
 

Contingency Fee Agreement 

1. Introduction: This contingency fee agreement creates an attorney-client relationship 
between CLIENT and Zuanich Law PLLC (“Zuanich Law”). You have hired Zuanich 
Law to represent you in a claim for damages against Case Description. 

2. Scope of Legal Services: We are representing you in connection with any claims 
arising out Case Description. We will provide the necessary legal services to represent 
you and keep you informed about the status of your case. If we have to file a lawsuit, 
we will represent you until the case settles or judgment is reached either before or after 
trial. 

This Agreement does not cover a second trial, filing or defending an appeal, or any 
post-trial procedures (e.g. filing a motion for a new trial). This Agreement also does not 
cover any un-related legal services. If you want to hire us to perform additional legal 
work on this case or a separate case, we will need to enter a separate fee agreement.  

3. Attorney Authority: You give us the power to draft all legal documents (e.g. court 
pleadings, settlement documents, releases) on your behalf. You also authorize our firm 
to hire and pay for experts, investigators, or outside consultants and attorneys that we 
consider reasonably necessary to handle your case.  

4. Client Duties: You agree to cooperate with us during our representation. This 
includes responding to our requests for information, returning phone calls and emails, 
coming to all scheduled meetings and court hearings, and keeping us informed of your 
current address, phone number, and email. You understand that failing to comply with 
this Agreement may result in us terminating our representation without notice to you. 

5. Settlement Authority. We will not enter into any settlement agreement without your 
approval. Likewise, you agree not to enter into any settlement agreement without our 
approval. 

6. Contingent Fee: You agree to pay us thirty-three and one-third percent (33.3%) of the 
gross amount recovered from any settlement, court verdict, or arbitration award. The 
“gross amount recovered” means all monies paid to you as a result of our firm’s 
representation of you for this case. 
 



7. Costs: You agree to reimburse our law firm for our out-of-pocket expenses that we 
incur during our representation but only if you receive compensation. We will advance 
all costs during the case, so you will not have to reimburse us (if applicable) until the 
case is over. Typical costs include court filing fees, travel expenses, deposition and 
transcript costs, court reporter fees, obtaining third-party records, court reporter fees, 
expert witness, consultant, or investigator fees, trial preparation costs, and actual trial-
related expenses. (We do not charge, however, for long-distance phone calls or postage 
under 250 pages per month). This is not a complete list of all possible costs, and we 
cannot guarantee what our total costs will be. 
 
8. Client Compensation: You will receive the amount of money remaining after our 
contingency fee and costs have been deducted from the gross amount recovered. You 
authorize our law firm to make payments from the gross amount to pay our 
contingency fee and reimburse our costs before you receive your compensation.  
 
9. File Management: We will scan all documents in electronic PDF format and destroy  
all original, paper files unless you notify us in writing that you want the originals 
returned to you. We will store all documents on fully encrypted cloud storage service 
providers. We maintain all documents in the digital format that we receive them (i.e. 
native format). 
 
10. Discharge / Termination of Representation: You have the right to discharge our 
firm at any time by notifying us in writing by email, fax, or mail. If you discharge us, we 
have the right to recover from you the reasonable value of our legal services that we 
have provided up to the date of our discharge.  

Likewise, our firm reserves the right to terminate our representation with reasonable 
written notice to you. We may withdraw with your consent or for good cause. “Good 
cause” includes (1) breach of contract; (2) failure to cooperate; (3) continuing in a course 
of action that we reasonably believe is criminal or fraudulent. If a lawsuit has been filed, 
then we cannot withdraw without receiving court approval. 

11. Post-Representation: After our representation ends, we will maintain a digital copy 
of your file for seven (7) years at our own expense. After seven years, we will destroy 
our file without further notice to you. Upon your written request, we will make your 
entire digital available for download within seven (7) days.  
  



12. Disclaimer of Guarantee: We do not make any promise about the outcome of your 
case. Any statements we make to you about the possible outcome are opinion only. 

13. Independent Attorney Review: You have the right to have an independent attorney 
review this Agreement before you sign it. By signing this Agreement, you agree that 
you have had an opportunity to review it with an attorney of your choice.  

14. Dispute Resolution: If you challenge the reasonableness of our fees at the end of the 
case, you have the right to file a motion with the Court within 45 days of receiving your 
final accounting statement from us. In addition, the Washington State Bar Association 
Alternate Dispute Resolution Section website lists a directory of third-party, private 
individuals and organizations that provide alternative dispute resolution services.  

15. Entire Agreement: This Agreement is the complete agreement between us and may 
only be modified by a separate written agreement signed all parties.   
 
16. Electronic Copies: We agree that an electronic, digitally signed PDF version of this 
Agreement shall be effective for proving its terms in any court or administrative 
proceeding. We will not keep an original, hard-copy copy.  

17. Effective Date: This Agreement takes effect the date you sign and return it to our 
office by email, fax, or mail.  

The parties have read, understand, and agree to be bound by the terms of this 
Agreement. Each Client will receive a fully signed copy.  

DATED this ___ day of ______    DATED this ___ day of _______  
 
________________________________  _____________________________ 
CLIENT      Zuanich Law PLLC 
        
 
      
        
 
 


