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TfL Analysis Shows Big Potential for Cycling in Tower 

Hamlets 

In June Transport for London published its Strategic Cycling 
Analysis, which identifies routes where there is a high potential for 
cycling.  The analysis brings together an impressively wide range of 
data.  It includes information about the trips Londoners currently make and what proportion of them could, 
in reality, easily be made by bicycle.  It then combines this with other factors, including demographic data 
and likely areas of future increase in population or employment. 

This analysis does not identify specific roads or propose any actual schemes.  However, the corridors it 
highlights are very likely to be where Transport for London's funding for cycling infrastructure is aimed over 
the next few years.  The good news for us in Tower Hamlets is that two of London's Top 25 potential 
connections are primarily in our borough: one from Shadwell to Mare Street in Hackney, and another from 
the Greenwich Foot Tunnel to Hackney (numbers 4 and 5 respectively on the map above). 

There is also a high potential route identified up the eastern side of the Isle of Dogs to just west of Bow 
Roundabout, and medium potential routes along the western side of the Isle of Dogs and roughly along the 
route of Bethnal Green Road.  Most of these connections are a long way from being worked-up schemes 
(although some do echo routes identified in the January 2016 Tower Hamlets Cycling Strategy), but they 
will be a very useful source of evidence for local politicians, council officers and campaigners when 
proposing and promoting potential cycling infrastructure. 

Liveable Neighbourhoods in Tower Hamlets 

Transport for London has recently announced that the deadline for boroughs’ bids for Liveable 
Neighbourhoods funding (the new name for the “Mini-Holland” programme, as trialled in Waltham Forest, 
Enfield and Kingston) for the next financial year will be in late October.  Tower Hamlets has yet to state 
whether or not it will be bidding, but if it does we anticipate that it would have a good case, as TfL’s guidance 
states that the cycling and walking potential demonstrated in studies such as the Strategic Cycling Analysis 
(see overleaf for more details) will be taken into account when allocating these funds. 

Upcoming Events 

Monthly Meeting  
Wednesday, 13 September – 7:30pm 
at The Cabin, St Margaret's House, 
Old Ford Road E2 9PL 

Our monthly meeting (every second 
Wednesday of the month) to discuss 
various projects within the borough. 
From workshops, to consultations to 
upcoming rides - varied agenda and 
all very welcome.  

Bicycle Maintenance Workshop  
Saturday, 16 September – 11am at 
Limehouse Town Hall, 646 
Commercial Road E14 7HA 

Hands-on workshop (every third 
Saturday of the month) with Dr Bike 
available if you need any help.  Tea, 
cake and chat available! 

More info at: wheelers.org.uk/diary 



This analysis shows that as well has having several “top”, “high” and “medium” priority connections, the 
majority of our borough also constitutes “zones of highest cycle demand and growth”, meaning that these 
areas demonstrate very high area-wide potential for increasing cycling.  In addition, much of Tower Hamlets 
is also identified as having high levels of short motorised trips that could be walked. 

 

 

Both of these facts make our borough ripe for area-wide Liveable Neighbourhoods interventions, such as 
taking through traffic out of residential streets, creating a better pedestrian environment, and new local 
cycleways.  Tower Hamlets Wheelers is therefore strongly supporting the Better Streets for Tower Hamlets 
campaign, which aims to support the borough in bidding for this funding and implementing ambitious 
Liveable Neighbourhoods schemes.  

Any such schemes are like to require some local engagement and campaigning to see them through to 
fruition, so Better Streets for Tower Hamlets is on the lookout for interested people.  If you might want to 
get involved in the campaign (even in a small way), or would just like to be kept informed with occasional 
email updates, do get in touch via www.betterstreetsfortowerhamlets.wordpress.com/contact/ 

Safe Cycle Storage in our Streets and on Estates 

If you visited the Shuffle festival at the Bank Holiday weekend, 
you may have spotted LCC’s cargo bike and parasol in the 
Horse Chestnut Glade. 

In addition to handing out information about the London Cycling 
Campaign, we collected signatures to petition Tower Hamlets 
council to install safe cycle storage facilities throughout the 
borough’s streets and estates. 

Keep an eye on our website www.wheelers.org.uk/ if you’d like 
to add your signature to the petition, or join us at our monthly 
meeting (see details on reverse) to sign the form. 

Dr Bike’s Top Tips 

Before adjusting brakes pads or gears ensure that the wheels are 
correctly located in the frame.  Place the bike upside down, loosen 
the wheel nuts or quick release and push down on the wheel. 

Re-tighten the wheel nuts. 

 

If you need further help and advice then bring your bike to the 
Wheelers' workshop (see details on reverse). 


