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PLACE
Oregon’s winemaking history began in the 1960s after Prohibition was final-
ly repealed in 1933. Early pioneers knew that Oregon’s location could only 
benefit wine grapes. Here, vines welcome a growing season full of sunlight 
for even ripening and cool nights that bring refreshing acidity. 
Oregon wineries are known for their dedication to sustainability and 
their low-manipulation winemaking techniques that produce beautiful 
terroir-driven wines. In total, Oregon is home to 18 different AVAs—and 
counting! Each AVA has distinct characteristics that make each wine grown 
there unique from soil, to climate, to the surrounding ecosystem. 
Compared to other wine growing regions of the world, Oregon wine coun-
try is just getting started. The oldest vines were planted in 1961 which is 
considerably younger than the State’s closest neighbors of Washington and 
California. 

LAND
Oregon’s climate and soil diversity caters well to an extensive list of grape varieties, but Oregon is most often associ-
ated with Pinot Noir. Other top varieties grown here include: Pinot Gris, Chardonnay, Riesling, Gewürztraminer, and 
even some warmer varieties like Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah, and Tempranillo. There are over 100 different varieties 
grown in Oregon; meaning, there’s a wine for everyone. 
Oregon Pinot Noir is known to span the full spectrum between red and black fruit with distinct spiciness, greater 
freshness and high acidity, often with intense fruity notes. 
In total, there are close to 40,000 acres of vines planted in Oregon. This is equivalent to more than 75,000 tons of 
harvested grapes! More than 1,300 vineyards and almost 1,000 wineries call Oregon home. 

Pinot Noir grapes ready for Harvest

GROWTH
56% of Oregon wine sold in the retail sector is in the $15+ price range—compared to just 8.5% of all wines sold in retail 
stores. Despite this higher price tag for Oregon wine, the industry has seen extensive growth in volume and sales while 
other wine producing states have plateaued or even declined. Oregon wine has grown 24% in dollar value and 23% 
in case volume. Both greatly exceed the average table wine category’s performance; +16% growth in dollar value and 
+11% growth in case volume. 
The average bottle price for Oregon wine in 2020 was $16.66 compared to California at $7.61, Washington at $10.28, 
and the total table wine average of $8.01. Oregon wine outpaces the nation in volume and value. The majority of 
Oregon wine is sold in premium price tiers. 

SUSTAINABILITY
It is no secret that Oregon has a long standing reputation of being sustainable. This state has some of the most pro-
tective land use policies, a robust recycling program, and an overall dedication to being sustainable by it’s residents. 
There are multiple organizations that certify a winery or a vineyard sustainable. Each organization shares common 
principles with the goal of making each step of the winemaking process sustainable; from the vineyard, to the cellar, to 
the customer’s hands. Here, the farm and the winery are considered one system. This system encourages biodiversity, 
promotes soil health, conserves natural resources, and protects the health and well being of workers in the vineyard, 
the winery, and the larger community.

Learn more about Oregon on our website: www.loosenbrosusa.com/resources
Source: Oregon Wine Board and Willamette Valley Wineries Association


