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Fall Gathering!
SABA-AZ invites you to a
Happy Hour (no host bar)
When: October 24th, 5-7 PM
Where: The Vig Arcadia
RSVP:
sheenachawla@gmail.com

2017-2018 Officers:
Co-Presidents: Anoop
Bhatheja & Tanveer Shah
Co-VPs: Sunita Krishna Cairo &
Bimal Merchant
Secretary: Sarah Anand
Treasurer: Shama Thathi
Collaborative Bar Liaison:
Greg Gautam
Communications Chair: Neil
Singh
At-Large Board Member:
Sheena Chiang (Immediate
Past President)
Ex-Officio: Ike Devji, Liz
Chatham, Neil Singh
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President’s Message
The South Asian Bar Association of Arizona (SABA-AZ) had a productive
2016-2017 year. SABA-AZ officially joined the Arizona Collaborative Bar
Association (AZCB), a network of minority bar associations. As part of this
effort, SABA-AZ will host a CLE in the next 12 months. Additionally, SABAAZ was part of the second annual AZCB Happy Hour held at the FoundRe in
early September. Attendance was outstanding and SABA-AZ invited a
special guest, Dr. Hiral Tipernini, a South Asian candidate for United States
Congress.
SABA-AZ spoke out and issued press statements regarding the presidential
pardon of former Maricopa County sheriff Joseph Arpaio. SABA-AZ
continued to interface with SABA North America and discussed issues of
importance to South Asian communities.
SABA-AZ hosted several events this past year. Our winter Happy Hour at
the Gladly and our spring "Samosas and Mimosas" event were our two most
popular gatherings. The Board still hears from members and other
community groups regarding the Samoas and Mimosas event, as it was
memorable for both the food and the company. SABA-AZ will continue to
host events, with a Happy Hour slated for late October. Please like us on
Facebook to keep up with our latest events calendar.
As President of the SABA-AZ, it has been an honor to serve my community
and lead this organization. It turns over to capable hands as we transition
the Board to new leadership beginning in late October. I look forward to
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another productive year for SABA-AZ, as we grow and expand in this
community we all call home.
With gratitude,
Sheena Chiang
SABA-AZ President, 2016-2017

Member Spotlight: Dev Sethi
Collaborative Bar Association
The ACBA was formed in 2014,
with the idea of linking together
bar organizations in Arizona that
represent many different
communities. Becoming a
member-organization has specific
requirements and standards, and
SABA-AZ's board worked hard to
meet them and qualify earlier this
year. Current memberorganizations include: Arizona
Asian American Bar Association,
Arizona Black Bar, Arizona Jewish
Lawyers Association, Arizona
Women Lawyers Association,
Iranian American Bar Association,
LGBT Bar Association, Los
Abogados, and the Native
American Bar Association.
Greg Gautam is our board's ACBA
liaison. Here’s how he describes
the purpose and mission of the
ACBA:
“Through the collaboration of its
member organizations, ACBA
creates a pipeline of
communication and resources that
are intended to enhance diversity
and inclusion in the legal
profession. Among other things,
ACBA sponsors trainings,
continuing legal education
programming, development
programming, and networking
opportunities. Our Board is excited
about this new partnership and
what we can accomplish together
as we move forward.”
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Dev is a partner at the Tucson firm of
Schmidt, Sethi & Akmajian. He
graciously agreed to answer a few
questions for us:
Q: Where did you go to college and
law school?
I graduated from Duke University in
1994, where I cheered on the Blue
Devils as they won back to back
National Championships in Men’s Basketball. I graduated from the
University of Arizona College of Law in 1997, a few weeks after the
Wildcats gave me a terrific graduation gift – Arizona’s first basketball
national championship.
Q: Describe your practice.
I represent injured Arizonans in cases against the individuals,
corporations and insurance companies who have done them harm.
Q: How long have you practiced law, and where?
This is my 20th year as a lawyer. I practiced in Las Vegas from 1997
to 1999, and I have practiced in Tucson ever since.
Q: What’s a guiding principle for your career that you'd offer to young
lawyers today?
(1) Work harder than you think you need to or want to, especially as
you start your career. (2) Always take your work seriously. Never
take yourself seriously. (3) Always take the high road. Don’t go out of
your way to make enemies. This is an adversarial profession, you
will make enough without trying.
Q. Tell us about an awkward litigation moment from your career, and
how you handled it.
I was an associate assigned to defend a lawyer in a legal
malpractice case. As I did my best to depose the plaintiff’s standard
of care expert, a lion of the bar, well-known and well-respected by all,
the plaintiff’s lawyer stood up and dialed the conference room phone.
He called his wife, and from our end of the call all I could hear was
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his side of the conversation – “I don’t know how much longer he’ll be. No, he doesn’t know what he is doing.
Yes, this is a huge waste of time.”
How awkward was it? Very. Somehow I summoned the savvy to pick a fight. That decision confirmed the
importance of standing up to unprofessional, condescending behavior. Professionalism is always the way to
go, but sometimes you have to push back to remind others.
Q: What is something about your legal career that might surprise people?
I have handled lots of interesting and complex cases. Among my favorites is the Case of Hazel the Dog. Over
18 months I fought for Hazel, a small, beagle mix who was found in Agua Prieta, Sonora. She was stuck in
midst of a contentious ownership dispute that involved issues and people in Arizona, Washington State, and
Mexico. In the end, we won, and Hazel happily remains in her Tucson home, where she is well-cared for, loved,
and continues to pay down her legal fee by licking my hand every time I see her. This also the only case I have
ever created both a hashtag and t-shirt for -- #justice4hazel. Her loving family wore them to every hearing.

We’ve enjoyed many wonderful events this year!

Edited by Neil Singh with invaluable help from his wife Rashmi. Please send content and ideas to neilends@gmail.com.
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