
 

 

 

 

NEWS 
 
 

CONTACT:    Scott Hanson 

                        (602) 957-8881 

                        shanson@hmapr.com  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

OCTOBER 13, 2011 

  

 

THE ROTHSTEIN LAW FIRM  

SELECTED AS SPECIAL PROSECUTOR FOR THE NAVAJO NATION 

 

(Window Rock, Ariz.)The law firm of Rothstein, Donatelli, Hughes, Dahlstrom & 

Schoenburg, LLP, has been named special prosecutor for the Navajo Nation.   

The Rothstein Law Firm replaces Alan Balaran, who stepped down from the 

position on October 7, after 18 months of representation.   

The Rothstein Law Firm, appointed by a Special Division of the Navajo Nation’s 

Window Rock District Court, has stated that its first task will be to assess the status and 

merits of a civil fraud complaint filed in July 2011 against a large number of current and 

former council members, former President Joe Shirley, controller Mark Grant and the 

former and current attorneys general.   

With offices in Santa Fe, Albuquerque and Phoenix, The Rothstein Law Firm had 

previously served as special prosecutor for the Navajo Nation in 1990, when then-

Chairman Peter McDonald was prosecuted for various acts of governmental corruption 

and election law violations. 

Although McDonald was ultimately acquitted of the election law violations, two 

other trials both ended in guilty verdicts. In the first trial, McDonald was convicted of 41 
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counts of violations of Navajo laws prohibiting bribery and kick-backs. The second trial 

resulted in guilty verdicts on 13 counts of bribery and kick-backs involving the tribe’s 

purchase of the so-called Big Boquillas Ranch. McDonald’s son, Peter McDonald, Jr., 

was also convicted of 23 counts of violations of Navajo law, and numerous lesser tribal 

officials were convicted or pleaded guilty in other cases. 

Since 1988, the Rothstein Law Firm has played a major role in representation of 

Indian tribes in New Mexico, and since the early 1990s has become a leader in tribal 

representation in Arizona and Wisconsin. The firm has broad experience in a variety of 

matters concerningIndian law, including land and water rights, natural resources, 

economic development, jurisdiction and federal-tribal relations. The firm is currently 

involved in two general stream adjudications on behalf of tribal clients in New Mexico, 

numerous tribal land claim and trespass disputes, major negotiations for economic 

development projects, jurisdictional disputes and many other matters, in addition to 

providing day-to-day advice to tribal governments on a broad array of tribal 

governmental legal issues. 
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