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WHY USE AN ATTORNEY?   
1. Protect Your Earnest Money.  A good 
attorney preserves your ability to be released 
from a bad real estate transaction without 
losing your earnest money. 

 
2. Audit the Transaction: A good attorney 
will audit your transaction by reviewing the 
contract to make sure it includes all of the 
real property, personal property and 
additional services are provided as originally 
negotiated. Your attorney will accompany 
you to your closing to explain the documents 
you are signing and make sure that the final 
closing statement is correct. 

 
3. Negotiate Changes and Structure the 
Transaction:  A good attorney can 
negotiate any changes to the contract 
excluding price. This can include the 
closing date, special items to be included. 
Tax pro-rations, how to deal with tenants, 
post closing possession and special 
requirements such as credit for closing 
costs. 

 
WHEN SHOULD I HIRE AN 
ATTORNEY?   
Attorneys representing the buyer are 
typically hired after the seller has accepted 
the buyer’s offer. Attorneys typically 

charge $350 to $750 for representation. 
Most communications are via fax, 
telephone and email. Payment for most 
attorney fees is made at closing. 
 
WHAT TO DO AFTER THE 
SELLER ACCEPTS YOUR 
OFFER?   
Generally, it is important to fax or hand 
deliver your seller accepted contract to 
your attorney immediately. This allows 
your attorney to have as much time as 
possible to review your contract and 
request modifications. 

 
WHO SHOULD BE YOUR 
ATTORNEY? 
 
Your best choice in an attorney is 
someone who your trust and is 
concerned about your needs.  Good 
experience and specializing in the field of 
real estate is also helpful.   While cost 
should be a factor – quality is far more 
important for the largest purchase most 
families ever make. 
 

WHERE IS THE CLOSING? 
Typically, your closing will be held at the 
offices of the seller’s attorney’s title 
company. Sometimes, the closing will be 
held at the seller’s attorney’s office or the 
lenders office. 
 
WHAT HAPPENS AT THE 
CLOSING? 
 
Your attorney will audit the transaction by 
reviewing the title, the financial figures and 
items negotiated during the attorney 
review period. Your attorney may also be 

able to identify issues such as predatory 
lending, excessive title charges and 
missing items. 
 

WHAT IS ATTORNEY 
REVIEW?   
Typically, your attorney has five business 
days after the seller has accepted the 
contract to make requests or 
modifications to the contract. This is 
traditionally referred to as attorney review. 
 
WHAT ARE THE MOST 
COMMON ITEMS 
NEGOTIATED DURING 
ATTORNEY REVIEW?   
Closing Date: The closing date can be 
modified to a date mutually acceptable 
to both parties. 
Possession: The safest way to 
purchase property is to take possession 
at the time of closing. Sometimes 
where the seller is unable to vacate the 
premises prior to closing, possession 
will occur post-closing. Your attorney 
will help you negotiate deposits and 
other items to safeguard your 
possession rights. 
Tax Proration: Many times, taxes are 
due but unpaid at the time of closing. 
Your attorney will help to ensure that the 
seller gives you a credit for these unpaid 
taxes. Your attorney will also negotiate 
for credits to help with any future tax 
increases. 
Mortgage Contingency: Your 
attorney will request that a mortgage 
contingency be added and if one is 
already in place, your attorney will ask 
for an extension of the deadline when a 
mortgage commitment is delayed. 
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