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ASSEMBLY BILL No. 3096 
(First Reprint) 

 
 

To the General Assembly: 

 Pursuant to Article V, Section I, Paragraph 14 of the New Jersey 

Constitution, I am returning Assembly Bill No. 3096 (First Reprint) with 

my recommendations for reconsideration.   

This bill establishes a new conditional dismissal program in 

municipal court, similar to the existing programs for pre-trial 

intervention and conditional discharge.  Participation in this program, 

however, is conditioned on payment of a $500.00 fee.  The bill also 

increases the fees for the existing pre-trial intervention and 

conditional discharge programs from the current cost of $75.00 to a new 

charge of $350.00. 

I commend the Legislature for its efforts to provide alternatives 

to prosecution in appropriate municipal court cases for defendants with 

no prior involvement in the criminal justice system.  The conditional 

dismissal program established by this legislation would assist first-time 

offenders charged with certain petty disorderly or disorderly persons 

offenses by authorizing courts to place these offenders in a new 

monitoring program for one year and, after successful participation, the 

court may terminate the charges.  This concept of broadening alternatives 

to prosecution is promising.  Expanding the use of diversionary programs, 

like my recent signing of the landmark, bipartisan legislation to create 

a State-wide mandatory drug court program, is a sensible alternative to 

traditional adjudication in appropriate cases. 

While I support these programs and the opportunities they create, 

it is imperative to remember that our nation and our State continue to 

confront unprecedented financial challenges.  Every new fee and fee 

increase imposed in support of a government program places a new 

financial burden on our citizens.  As such, proposals for significant new 

fees or substantial fee increases must be carefully considered and 

sparingly approved.  While the diversion program created by this 

legislation is forward thinking, I am not convinced that either the fees 

associated with it, or the fee increases proposed in the bill for 

existing programs, are justified.  Significantly, while the bill properly 
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shields the indigent from these increased fees, it does so at the expense 

of all others who seek the second chance this program offers.   

I am unwilling to limit access to meaningful and necessary 

alternatives to traditional criminal justice adjudication to only those 

able to pay steep costs and increased fees.  Our government must not only 

produce creative solutions to our problems, it must do so within its 

available means.  We can, and will, find ways to improve the lives of all 

our citizens without raising costs.  Therefore, I recommend maintaining 

the existing $75.00 fee for pre-trial intervention and conditional 

discharge programs, and setting the fee for conditional dismissal in 

municipal court at the same rate of $75.00. 

Accordingly, I herewith return Assembly Bill No. 3096 (First 

Reprint) and recommend that it be amended as follows: 

Page 4, Section 8, Line 45: Delete “$500 which, upon 
collection, shall be 
distributed as follows:” and 
replace with “$75 which shall 
be paid to the Treasurer of 
the State of New Jersey for 
deposit into the General 
Fund.” 

 
Page 4, Section 8, Lines 46-48: Delete in their entirety 
 
Page 5, Section 8, Lines 1- 4: Delete in their entirety 
 
Page 5, Section 8, Line 5: Delete “Superior Court.” 
 
Page 5, Section 9, Lines 14-35: Delete in their entirety 
 
Page 5, Section 10, Line 37: Delete “10.” and insert “9.” 
 
Page 7, Section 10, Line 40: Delete “$350” and insert “$75 

which shall be paid to the 
Treasurer of the State of New 
Jersey for deposit into the 
General Fund.” 

 
Page 7, Section 10, Lines 41-44: Delete in their entirety 
 
Page 7, Section 10, Line 45: Delete “before the Legislature 

as this bill).” 
 
Page 8, Section 11, Line 10: Delete “11.” and insert “10.” 
 
Page 11, Section 12, Line 8: Delete “12.” and insert “11.” 
 
Page 12, Section 12, Line 7: Delete “$350” and insert “$75” 
 
Page 12, Section 13, Line 23: Delete “13.” and insert “12.” 
 
Page 13, Section 14, Line 5: Delete “14.” and insert “13.” 
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Page 14, Section 15, Line 1: Delete “15.” and insert “14.” 
 

Respectfully, 
 
/s/ Chris Christie 
 
Governor 
 

 [seal} 
 
 
Attest: 
 
/s/ Charles B. McKenna 
 
Chief Counsel to the Governor 


