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• Go shopping during daylight hours whenever 
possible. If you must shop at night, take a friend or 
family member. 

• If you carry a purse, keep the strap over your 
shoulder and the bag tight against your body. If 
you carry a wallet, keep it in an inside pocket and 
instead of your back pocket. 

• Avoid carrying large amounts of cash. Pay with a 
check or credit card if possible. 

• Do not overload yourself with shopping bags. You 
do not want to be distracted or weighed down 
when approaching your car. If need be, ask to leave 
bags behind the register and make multiple trips 
to your car. 

• Do not leave shopping bags, wrapped gifts, or 
other valuables visible inside your car. Store 
them out of sight in your truck, under the seat, or 
covered by a blanket. 

• If you shop online and aren’t home during the day, 
consider an alternative delivery destination, such 
as your workplace or a trusted neighbor’s house. 
You don’t want packages sitting unsupervised in 
front on your doorstep all day. 

 
Criminals love to take advantage of the joyous season, 
but with a little caution, you don’t have to be their next 
victim. 

Stay safe and happy holidays!
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The holidays are a magical time, full of family, 
traditions, and long shopping trips. Each year, the 
retail industry generates trillions of dollars as frantic 
holiday shoppers try to find everything on their wish 
lists. Between the long lines and big crowds, shopping 
during the holidays is a hectic experience, creating 
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the perfect atmosphere for criminals to steal your 
favorite gifts. 

Whether you plan to hit the mall or you do all your 
shopping online, here are some strategies to enjoy a 
happy and safe holiday. 
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