
Next Brent Cyclists meeting with 
Jeremy Leach of ‘20s Plenty’
At the Brent Cyclists meeting in Wembley on 6 September 
our guest will be Jeremy Leach, London co-ordinator of the 
campaign group  20’s Plenty for Us. We will be discussing 
how we can make Brent a safer place to be by persuading 
the council to make the default speed limit 20mph, as has 
already been done by Camden, Islington, Hackney, and 
even, newly, by one Outer London borough, Croydon.

We have long called for the whole borough away from trunk 
roads (of which the North Circular is the only one) to be 
20mph, and been met with a response from the council that, 
essentially, residents in each little street or area had to 
request their own 20mph zone and win a local consultation, 
making the process piecemeal, laborious and inconsistent. A 
result has often been individual roads (usually with schools 
on them) going 20mph, and smaller roads off them 
illogically remaining 30. The attitude has also been taken 
that 20mph has to go with installing speed bumps and 
cushions (which are not legally required), and this also 
makes the transition to 20mph slow and expensive.

We’re under no illusions that a blanket 20mph limit for the 
borough (or London as a whole) would make it great for 
cycling. We still need protection from heavy traffic, we still 
need space and priority on busy roads, and we need safer 
junctions. But a standard urban 20mph speed limit is 
undoubtedly safer for everyone, especially pedestrians, and 
is a step towards civilising the streets.

Carlton Vale cycle tracks progress
As the photo below (courtesy of Westminster Cyclists) 
shows, the light segregation in the Brent section of Carlton 
Vale has now been constructed. At the time of 
photographing the parking and loading restrictions had not 
yet been put in, hence (charitably) the car seen parked in the 
track. We will need to monitor this scheme to see how well 
it works. We are expecting a proper opening ceremony some 
time this autumn, for which Brent’s Transport Cabinet 
Member, Cllr. Southwood, who is blind, hopes to get on a 
tandem. Of course it is only a first fragment of a proper 
cycle network for the borough, and it is disappointing that 
Westminster is not improving its section of the road, to link 
to Maida Vale. Nevertheless, these cycle tracks are an 
achievement work celebrating. We will notify members 
through our usual channels when the event occurs, and we 
hope many of you will be able to turn up.

‘Quick Wins’ in pipeline in Brent
Going forward from Carlton Vale, in the absence of any 
confirmed large-scale funding for future cycle infrastructure 
in Brent, Brent Cyclists have been in discussion with 
officers and councillors on progressing small schemes that 
could make a difference. Cllr Neil Nerva has been 
particularly active in promoting these. Ten schemes are 
expected to be built in the next few months, as follows:

1. Cholmondeley Avenue: Dropped kerbs to improve 
permeability for cyclists from Harlesden Road and Park 
Parade 

2. Brondesbury Park: Widening the existing traffic island to 
improve accessibility for cyclists from Christchurch Avenue

3. Colney Road: Dropped kerb to improve access to Church 
Road 

4. Essex Road: Dropped kerb to improve access to Church Road 

5. Douglas Avenue: Allowing contraflow cycling from Ealing 
Road. This includes widening Douglas Avenue at its junction 
with Ealing Road and providing a short section of contraflow 
cycle lane and signage

6. Eagle Road: Allowing contraflow cycling from Ealing Road. 
This includes widening Eagle Road at its junction with Ealing 
Road and providing a short section of contraflow cycle lane 
and signage 

7. Neasden Lane North: Dropped kerb and shared use footway to 
provide access to underpass

8. Twyford Abbey Road: Dropped kerbs and parking restrictions 
to improve access to canal and future Quietway 

9. Roundwood Park Annex: Removal of cobble stones at 
Harlesden Road entrance to Roundwood Park which is a key 
route to local schools

10. Tokyngton Avenue: Improving access for cyclists from Point 
Place 

Three further schemes, contraflows on Hovenden Road, 
Keyes Road and Clifford Gardens, should be consulted on 

brentcyclists.org.uk
harrowcyclists.org.uk

Newsletter
Autumn 2017

http://brentcyclists.org.uk
http://harrowcyclists.org.uk
http://brentcyclists.org.uk
http://harrowcyclists.org.uk


later in the year. In addition, we have recently been 
consulted on a significant scheme for roads in Park Royal. 
In Abbey Road, advisory cycle lanes are proposed to be 
converted to mandatory ones, and in Rainsford Road, a 
contraflow cycle lane is to be painted.

This is all quite positive, yet the ‘memo’ does not seem to 
have quite got round everyone in Brent’s Highways 
Department, witness some recent consultations which have 
proposed new one-ways, with no mention of cycling, in 
Gaddesden Avenue, Wembley, and Sellons Avenue, 
Springwell Gardens, and Harlesden Gardens, Harleseden. 
Needless to say, we have written opposing these.

We have suggested further ‘Quick Wins’ for the future, 
including a dropped kerb at the junction of Malvern Road 
and Malvern Place, off Carlton Vale, contraflows on the 
small roads south of Willesden Lane and on Glengall Road, 
Kilburn, and on Brampton Road and Berkeley Road, 
Kingsbury. Do keep the ideas coming to us to feed in.

Cyclists forgotten in Harrow, again
At Goodwill junction in Wealdstone, on the corner of the 
Kodak development (Harrow View/Headstone Drive), 
Harrow Council is proposing to rebuild the junction with 
additional lanes for cars, no space for cycling and 
inconvenient staggered crossings for pedestrians. The aim of 
the design is to maximise capacity for motor traffic, despite 
it being on a key desire line for cycling (TfL's Strategic 
Cycling Analysis, June 2017) and on the proposed cross-
Harrow cycle route. They now propose that cyclists should 
take a long detour through the Kodak site to avoid the 
junction, ruining the directness of the route. A proposed 
walking and cycling bridge from Tudor Road to the Kodak 
estate has also been cancelled. 

Despite Harrow Cyclists’ lobbying, new 20mph zones  in 
Harrow will  use cycle-unfriendly narrow speed cushions, 
which are not recommended  in the Cycling Design 
Standards, instead of the smooth sinusoidal full-width 
humps used in other boroughs. They have also consistently 
ruled out any measures to restrict through traffic in 
residential zones, despite complaints about rat-running 
being raised repeatedly by residents in certain streets (e.g 
Northumberland Road).  

Anoop Shah

Brent Urban Cycle Skills
This is a course run by Brent’s official cycle trainers, 
CyclingInstructor.com. It is for adults wanting to gain more 
confidence on the road.. Remaining courses for this year run 
at Willesden Sports Centre on September 9, 16, 23 & 30 and 
October 7, 14, 21 & 28, subject to demand. To book, contact 
the trainers at info@cyclinginstructor.com or 0845 620421.

FreeCycle rides battle wet weather
The traditional feeder rides to the FreeCycle circuit of 
closed roads in central London took place as usual at the 
end of July, starting from Wembley Park and Harrow-on-
the-Hill. For the former ride, able organised again by 
Charlie Fernandes, numbers were down on previous years: 
22 riders were taken to Green Park, and 9 back. Possibly 
people were put off by the weather forecast, and it did 
indeed rain heavily on the way back; but perhaps also many 
people have done this event before, so the novelty has worn 
off. However the Harrow ride proved more popular, with 40 
people led by down by Tony Levene, and 15 back by 
Veronica Chamberlain. For many of these participants, 
including children, it is by far the furthest they have ever 
cycled in a day, and there is a great sense of achievement for 
them. Thanks are also due to all the marshals; these rides are 
a modest source of income for the LCC local groups.

The ride from Brent ride stops for a brief rest in Kensington

Forthcoming events
Wed 6 September: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7:00pm Pret a 
Manger, London Designer Outlet, Wembley 
Sun 17 September: Queens park Day 2:00–5:00pm Brent 
Cyclists will have a stall at this most popular community 
fair in the borough. Help welcomed.
Wed 4 October: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7.00pm Atrium of 
the Clayton Crown Hotel, Cricklewood Broadway
Wed 2 August: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7:00pm Pret a 
Manger, London Designer Outlet, Wembley
Harrow Cyclists meetings check the Harrow Cyclists 
Yahoo! group, Facebook group or harrowcyclists.org.uk.

Brent and Harrow Cyclists Contacts
Brent Cyclists Co-ordinator and newsletter editor: 
David Arditti, 94 Stag Lane, Edgware HA8 5LW, phone 
07866 456390, coordinator@brentcyclists.org.uk
Harrow Cyclists co-ordinator: Tony Levene, 60 Longley 
Road, Harrow HA1 4TH, phone 07828 580931, 
tony.levene@tiscali.co.uk
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