
HOT TOPICS: Stormwatch (http://www.lowellsun.com/storm) The Sun Santa Fund (http://www.lowellsun.com/sunsanta)

Ex-bus driver arraigned on rape charges
By Lisa Redmond, lredmond@lowellsun.com
UPDATED:   04/09/2010 08:23:05 AM EDT

LOWELL -- A former Lowell school bus driver allegedly gave a taped confession in which he admitted
he knew the girl he raped was only 15, but he said he couldn't control himself.

"She had the body of a woman and I couldn't control my urges,'' Gian Carlos Mirabal allegedly told
investigators.

Defense attorney Murat Erkan suggested that the sexual contact may have been consenting between
an immature 22-year-old man and a mature nearly 16-year-old girl.

"At the end of the day, it is not going to be much more than an age difference in this relationship,''
Erkan said.

But prosecutor Thomas O'Reilly noted the victim of the the alleged rapes was nearly five months shy
of her 16th birthday.

After Mirabal was charged with the sexual assault of the then-eighth-grader, O'Reilly said a second
victim, 15 at the time, came forward alleging inappropriate behavior -- touching and kissing -- by
Mirabal on the same bus. O'Reilly alleges Mirabal engaged in the same pattern of behavior, only with
the second girl he invited her back to his house to have sex. She refused.

One rode Mirabal's morning bus and the other rode the afternoon bus, O'Reilly said.

In Lowell Superior Court yesterday, Mirabal, of Lawrence, pleaded innocent to two counts of rape of a
child with force and four counts of indecent assault and battery on a person 14 or over.

Although initially held on $50,000 cash bail in Lowell District Court, at a bail review a Superior Court
judge reduced Mirabal's bail to $10,000, which his family posted.

Erkan said Mirabal comes from a well-known family in Lawrence, many of whom were in court to
support him.

Lowell Superior Court Judge Maureen Hogan continued the lower cash bail requiring that Mirabal
continue to wear a global positioning monitoring device, have no contact with his victims and
surrender his passport.

According to authorities, an employee of the North Reading Transportation Bus Company was
reviewing security footage of a bus that was involved in a minor fender-bender on Feb. 25 when he
saw suspicious activity between the defendant, a bus driver for Lowell Public Schools, and a student
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on the bus.

The employee noticed "the closeness'' of Mirabal and the first girl as they sat together in a seat.

The employee then contacted a school official, who alerted authorities. Lowell police and members of
the Middlesex District Attorney's Office then investigated and determined that the victim, in seventh
grade at the time, first met the defendant last spring when he was assigned to the bus route.

In the fall of 2009, when the victim was in the eighth grade, the defendant allegedly began asking the
victim to remain on the bus after he dropped off the other students.

Once the defendant dropped the other students off, he would allegedly drive the bus to another area.
Mirabal would keep the bus doors closed and sit next to the girl, and sexually assault her.

Although video inside the bus would normally record the activity, O'Reilly said Mirabal figured out a
way to bypass the taping. 
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