
Public Defenders 
King County Department of Public Defense 
 
The King County Department of Public Defense (DPD) seeks talented, committed, and hard-
working advocates with excellent trial, research, and writing skills to join our department. DPD 
practices in several areas, including felonies, misdemeanors, juvenile defense, family defense 
(dependency cases), involuntary commitment (mental illness), sex offender commitment, and 
contempt of court. The department also works to address racial disproportionality in the 
criminal legal system, the collateral consequences of system involvement, and other structural 
and/or systemic issues that undermine the rights of our clients and their communities. DPD 
employs not only attorneys, but also skilled investigators, mitigation specialists, paralegals, and 
other support staff. Expert services are regularly funded, in keeping with state court 
rules. Successful applicants will have a passion for public defense, a demonstrated commitment 
to representing indigent persons, strong analytical, writing, and oral advocacy skills, and an 
ability to manage a caseload in a fast-paced environment. 
 
DPD is currently seeking eight to 10 attorneys – both career service and term-limited 
temporary. Those hired will be assigned to work in one of DPD’s offices in Seattle or Kent.  

Closing date: Aug. 12, 2019 

Salary range: $66,069 - $129,640 DOE 

Benefits Package 
King County offers excellent benefits, including employee and dependent coverage or medical, 
dental and Vision at no cost to the employee. Employees also receive life insurance, long-term 
disability and accidental death and dismemberment insurance. Employees are members of the 
Washington State Retirement System. Other benefits are available, including deferred 
compensation and flexible spending accounts, for interested employees. The Department of 
Public Defense pays bar dues and the cost of CLE credits. 

About the Department of Public Defense 

The Department of Public Defense (DPD) provides legal representation to adults and juveniles who have 
been charged with a crime and cannot afford an attorney, as well as people facing civil commitment, 
parents who could lose their children in a dependency petition, and people seeking to vacate a past 
felony or misdemeanor conviction. DPD works to address racial disproportionality in the criminal legal 
system, the collateral consequences of justice involvement, and other structural and systemic issues 
that undermine the rights of the criminally accused. It employs not only attorneys, but also skilled 
investigators, mitigation specialists, paralegals, and other support staff.  
  
Expert services are regularly funded, in keeping with state court rules. King County public defense has 
also been a leader in the development of diversion alternatives to support clients who have entered or 
are at risk of entering the legal justice system due to drug involvement, mental illness, or other issues. 
 
TO APPLY PLEASE VISIT KING COUNTY’S CAREERS WEBSITE 

https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/kingcounty/jobs/2508509/public-defense-attorney?keywords=attorney&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs

