
By Troy E. Larkin 

The Arizona Minority Bar Association 
(“AMBA”) held its First Annual Fall Mixer at 
the Children’s Museum Tucson on Novem-
ber 6, 2015.  The event featured food trucks, 
complimentary admission to the museum, a 
live dj, plus free beer, wine, and water for all 
attendees.  With such a fantastic event in the 
books, what will AMBA do next?  
 

AMBA will present the 2016 Chris Naka-
mura Judicial Workshop.  AMBA is the fea-
tured sponsor for this live CLE event.  It takes 
place at the James E. Rogers College of Law 
on Friday, February 12, 2016.  In true team 
spirit, other sponsors include Lewis Roca 
Rothgerber, Kinerk Schmidt & Sethi, and the 
Pima County Bar Association but there is still 
time for sponsorships.    
 

Beginning around noon, the Nakamura 
Workshop will spend several hours exposing 
its attendees to the process of becoming a 
candidate for Governor-appointed judicial 
openings.  In true nuts and bolts fashion, the 
Nakamura Workshop will begin by discuss-
ing initial career-planning steps on the judi-
cial path, then touch upon the judicial appli-
cation process, interviewing with appoint-
ment commissions, the Governor’s Office’s 
interview process, and the importance of 
merit selection.  
 

With the goal of merit selection being to 
recruit and refer the most-qualified judicial 
candidates, the Nakamura Workshop pro-
vides its audience an opportunity to gain 
valuable insights into what it is to “be a 
judge.”  You will see and learn how to be-
come THE candidate the Governor’s Office 
not only interviews but wants to appoint to 
the bench.   
 

The seminar is FREE and open to all lawyers 
and law students.  Invited participants in-
clude all Pima County Court Commissioners 
– trial and appellate - as well as Dean Marc 
Miller and Arizona Supreme Court Vice 
Chief Justice John Pelander.  Also, represen-
tatives from Governor Doug Ducey’s Office 
have been invited to discuss Governor 
Ducey’s newly-created panel system for in-
terviewing judicial appointment candidates.   
 

With Governor Ducey showing his commit-
ment to appointing qualified applicants re-
gardless of political party affiliation, it is 
imperative that qualified candidates (even 
those who have only ever had an inkling to 
join the bench) attend.  AMBA, the PCBA, 
and the Nakamura Workshop Organization 
Committee encourage you to take advan-
tage of this opportunity.  See behind the 
scenes, learn from others mistakes and tri-
umphs, and come away with tried and true 
techniques to help you excel with your judi-
cial aspirations.   
 

AMBA is proud to be the featured sponsor 
for the 2016 Nakamura Workshop.  AMBA 
would like to thank the Nakamura Workshop 
Organization Committee for coordinating 
this wonderful CLE programming.  Specifi-
cally, AMBA would like to thank John Hin-
deraker, the Honorable Paul Tang, and Dev 
Sethi for their continuing commitment to 
educating good attorneys on becoming 
great applicants for our judicial vacancies.   
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