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Lawyers in Local Government (LLG) was formed in April 2013 by 
the merger of the Association of Council Secretaries and Solicitors 
(ACSeS) and Solicitors in Local Government (SLG). 

LLG’s primary purpose is to represent, promote and support the 
interests of its members made up of local government legal or 
governance officers working within Local Authorities including but 
not limited to Monitoring Officers and their deputies, solicitors, 
barristers, legal executives, licensed conveyancers, and trainees.

LLG plays a leading role in the development of law and governance 
affecting local authorities and related bodies and works closely with 
other associations, Government Departments and agencies.

 

LAWYERS IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT

For all enquiries about the LLG Awards Ceremony please email 
membership@lawingov.org.uk

mailto:membership%40lawingov.org.uk?subject=
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PRESIDENT’S WELCOME 

Welcome to the LLG Awards 2017. 

I am delighted to present this year’s award categories which cover the range of local 
authority legal areas and has something for everyone. It has never been more important 
to highlight and showcase the expert, innovative and creative work currently ongoing 
and LLG is proud to be able to provide the platform to enable you to receive the credit 
and recognition you deserve. 

Once again LLG are indebted to the sponsors who themselves recognise the 
outstanding work undertaken by Local Authority Lawyers & Business Managers within 
local government and the importance of partnership working. 

Entries close on 4th September 2017 which provides plenty of time to get your 
nominations in. I look forward to welcoming you to the Burlington Hotel, Birmingham 
on 24th November when the winners will be revealed.

Suki Binjal

LLG President 2017-18 

West Midlands Welcome.

Welcome to the West Midlands, birth place of Lady Godiva and important trade hub in 
the middle ages. This year’s awards will be held in Birmingham which was once known 
as a’ City of a Thousand Trades’. The name ‘Birmingham’ derived from the settlement 
(ham) of the followers (ing) of Beorma, who is believed to have been a Saxon warrior 
or nobleman. In 2009, 3,500 pieces of gold and silver were discovered and dated back 
to the 7th century from the Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Mercia. The ‘Staffordshire Hoard’ 
remains on display at the Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery.  

The awards this year are being held at the Burlington Hotel, Birmingham which dates 
back to 1873 and is still owned by the same family. Perhaps most famous for the 
location of arguably the most controversial speech in British political history delivered 
by Enoch Powell in 1968, the hotel finds itself situated in a multi-cultural bustling 
metropolis of commercialism and trade and an exciting and vibrant city. Having been 
built on a lake, guests attending the hotel will be able to sample water obtained 
from it’s very own well which is situated underneath the hotel itself and utilised by 
neighbouring businesses. 

On behalf of all Members and Officers of the Branch I welcome you to this great City of 
ours and to the LLG Awards Evening. I am sure that it will be a marvellous and thrilling 
evening for all attending, winners, nominees, supporters, sponsors and guests. I hope 
you have a wonderful time.

Michelle Rowe

Branch Secretary 

West Midlands Branch
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SPONSOR’S AWARDS LIST 

Governance Lawyer/Team of the Year

Business Manager/Business Team of the Year 

Litigation Lawyer / Team of the Year 

People Related Lawyer / Team of the Year

Place Related Lawyer / Team of the Year 

Project Lawyer / Team of the Year

CILEx Lawyer of the Year

Junior Lawyer of the Year

Local Government Legal Professional of the Year

Legal Team of the Year

CATEGORY DETAILS

Governance Lawyer/Team of the Year

This Award will recognise outstanding achievement by a local authority lawyer/team 
demonstrating innovative and practical approaches to governance of local authorities 
including in relation to the monitoring officer role.

THE ENTRY SHOULD INCLUDE: 

• Full details of the project or work referred to.

• Evidence of how it has supported probity and/or open and transparent decision 
making within a public authority.  

• The benefit of the work demonstrated by its impact upon the community and/or 
the openness, transparency, and democratic workings of the relevant Authority.

Business Manager/Business Team of the Year
This Award will recognise outstanding achievement by a local authority/individual for 
innovative ways in delivering legal services.     

THE ENTRY SHOULD INCLUDE AN OUTLINE OF THE KEY ACTIVITY OF 
THE INDIVIDUAL/TEAM IN 2016/17 INCLUDING:

• All matters contributing to legal services delivery including planning,  
strategy, finance, and IT.

• Relevant case studies which demonstrate the expertise and key activity  
of the individual/team.  

• The beneficial impact of such work upon the delivery of legal services. 

• Evidence of innovation, thought leadership in the development of legal services 
and where relevant examples of successful joint working between local authority 
legal services. 
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Litigation Lawyer/Team of the Year

This Award will recognise outstanding achievement by a local authority/team in legal 
work relating to civil or criminal litigation.  

THE ENTRY SHOULD INCLUDE:

• Relevant case studies which demonstrate the expertise and key activity of the 
individual/team.

• The benefit of the work demonstrated by its impact upon the community and/or 
the workings of the Authority.

• Where relevant, outcomes contributing to development of the law and/or 
innovation in practice.

People Related Lawyer/Team of the Year

This Award will recognise outstanding achievement by a local authority lawyer/team in 
any field of law relating to people. This includes, children law, adult social care, health 
and employment law.

THE ENTRY SHOULD INCLUDE:

• Relevant case studies which demonstrate the expertise and key activity of the 
individual/team.

• The beneficial impact of such work upon the community and/or workings 
(including finance) of the Authority. 

• Supporting internal and external testimonials to the legal expertise deployed 
and/or value added by the work undertaken.  

Place Related Lawyer/Team of the Year

This Award will recognise outstanding achievement by a local authority lawyer/team  
in legal work relating to the place or environment. This will include, property, planning, 
highways, environmental law and housing and regeneration.  

THE ENTRY SHOULD INCLUDE:  

• Relevant case studies which demonstrate the expertise and key activity of the 
individual/team.

• The benefit of the work demonstrated by its impact upon the community and/or 
the workings of the Authority including where appropriate, overcoming funding 
issues, raising finance or attracting investment to the area.

• Evidencing contribution to the objectives of the Authority and/or proactive 
partnership working between agencies.

Project Lawyer/Team of the Year
This Award will recognise outstanding achievement by a Local Authority lawyer/
team in legal work relating to delivery of a major project and/or procurement.

THE ENTRY SHOULD INCLUDE:

• Evidence of contributing to developing and transforming communities through 
legal contributions to major projects or commercial enterprise.  

• An overview of the initiative(s) in question including formative stages, planning, 
procurement, delivery, and outcomes.  

• The beneficial impact of such work upon the community and/or workings 
(including finance) of the Authority.  

CILEx Lawyer of the Year
This Award will go to a CILEx accredited lawyer who can demonstrate outstanding 
achievement in any field of legal practice and/or in relation to the development of 
legal services delivery or practice. 

THE ENTRY SHOULD INCLUDE AN OUTLINE OF KEY ACTIVITY OF THE 
INDIVIDUAL IN 2016/17 INCLUDING:

• Details of the individuals key achievements.

• The beneficial impact of the individual’s activity upon the community and/or  
the objectives and/or workings of their Authority.  

• Supporting internal and external testimonials to the expertise deployed and/or 
value added by the work undertaken.

Junior Lawyer of the Year

This Award will go to a lawyer who is a trainee or is less than five years qualified in 
their professional legal status. We are looking for a junior lawyer who has made an 
exceptional contribution to their team, demonstrating a dynamic and innovative 
approach to achieving the goals of their Service and their Authority.  

THE ENTRY SHOULD INCLUDE:

• Details of the individual’s key achievements in 2016/17

• Demonstrate their commitment to public service and public service objectives.

• Demonstrate the individual’s ability to contribute to the desired outcomes  
for their service and clients as a junior member of the team.
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HOW TO APPLY
THIS IS A TWO STAGE NOMINATION PROCESS 

For the first stage we will need you to set out in no more than one side of A4 paper 
how your nomination meets the criteria as described in the category details. Bullet 
Points are encouraged where appropriate. Please complete the Nomination Form with 
relevant contact details which can be found in the document library under LLG Awards 
2017 on the LLG website www.lawingov.org.uk 

Testimonials may be attached separately but please encourage the author to keep 
these short and to the point.

The deadline for Stage 1 is MONDAY 4th SEPTEMBER 2017. 

For the second stage those successful from Stage 1 will be contacted to provide 
additional details to support their submissions. This may be by phone call, email  
or even in person with a member of the Judging panel.  

The Deadline for completion of Stage 2 is MONDAY 9th OCTOBER 2017 after which 
the final shortlist will be announced. 

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR NOMINATION FOR STAGE 1 BY CLOSE OF BUSINESS 
MONDAY 4th SEPTEMBER AS A PDF DOCUMENT TO Membership@lawingov.org.uk 
If you have any queries then please contact Helen@lawingov.org.uk 

‘Judges’ decisions are final and awards will be made in their absolute discretion.  
The content of any entry must not be confidential and may be used by LLG for  
publicity purposes. To help us manage and maintain the reputation of LLG you must 
inform us about any negative media coverage relating to the nominated person(s) or 
other material which may have reputational implications. Failure to disclose may result 
in your entry being invalidated. 

Those nominating will be deemed to have accepted these rules and procedures and to 
have agreed to be bound by them when entering a nomination.

Local Government Legal Professional of the Year

This Award will recognise outstanding achievement by a Local Authority legal 
professional in any field of legal practice, and/or in relation to the development of legal 
services delivery or practice.  

THE ENTRY SHOULD INCLUDE AN OUTLINE OF KEY ACTIVITY OF THE 
INDIVIDUAL IN 2016/17 INCLUDING:

• Details of the individuals key achievements.

• The beneficial impact of the individual’s activity upon the community and/or the 
objectives and/or workings of their Authority.  

• Supporting internal and external testimonials to the expertise deployed and/or 
value added by the work undertaken.

 

Local Government Legal Team of the Year

This Award will be made to the legal team which can demonstrate most creativity, 
innovation, knowledge, client sensitivity/responsiveness and contribution to corporate, 
diversity and community objectives.  

THE ENTRY SHOULD INCLUDE:

• Relevant details of key members of the team and their roles.

• Case studies and/or projects which evidence the qualities noted above.

• Evidence of excellence in service delivery, impact upon the community and/or 
contribution to the workings of the Authority in 2016/17.
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AWARDS SPONSORS

MEDIA PARTNER     

LLG’S OWN TRAINING ORGANISATION

OUR AWARDS SPONSORS, MEDIA PARTNER 
AND TRAINING ORGANISATION

LLG wishes to express its strong appreciation to its awards sponsors, media partner 
and to LGG. 

Without them this significant event would not be possible.

The BBC Deputy Political Editor, and the 
presenter of Pienaar’s Politics, John Pienaar  
is a tour guide and translator of goings-on  
in the Westminster village.

A well-connected and respected figure, he combines explanation 
of the key themes of politics with the authority of a seasoned 
insider, who sees his job as carving a path through the forest  
of Government spin.

He is ideally positioned to give the inside scoop on the political 
scene through his after dinner speaking and conference speaking. 
In his after-dinner talk, he imagines what would happen if the 
public were to vote for MPs by means of a reality TV show. 

Hilarious and insightful, John opens a door into the inner 
workings of parliament.

A former Political Correspondent for The Independent, John 
penned their cutting and often controversial parliamentary 
sketch, Westminster Diary.

John originally trained at the South London Press, where he 
wrote about whatever was happening on his doorstep: urban 
crime, domestic violence, sex, drugs and rock’n’roll. He then 
became an Old Bailey Correspondent and even wrote an angling 
column (without ever having held a fishing rod in his life).

Having interviewed several of the key players around the Brexit 
Debate, including Boris Johnson, John is well-suited to discuss 
Britain’s future outside of the EU. 

The ideal after-dinner speaker for all kinds of political events, 
John is an expert on the changing face of the current landscape.

YOUR MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
John Pienaar

John was an excellent speaker and very 
popular with our guests. He spoke clearly 
and candidly and gave us a good insight 
into everything that has been going on in 
UK politics in the couple of weeks since 
the EU referendum. After his speech, John 
answered numerous questions, for half an 
hour or more.

PAGB (The ProprietaryAssociation  
of Great Britain)
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