
EXPLORE AUSTRALIAN WINE

PLACE
Australia is one of the largest countries in the world and one of the most 
geologically and biologically diverse countries on the planet. Australia has 
been a land mass for over 100 million years and has some of the most an-
cient soils on Earth. There are six main winemaking regions in Australia; all 
with multiple subregions. In total, there are over 60 wine regions and over 
100 varieties grown in Australia. There are over 145,000 hectares (358,302 
acres) of vines planted here, mostly concentrated in the southwest and 
southeast. 
The general climate in Australia is temperate. The cold southern ocean 
keeps temperatures cool in the southern part of the country—where vine-
yards are the most concentrated. There are three mountain ranges that also 
influence the climate in Australia’s wine regions. These mountains effect 
rain, snow, and wind in the area. 
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VARIETIES
Australia has been making sparkling wine since the late 19th Century and today, Australia is one of the world’s leading 
producers of sparkling wine in a variety of styles. Sparkling wine only makes up a small portion of total wine produc-
tion, but consumption has seen considerable growth in the last few years. 
Riesling has a long history in Australia and is now one of the most renowned varieties produced here. Riesling is plant-
ed in most of Australia’s wine regions—especially in the cooler regions. The cooler climate preserves the bright acidity 
and vibrant fruit aromas. Chardonnay is one of the most versatile wines produced in Australia. It’s the most planted 
variety in the country and was previously known as being extremely big and oaky (a style that was very popular in the 
‘80s and ‘90s). Now, Australian Chardonnay is all about acidity, restraint, and excellence. 
Most of the wine produced in Australia is white wine, but the country boasts very elegant and delicious red wines as 
well. Shiraz, simply put, is an Australian legend. It was one of the first varieties planted here and continues to be the 
most famous wine export for the country. Cabernet Sauvignon grows best in warm to cool, dry regions which is why 
it’s Australia’s third most planted grape variety. Pinot Noir and Grenache are other popular red wine varieties Australia 
produces. 

SUSTAINABILITY & CLIMATE CHANGE
Climate change is impacting the global wine industry from warmer temperatures, earlier harvests, increased sunburn, 
lower crop yields, and more. Producers around the world have had to focus efforts on combating the effects of climate 
change and Australia is no different. 
Australian vineyards have increased irrigation efficiency, introduced vineyard floor management practices to retain 
soil moisture, modified canopy management, established vineyards in cooler regions, delayed pruning to manipulate 
harvest dates, and more to mitigate how climate change impacts vineyards. 
Sustainable Winegrowing Australia is the country’s national program for increasing and improving sustainability efforts 
in each part of the winemaking process. Members of the sustainability program have five strategic priorities: adapting 
to climate change, creating a clean environment, taking care of the land and encouraging biodiversity, creating little to 
zero waste, and limiting water use. 

Learn more about Australia on our website: www.loosenbrosusa.com/resources

Source: Wine Australia


