	[image: ]
	401 Second Ave S. Suite 407
Seattle, WA 98104
Tel. (206) 464-1519
Fax 

Toll Free 1-888-201-1012
www.nwjustice.org

César E. Torres
Executive Director 






March 12, 2020
Page 2


Veterans Benefits Externship (Remote)- Winter 2021

Externship Posting 
Northwest Justice Project – Veterans Benefits Clinic Externship (Remote) 
Deadline: 11/30/20 (Decisions made on a rolling basis) 
Time Commitment:  Minimum of 12 hours per week 

Introduction
Northwest Justice Project’s (NJP) Veterans Benefits Clinic seeks 2-4 law student externs who are interested in assisting veterans and their families with claims for benefits from the Department of Veterans Affairs, including disability compensation, survivor benefits, and non-service connected pension. The Veterans Benefits Clinic is an 8-week seminar with weekly 90-minute trainings and assigned cases for students to work on as a team throughout the session. Although the formal seminar only runs for 8 weeks, NJP asks that students commit to serve as an extern for the full quarter or semester. In winter 2021, the clinic will be remote due to COVID-19. Law students will be supervised by Veterans Project staff attorneys with significant veterans benefits experience. 

In winter 2021, the formal clinic program will run from January 11th to March 10th. During that time, students will work as a team of two on assigned cases. Outside of that period, students will assist the Veterans Project in representing and assisting veterans who are referred by social service partners. Students will be given the opportunity to virtually attend regularly scheduled clinics, interview clients, write client letters, research topics relevant to veterans law or representation, and develop know your rights or self-help materials for veteran clients. 

While Northwest Justice Project welcomes law student interns who are not seeking school credit, the Veterans Benefits Clinic is only open to students who are participating in a formal externship program through their law school and who are seeking academic credit.

King County Veterans and the Need for Legal Assistance
King County is home to just over 104,000 veterans, according to five-year estimates from the 2018 American Community Survey. The 2018 American Community Survey found that just over 21% of our local veterans are receiving benefits from the VA for a service-connected condition. While this percentage increased between 2017 and 2018, it is still below the national and state averages for percentages of veterans receiving service-connected disability benefits (24 and 25%, respectively). 

Most of our community’s veterans are older adults; data from the American Community Survey shows that two out of three veterans in King County are over the age of 55. Obtaining veterans benefits is particularly important for older veterans; they may no longer be working and are relying on Social Security benefits, or they have disabilities that are progressive in nature or did not appear until many years after their service, such as Parkinson’s disease, multiple sclerosis, or cancer caused by chemical exposure. Dependent benefits are also often necessary after the death of a veteran, from service-connected or non-service connected illnesses or conditions, to make up for the loss of the veteran’s benefits or social security payments received while they were alive.  

Veterans who served in the most recent conflicts (including the Gulf War and Post-9/11) have high levels of mental illness (a 2015 study found that nearly 1 in 4 OIF/OEF veterans has PTSD), and may be living with more catastrophic injuries compared to veterans of prior wars, due to advances in medical care. Veterans who had multiple deployments are at even greater risk of developing PTSD or physical health conditions such as osteoarthritis.  

King County is also home to more than 800 homeless veterans, according to the 2020 Count Us In Point-in-Time count. While the number of homeless veterans has decreased in the last few years, veterans experiencing homelessness are some of the most vulnerable members of our communities; many live with both mental and physical health conditions. VA benefits can be the difference between long periods of homelessness and stable housing. COVID-19 only amplifies this need; veterans with previously stable employment may find themselves without employment income and therefore reliant on VA benefits to meet their daily needs. 

To Apply: Email a copy of your resume and a cover letter to the Veterans Project benefits attorneys, Mariah Hanley (mariahh@nwjustice.org) and Jennifer Budinick (jennifer.budinick@nwjustice.org) by the deadline above. Women, people of color, veterans, LGBTQ people, and people with disabilities are especially encouraged to apply. As mentioned above, the Clinic is only open to externs seeking school credit at this time. Please identify any school deadlines in your cover letter. 
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