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CHARGED WITH DRUNK DRIVING?  
WRITE THESE ITEMS DOWN

An important thing to remember is this -- the prosecutor is not your friend. The prosecutor’s job is to obtain either a guilty plea 
from you or a guilty verdict from the jury. If you want a friend in your drunk-driving case, you are going to have to hire one.

As soon as you finish reading this, write down everything you remember about the time before and after your detention 
– especially the drinking, stop, field sobriety tests, and chemical test.From the standpoint of assessing your degree of 
impairment, your drunk-driving attorney will be especially interested in learning as much information as you can provide 
about the following items.

You
• Age, gender, height, weight, and ethnicity
• Occupation and exposure to chemicals in the work-

place Age when you first started drinking
• Current frequency of alcohol use and any diagnosis of 

alcoholism Visual characteristics (glasses, near-sighted etc.)
• Medical issues like (1) diabetes and when insulin was 

last used, (2) stomach or intestinal surgeries, (3) epi-
lepsy, (4) illness or injury, (5) under the care of a doctor 
or dentist, and (5) prescription or non- prescription 
drugs used, time used and dose

• Time last slept (date and amount of hours)

Timeline
• Amount of alcohol consumed during the drinking session
• Type, size (ounces), and alcohol concentration of the 

drinks consumed Times when the drinks were consumed
• Use of alcohol within 1.5 hours prior to the observation of 

driving Use of alcohol after driving, prior to officer arrival
• Ingestion of food at or near the time of the drinking 

session Type and amount of food consumed

Driving Behavior
• Time started driving
• Driving behavior observed by the officer
• Length of time your driving was observed by the offi-

cer Any mechanical problems with the car
• Distractions in the car that may have caused the 

observed driving behavior Your familiarity with the 
road or route

• Any contradictions to the driving behavior described 
in the officer’s report

We know this is a long list, but any notes you can take now about the items most likely to fade from your memory will 
be helpful. If time is short, focus first on the items under “Timeline.” It is easy to forget when and how much.


