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This consultation response is on behalf of the London Cycling Campaign, the capital’s leading cycling 
organisation with more than 12,000 members and 30,000 supporters. The LCC welcomes the 
opportunity to comment on proposals. The response is in support of the response from Croydon 
Cyclists, London Cycling Campaign’s local branch, and was developed with input from LCC’s 
Infrastructure Advisory Panel. 

The Croydon Fiveways scheme is opposed. It is designed with an increase in motor vehicle capacity, 
and therefore future volume, in mind – which goes directly against the central targets in the draft 
Mayor’s Transport Strategy. If this proposal goes ahead it will likely ensure this area remains a 
significantly hostile barrier to walking and cycling uptake for decades. At the same time, the 
proposals fail to provide significant safety improvements for those currently cycling in the area, and 
absolutely fail to provide enough cycling and walking improvements to trigger any degree of likely 
mode switch from private motor vehicles etc. This is despite the junctions featured here being 
bordered by new school sites, a leisure centre and the development being on the route to a new 
shopping centre. The scheme prioritises motor vehicle trips to all these amenities over any 
possibility of walking or cycling to them. 

Specific points about the scheme: 

- All cycle lanes should be replaced, given the volumes and speeds of motor vehicle traffic 
throughout, with cycle tracks featuring physically separate and protected space for cycling. 
Similarly, part-time bus lanes (Stafford Road) with inset parking bays do not represent 
appropriate cycling infrastructure – particularly when such lanes are set to be shared with 
high volumes of aggressive and fast motor traffic, including private hire/taxi motor vehicles 
and motorcycles. Nor do shared use pavements and toucan, staggered crossings represent 
facilities likely to lead to increased levels of cycling or walking. All stretches of the road 
without cycle tracks, should feature tracks. 
 

- Junctions should be designed to enable safe and comfortable cycling turning movements 
from and to all directions. All of the key junctions in this scheme retain unsafe and hostile 
movements. 
 

- At the main “Fiveways” junction (including Wrangthorn Walk, Denning Avenue etc.), there 
are failures to accommodate safe and comfortable cycling movements on every single arm, 
including the Retail Park. Serious “hook” collision risks are retained throughout, with several 
likely Cycling Level of Service “critical issues”. Here the consultation drawings are crystal 
clear that “junction capacity” increases, for more predicted motor vehicle movements, have 
trumped walking and cycling safety and comfort – thus ensuring the junction remains a 
hostile barrier to any more walking and cycling. 
 

- At the Croydon Road junction, there are no cycle facilities for those arriving from the 
northern section of the A23 Purley Way, no facilities for those exiting the Waddon Retail 
Park (a key amenity), no facilities for people turning into the retail park from the southern 
arm of the A23, and a lack of appropriate facilities for those going ahead with ahead motor 
traffic on the A23 – north-south movements represent the current dominant flow of cycling 
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traffic through the area (circa 500 movements daily). An “ASL” in this location is absolutely 
not appropriate – instead, the lane could easily be designed to accommodate ahead and 
right movements, and tracks could be extended north on the other side of the junction. 
 

- At the Epsom Road/A23 junction going ahead, southbound, requires merging out of a cycle 
lane into fast-moving and/or congested traffic, crossing at least one lane of traffic. This is a 
clear “critical issue”. Cycle movements should be designed at the junction to go ahead as 
well as left in comfort and safety. There are no appropriate cycle facilities south of the 
Epsom Road junction in either direction, and cyclists arriving on Epsom Road at the junction 
face a designed-in hook risk – likely another “critical issue”. 
 

- The Duppas Hill Road/Epsom Road junction will also not be comfortable, particularly for 
those cycling to or from Epsom Road. 

General points about cycling schemes: 

 LCC requires schemes to be designed to accommodate growth in cycling. Providing space for 
cycling is a more efficient use of road space than providing space for driving private motor 
vehicles, particularly for journeys of 5km or less. In terms of providing maximum efficiency 
for space and energy use, walking, cycling, then public transport are key. 

 As demonstrated by the success of recent Cycle Superhighways and mini-Holland projects 
etc., people cycle when they feel safe. For cycling to become mainstream, a network of high-
quality, direct routes separate from high volumes and/or speeds of motor vehicle traffic is 
required to/from all key destinations and residential areas in an area. Schemes should be 
planned, designed and implemented to maximise potential to increase journeys – with links 
to nearby amenities, residential centres, transport hubs considered from the outset. 

 Spending money on cycling infrastructure has been shown to dramatically boost health 
outcomes in an area. Spending on cycling schemes outranks all other transport mode for 
return on investment according to a DfT study. Schemes which promote cycling meet TfL’s 
“Healthy Streets” checklist. A healthy street is one where people choose to cycle. 

 LCC wants, as a condition of funding, all highway development designed to London Cycling 
Design Standards (LCDS), with a Cycling Level of Service (CLoS) rating of 70 or above, with all 
“Critical Fails” eliminated. 


