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THANK YOU FOR YOUR REFERRALS!

Referrals are the lifeblood of our business, and we thank 
each and every one of our readers for their trust in us.  
We promise you that if you refer friends or family, we will 
treat them as if they were our own family.

We’re here to help.  

Remember, as always, that we’re here to help.  
Think of us as the lawyers in your family and call 
us if you have a legal need.  If we can’t help you, 
we almost certainly have someone in our network 
who can.

If you have questions, or would like to be  
removed from this list, just send an email to 
newsletter@doraziopeterson.com, or call the office.
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Big Announcement (That can actually help you…) 
By Scott

We hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable 4th.  
We typically take a vacation the week of the 4th 
but, because of camp scheduling, we were home 
and the kids got to catch some Fourth of July 
fireworks in downtown Saratoga. 

We’ve been busier than usual here the last few 
months, for good reason.

We’re very excited to announce the launch of our 
Estate Planning & Family Protection practice.

Why Estate Planning & Family Protection?

First, if you think you don’t need estate planning 
because you don’t have enough money or assets, 
think again.  Everyone needs estate planning, 
because the failure to have a plan is a plan.  It’s a 
plan to allow someone else (like a court) to make 
the decisions for you.  And that includes decisions 
about who will raise your children if something 
were to happen to you.

One of the things we’ve realized is that many of 
our friends, family and clients (many of whom are 
very, very smart people who have excelled in many 
areas of life) haven’t taken the steps necessary to 
properly protect their families and make sure that 
they have somewhere to turn if and when they can 
no longer be there.

Why is this a problem?  Because the failure to 
adequately prepare leaves things messy - especially 
when you have young children.

And this messiness means that the people we love 
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the most will be stuck cleaning things up, going 
to Court, struggling to get a handle on things, 
and taking time away from their lives and impact 
in the world in order to do so (and that’s just the 
adults).

Stop for a minute here and imagine who would 
take care of your children, your accounts, your 
property, if something were to happen to you, 
your spouse, or both.  Would it be your parents? A 
sibling? It’s not something we want to think about, 
but we should, and we promise that once you do 
think about it, and get it taken care of, you will feel 
a profound sense of relief.

Which is why we’ve spent the last several months 
building out a comprehensive process to help our 
clients, family and friends plan for the future with 
efficiency, ease and care. 

Why is this different from Legal Zoom or 
another lawyer? 

If you’ve previously created an estate plan (and 
congrats if you have.  Even if all you’ve done is 
create a simple Will, you’re ahead of the game), 
you might find  that you have a set of documents 
that no longer reflect your life, the law or your 
assets. It’s out of date, your assets aren’t owned in 
the right way, and it’s going to be a big mess for 
your family to clean up. Even though you tried to 
do the right thing.

We’re determined to change that process, by 
establishing an ongoing relationship with our 
clients which allows for consistent updates when 
life changes happen.  Our goal is to become a 
trusted, personal, family lawyer to our clients, 

On the subject of planning:  
“If you don’t know where you’re going, 

you’ll end up someplace else.”
-Yogi Berra



In addition to being named as President of 
the Adirondack Women’s Bar Association, 
Giovanna was also named to the Board of 
Directors of the Saratoga Springs Preservation 
Foundation, a wonderful organization dedicated 
to the preservation and enhancement of Saratoga’s 
architectural, cultural and landscaped heritage.   

We’re also very happy to be supporting the 37th 
Annual Saratoga Hospital Gala at the end of the 
month (which Giovanna also helped plan).  This 
fun event raises a significant amount of money 
to support what has become an excellent local 
hospital.  
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WHAT’S NEW? 
By Scott
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Hot days and warm nights just welcome a cool drink with 
friends.  A recent discovery was the fantastic versatility of 
watermelon.  

Scott’s a bit of a tequila buff, and this drink has turned into 
quite the crowd pleaser.

Into a blender, add 1-2 cups of good quality Blanco tequila 
(it’s the clear stuff – don’t waste a Reposado or Anejo tequila 
on a mixed drink.  Any decent Blanco will do – and you 
can’t go wrong with Don Julio).

because we firmly believe that our role is 
much more significant than simply preparing 
documents.

So what’s next?

Whether you have a current plan or not, we 
want to make sure that your family is protected 
in exactly the way you’d like.  This includes your 
young children, who are really your biggest asset. 

To that end, we’d like to invite you into our office 
for a complimentary Estate Planning & Family 
Protection Session. 

During this Session, we will take a deep dive into 
where things currently stand, versus where you 
want them to be.  We will look at what would 
happen to everything you have and everyone you 
love should anything happen to you, whether 
you already have a plan in place or not.  And, 

Cut a large watermelon in half, and chop the half into smaller 
pieces.  Add to blender.

Add 1/3 cup of Cointreau.  

Halve two limes, and squeeze into the blender.

Fill with ice, blend, and enjoy with friends.  Careful, these 
go down easy…

most importantly, we will design a plan to ensure 
everything will go the way you want. 

There’s no obligation to work with us after this 
session and we can assure you that, whether we 
work together long-term or not, the Session will 
get you more organized than you’ve ever been, 
and will give you the peace of mind of knowing 
exactly what you can do to ensure your loved ones 
don’t have to clean up a mess.
To schedule your complimentary Estate 
Planning & Family Protection Session, simply 
give us a call or visit our new Estate Planning 
website at www.spacitylaw.com and click on the 
scheduling link on the page.

Appointments are available on a first-come, first-
served basis and will fill quickly, so we suggest 
that you schedule now.  We will be charging a 
significant fee for this session in the future, but 
are offering it complimentary to our loyal friends, 
family and clients.

SUMMER FUN 




