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The shape of streets to come 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Wood Street, Aug-17 After 

months of works, the cycle track on 

Wood Street has been raised to the 

same level as the adjacent new 

paving slabs. The council intends that 

cyclists stay on the tarmac surface 

while pedestrians use the paved 

area, however new signs designate 

both surfaces as “Shared Area” with 

the additional plea “Please consider 

other users”. You are within your 

rights to cycle on any part of the area 

and the council have deliberately 

made it possible by removing the low 

kerb that was there previously. 

Paving the way 
You’ve no doubt seen that work has started on the ‘mini-
Holland’ scheme at Kingston railway station which are 
expected to complete at the end of 2018. At 
consultation the Kingston Cycling Campaign (KCC) 
complained that despite the huge expense of the 
scheme it would not deliver a great deal of benefit for 
people using bikes and that it relied too heavily on 
people on foot and people on bikes sharing the same 
space. Nevertheless Kingston Council has been given the 
green light by TfL to go ahead with a project that 
primarily will smarten the look of the area by using 
granite block paving on the footways and carriageway in 
a similar way to the Ancient Market Place. How the 
blocks will cope with the huge amount of traffic remains 
to be seen, but experience elsewhere has not been 
good.  
 
Setting a precedent 
Although we essentially were overruled on the issue of 

separating pedestrians and cyclists it does mean that if 

the council and councillors accept that the two can share 

space in the station forecourt then it isn’t such a big 

 

stretch to allowing cycling in Clarence Street which 

would be convenient for many. 

The Alliston case has clearly heightened concerns 

about the risk of pedestrian injury as a result of a 

collision with a cyclist and given a false sense of 

probability. It should be remembered that 

Kingston’s mini-Holland programme is aimed at 

promoting utility cycling. Here we perhaps largely 

have a different kind of cycling; people commute 

long distances on lightweight bikes compared to 

Holland where local journeys on traditional 

roadsters prevails.  And in Kingston we have lots of 

people riding race bikes for fitness and training. KCC 

has long argued that mini-Holland (GoCycle) 

schemes should be useful and usable by all cyclists. 

If a track is not well designed or properly built then 

people will ride on the road instead, which is a 

waste of time, effort and money. We continue to 

argue for the best schemes for all cyclists. 
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Richmond Park issues 

Kingston Council has had a funny view of Richmond Park over recent years – with few clear routes 

properly signed to help people get to it. It has seemed that because it’s outside the borough that it 

could be ignored, despite it being an obvious place that people want to go. Some months ago we 

found out at the last minute that a proposal was being put forward to make Kings Road (just 

outside Kingston Gate) one-way. The plan showed no contra-flow cycle route and so people on 

bikes would be sent on a detour from the obvious and shortest route. We instantly complained and 

councillors joined-in and thankfully the agenda item was pulled with officers sent back to the 

drawing board. Unfortunately this episode shows a worrying lack of thought being given by officers 

to people who ride bikes.  On a separate scheme the council is now looking to make 

improvements to a route from Kingston town centre to Ham Gate via Latchmere Lane. This is a 

relatively low traffic route and could be helpful to many people who don’t yet know the way. New 

humped crossing points have been built on the road in Richmond Park recently. There’s no 

obvious priority for pedestrians and cyclists but drivers do sometimes now stop to allow crossing.  

 

Rides We have a rides schedule stretching 

well into 2018 – for complete details see our 

website KingstonCycling.org.uk  

Next rides are on Sunday 10th Sep (10am), 

24th Sep (10:30 – 2 local rides morning and 

afternoon), 8th Oct (10am – a ‘Challenge’ 

ride), 22nd Oct (10:30) from the Ancient 

Market Place.  

Keep up to date! 

There’s simply too much news to include in 

this short newsletter. To keep in touch with 

cycle route proposals and changes please 

follow us on Twitter and Facebook 

@KingstonCycling or check our website at 

www.kingstoncycling.org.uk 

Campaign Meetings: 

KCC campaign meetings happen on the second 

Tuesday each month i.e. 12th September, 10th 

October, 14th Nov etc at 8pm. Our venue is the 

Kingston Environment Centre 1 Kingston Road, 

New Malden (by the Fountain roundabout). 

Meetings are open to all members and 

supporters of KCC/LCC. Call Jon on 07984 

757761 if you want to check arrangements. 

Fixing the faults 

Frustratingly, despite serious investment in cycle route schemes around the borough we find 

problems with things such as missing or hidden signs, poor quality surfacing, bollards in the wrong 

places, unnecessary kerb upstands where bikes transition from road to cycle track and incorrect 

road markings. We report these problems directly to the council and often these things get fixed.  If 

you see something that needs fixing please let us know by email on kingston@lcc.org.uk or Twitter 

@KingstonCycling. Faults and issues with traffic signals will be dealt with by TfL. 

We have noticed that some of the grey bands on the Tolworth Greenway have sunk making the 

whole track a switch-back ride. We are asking the council to fix this as a priority.  

 

The proposed new cycling and walking link 

between New Malden and Raynes Park has 

been consulted on. Thank you if you made your 

views known to the council. We believe that there 

were many positive responses and that the major 

concern was that two surfaces should be built as 

on the existing route on The Cut i.e. one for 

pedestrians and one for people on bikes.  

mailto:kingston@lcc.org.uk

