
 

 
 
 

We live in Southwark and we love to ride bikes. We do everything from serious campaigning to fun social rides. 

 August 2017 

No Close Pass A plain-clothes police officer cycles down a street. If a 
driver passes too close, the officer radios uniformed colleagues further along 
who stop the vehicle for checks and a brief education session. The Met 
Police has now taken up this excellent initiative from the West Midlands. 
The first London location was one suggested by Southwark Cyclists –
Peckham Rye. Within the first hour, police stopped six vehicles including two 
minicabs, one commercial van and three cars. The drivers had passed the 
cyclist with less than 30cm clearance and, in one case, as little as 5 cm. The 
first driver was found to have no insurance, tax or MOT – and was taken off 
the road. The Met Police are also following up on a bus driver who tailgated 

the cyclist before making a close pass. This blog from West Midlands Police has lots of good stuff on the law, and 
changing behaviour and perceptions https://trafficwmp.wordpress.com/ 

Camberwell Green Transport for London has published an interim proposal for the Camberwell Green junction. The 
proposals for improving cyclist safety are: increasing the size of the advanced stop box; early release for cyclists; 
removing green paint; a short stretch of mandatory cycle lane that leads straight into the path of vehicles turning left; 
and… (er, that’s all). Southwark Cyclists opposes the plans, saying they don’t do nearly enough to improve safety for 
pedestrians and cyclists. Read more: https://southwarkcyclists.org.uk/camberwell-green-junction-improvements            
To see the full plans and give your views: https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/roads/camberwell-green                                            
The consultation closes on Sunday 3 September.  

Freecycle: With Central London streets closed to motor traffic for the day on Saturday 
29 July, the only question was how to get there. Expert Southwark Cyclists marshals led 
the way for some 100 riders of all ages from Peckham Rye, joining up with cyclists from 
Healthy Rides at Burgess Park and back again at the end of the day (right, the peloton 
streaming under Peckham Arch). 

Space for a bike library? We heard from the inspiring Ruth-Anna of Hackney Family Cycling Library at the monthly 
meeting in July. Southwark Cyclists are setting up a bike library for all kinds of useful, unusual bikes: cargo bikes, 
tagalongs, child seats, tandems, Christiania bikes etc. If you have any ideas to share (or any space to offer) please get in 
touch: southwark@lcc.org.uk   

Camberwell Grove Residents organised a street party in August to highlight the 
sociability of a street that’s been quieter and safer since the rail bridge was closed in 
October 2016. (Left, Pedal Me with one of their cargobike taxis at the party.) The street is 
part of the Quietway 7 route but if it is reopened to through motor traffic, it’s not going 
to be suitable for tranquil, safe cycling age 8-80. Stay tuned for news of the full 
consultation in the autumn https://www.southwark.gov.uk/transport-and-roads/bridges-
subways-and-walls/?chapter=2. If you’re not getting monthly email updates via LCC 
about urgent campaigns and upcoming rides in Southwark, email southwark@lcc.org.uk 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Every Wednesday: Take the Bike Train to Blackfriars and beyond     

It’s free, it’s fun, and you always get a seat! Travels via quiet streets and Burgess Park. 

Email southwark@lcc.org.uk to be added to the mailing list and to confirm your place. 

Next departures: Weds 6, 13, 20 Sept. Departs from Nunhead (7.45am), Peckham Rye 

(7.55), Denmark Hill (7.55). (Left, some of the friendly train conductors.) 

FREE Dr Bike Every other Thursday under Peckham Arch 5-30-7.30pm. Next dates: 7, 21 September (to the end of 

October). NEW Dr Bike on Quietway no.1, at the Dunton/Lynton Road crossroads, by the excellent Croll Coffee shop 

Weds 20 September and 25 October, 5-30-7.30pm. Come along, say hello, spread the word southwark@lcc.org.uk 

Try and ride Southwark Council has quietly introduced a new bike loan scheme, with a choice of four bikes to hire for 

a month for £12. It’s run by Cycle Confident who provide bike training for the council. There are 100 bikes available till 

October, on a first come, first served basis www.southwarktryandride.com 

Community Roadwatch Volunteers are trained to use speed guns, working alongside the Metropolitan Police and 

educating the public about the dangers of speeding. TfL’s objective is to reduce the number of people killed and seriously 

injured on the roads by 50%. Find out about Southwark sessions: STT.Southwark@met.police.uk or 0207 232 6707. 

Turn it off! Idling Action is a London-wide behaviour change campaign funded by the Mayor to reduce air pollution 

caused by motorists who leave their engines running when parked. Find out more http://idlingaction.london 

Saturdays: Healthy Rides Bruce Lynn and friends run friendly, gently paced Healthy Rides every week, leaving from 

Canada Water or Peckham Square. Rides are normally two hours long, with a longer 3.5 hour ride on the third Saturday. 

For details see healthyrider.weebly.com and read reports of past rides on southwarkcyclists.org.uk 

Every Monday: Wheels for Wellbeing. Turn up and find a bike that suits you, regardless of disability, health 

condition or age: trikes, hand-cycles, side-by-sides, tandems and more. Herne Hill Velodrome 11am to 1.30pm. £5 

(includes tea/coffee). Volunteers also needed, especially on the reception desk, for a few hours a week. Contact 020 7346 

8482 or info@wheelsforwellbeing.org.uk for details. www.wheelsforwellbeing.org.uk  

2nd Wednesday of the month: Southwark Cyclists meetings 6.30-8pm. Grosvenor TRA Hall, 41 

Grosvenor Park SE5 0NH. Next date: Wednesday 13 September. All welcome.  

Herne Hill Velodrome Sessions including women-only track training, mountain biking and strider bikes for toddlers. 

www.hernehillvelodrome.com/sessions_and_training/session_schedule 

Anyone who cycles in Southwark is a Southwark Cyclist – you don’t have to be a member of LCC. Tell your friends, join us on a ride 

or come along to a meeting! Join the Google group for discussion about planning consultations, events and rides: 

https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/southwarkcyclists 

 

www.southwarkcyclists.org     @southwarkcycle 


