reports from other users, suggest it is 
working well, including the new crossings that allow 
northbound cycling from Carlton Vale to Salusbury Road, 
though there is sometimes illegal obstructive car parking. 
The build-up of autumn leaves on the westbound track has 
been a hazard that we have asked the council to deal with. 

We are expecting a ceremonial opening of the route at some 
time not yet determined. Of course what we need next is for 
Westminster Council to continue the infrastructure on the 
section of the road west of the Kilburn Park Road traffic 
lights. But effective pressure for this can only come from 
Westminster residents and councillors.

Brent parks: bye-laws and gates
For many years Brent Cyclists have been trying to get a 
solution to the problem that Brent’s parks bye-laws (posted 
at the entrance to every park) actually ban cycling totally, 
apart from a strange exception for Gladstone Park in the 
morning only. This rule is not, in practice, enforced by 
anyone, but it creates a legal contradiction, as Brent is 
actually creating cycle routes in parks (for example, the new 
path that has been built with Transport for London cycling 
funds in Gladstone Park as part of Quietway 3), and it 
makes those cycling in parks potentially vulnerable to 
complaints from aggrieved members of the public. 

At the meeting of the Brent Cycle Forum in September,  it 
was announced that officers believe the bye-laws could be 
changed, so cycling can be officially designated for certain 
paths in parks, but not others, as early as next year. This is 
good news. 

However, in unrelated developments, the Parks Department 
have installed gates that obstruct cycling in two locations: at 
the Olive Road entrance to Gladstone Park, and an even 
more obstructive example at King Edward VII Park, by 
Willesden Sports Centre. These are to prevent powered two-
wheelers going through the parks, but they make access 
difficult or impossible by non-standard bikes such as 
disability-adapted cycles or cargo carriers. We are pressing 
for other solutions to be tried instead, such as anti-
motorcycle humps. If you are interested in this subject, 
contact Sylvia Gauthereau (s.gauthereau@btinternet.com) 
who is leading the campaign on this.

Forthcoming events
Wed 20 December: Harrow Cyclists Christmas Social 
7:30 Masa Afghan Restaurant, Headstone Road (Post Office 
side), Wealdstone. Book with Tony Levene (address below)
Wed 10 January: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7:00pm Pret a 
Manger, London Designer Outlet, Wembley 
Wed 7 February: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7.00pm Atrium 
of the Clayton Crown Hotel, Cricklewood Broadway
Wed 7 March: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7:00pm Pret a 
Manger, London Designer Outlet, Wembley
Harrow Cyclists meetings check the Harrow Cyclists 
Yahoo! group, Facebook group or harrowcyclists.org.uk.

Brent and Harrow Cyclists Contacts
Brent Cyclists Co-ordinator and newsletter editor: 
David Arditti, 94 Stag Lane, Edgware HA8 5LW, phone 
07866 456390, coordinator@brentcyclists.org.uk
Harrow Cyclists co-ordinator: Tony Levene, 60 Longley 
Road, Harrow HA1 4TH, phone 07828 580931, 
tony.levene@tiscali.co.uk
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