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LCC welcomes the opportunity to comment on the guidance for developing third Local 
Implementation Plans (LIP).  
 
The draft Mayor’s Transport Strategy (MTS) focuses on the need to enable and increase 
sustainable transport journeys (walking, cycling and public transport) in London. LCC 
supports this vision, as growing sustainable and active travel are key solutions to many of 
the challenges facing London, such as keeping its rapidly growing population moving, 
reducing illegal levels of air pollution, tacking congestion, reducing ill health caused by 
inactive lifestyles, improving access to transport and mitigating climate change.  
 
London’s boroughs have a vital role to play in achieving the goals set out in the MTS, as they 
hold responsibility for 95% of London’s roads. As such, the Third Local Implementation Plans 
(LIPS) draft document will be a crucial tool in ensuring that the MTS vision is realised.  
 
LCC welcomes and supports this third LIPS guidance, in particular the emphasis on ensuring 
each borough’s LIP is “informed by evidence and analysis of local needs and issues and that 
it is shaped by the wider context of the MTS vision, the MTS Healthy Streets Approach and 
the MTS policies, proposals and outcomes” (2.2, p17).  
 
Because boroughs will have such a significant role to play in achieving the vision of the MTS, 
it is also vital that there is a robust process in place to ensure that LIP funding will only be 
released to boroughs for schemes that fully align with the MTS.  
 
To further strengthen the improvements already contained within third LIP draft document, 
LCC recommends that it is revised to include:   
 

- Clear guidance on the minimum quality of schemes that will be funded and that 
specific reference is made to the London Cycle Design Standards 2014 (and 
subsequent revisions).  We believe ambitious minimum Healthy Streets Check 
scores, and other scheme assessment methods, should be applied to ensure 
schemes are good enough to genuinely further the aims of the MTS. Similarly, the 
evaluation of how well borough LIP plans align with the MTS should include 
assessments of scheme quality and plan ambitions. 
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- Examples of schemes and approaches to design that would genuinely further the 
aims of the MTS (in Part 2 “LIP Toolkits: Implementing the MTS at a Borough 
Level”). At the moment, the examples cited would not do this. This includes using 
“increase number of junctions treated to improve safety” as a delivery indicator to 
making “London’s transport system will be safe and secure”, but the number of 
junctions treated will not in itself accurately predict reductions in KSIs, without a 
quality bar for each junction treated; more taxi stands and coach facilities are 
unlikely to result in more people traveling using public transport; and cycle parking is 
not in itself a good indicator of more people cycling. 
 

- An explicit commitment to only supporting schemes that are benchmarked against 
the key targets of the MTS . In Part 2 “LIP Toolkits: Implementing the MTS at a 
Borough Level”, there is significant weakening of some key targets as explained in 
indicators. “Proportion of borough residents living within 400m of the London Cycle 
Network” may be taken as a reference to the abandoned London Cycle Network 
which dates back to Ken Livingstone’s mayoralty and whose quality is recognised as 
inadequate according to the current London Cycle Design Standards (LCDS) 2014. 
Such an indicator would contradict the Mayoral pledge to ensure “70 per cent of 
Londoners to live within 400 metres of a high-quality, safe cycle route by 2041” (our 
underlining). The cycling KPI needs to clarify that a new high-quality and safe cycle 
network, meeting LCDS 2014 standards with a minimum Cycling Level of Service or 
Healthy Streets Check score, is being referred to. The Guidance also needs to make 
reference to the target of doubling cycling levels (or more) to 1.5 million journeys 
per day.  

 
- Clarity that ‘cherry picking’ of Healthy Streets measures by boroughs will not be 

acceptable.  In order to secure LIP funding, schemes must address the MTS 
principles such reducing motor traffic levels, providing access to high quality safe 
cycle routes, and increasing cycling and walking.  
 

- Active travel by children will be used as a measurable. Cycling to school in London is 
very low (less than 2% of trips) compared to the Netherlands (40% of trips)  
 

- Borough membership of the Constriction Logistics and Community Safety standard, 
or equivalent as one of the safety measure indicators. 
 

- An outline of the other tools that will be used and/or developed to ensure that 
boroughs that forego LIP funding and/or that use other funding streams to 
produce schemes out of alignment with the MTS are also brought into alignment 
with the aims of the MTS. The LIP guidance alone cannot, and will not, be enough to 
deal effectively with some boroughs where the views of officers and/or councillors 
are in significant variance to the Mayor and the MTS. New road building, for example 
a new road bridge enabling through traffic to travel through the Olympic Park, would 
undermine the Mayor’s target to reduce motor traffic levels, and should not be 
supported.  
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About the London Cycling Campaign 
 
The London Cycling Campaign (LCC) represents the interests of those who cycle in the 
capital and those who want to. Member-led, we have 12,500 full members and another 
30,000 supporters. 
 
Our vision for London is a city where people of all ages and abilities can cycle safely and 
enjoyably, and we believe that making cycling the number one transport choice for 
everyday local journeys will generate immense quality of life, environmental, health and 
economic benefits for everyone. 
 
We campaign for London’s political leaders and decision-makers to remove the barriers that 
prevent people benefiting from the freedom and convenience that cycling brings, including 
by developing and proposing our own innovative solutions. 
 
We also work in partnership with businesses, local authorities, community groups, schools 
and other institutions to directly promote cycling at the grass roots and across all London’s 
communities. 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 


