
Mentoring Program - Calendar for 2020

Coffee Call Time/Location Proposed Speaker(s) and Topic(s) - Open to Criminal Law Section

January 8, 2020 8:30am/Jury Venire Room √ Kristal Jones - Court Referral Officer Assessments

February 12, 2020 8:30am/Jury Venire Room √ Stacey Kolle - Batch Filing and Common Filing Errors in Criminal Cases

March 11, 2020 8:30am/Jury Venire Room √ Erica Deemer & Jackie Wolfe - Felony Exams, Appointments & Misdemeanor Arraignments

April 8, 2020 8:30am/Cancelled COVID-19

Judge Patty Demos & Judge Don Rizzardi - Preliminary Hearings, Bond Hearings & Furloughs; 

Misdemeanor Trials

May 13, 2020 8:30am/Cancelled COVID-19

Judge Linda Coats & Judge Patrick Tuten - Preliminary Hearings, Bond Hearings & Furloughs; 

Misdemeanor Trials

June 10, 2020 8:30am/Zoom √

Panel Discussion by District Court Judges - Preliminary Hearings and Docket Calls (Judge Demos, 

Judge Tuten and Judge Rizzardi)

July 8, 2020 8:30am/Zoom √ Jon Hubbert - Grand Jury Proceedings

August 12, 2020 8:30am/Zoom √ Tim Gann - Introduction of New ADAs; Emily Carroll - Updates on Veterans' Court and Plea Dockets

September 9, 2020 8:30am/Zoom Judge Claude Hundley & Judge Alison Austin - Re-Opening of Jury Trials on October 19, 2020

October 14, 2020 8:30am/Jury Venire Room Josh Boyd & Robert Keefauver - State Probation, Transfer Requests, ACES & YO Reports

November 4, 2020 * 8:30am/Jury Venire Room

Justyn Hayes - Community Corrections, Supervised Electronic Detention Program, Work Release & 

County Probation

December 9, 2020 8:30am/Jury Venire Room Judge Jim Smith - VOP Proceedings (Docket Calls & Expectations)

Happy Hour Time/Location Proposed Speaker(s) for "Lessons Learned" - Open to Criminal Law Section

January 16, 2020 4:00pm/Below the Radar √ Larry Marsili - Recent Lessons Learned (Sex Abuse Trial)

February 20, 2020 4:00pm/Below the Radar √ Ron Smith & Robin Wolfe - Recent Lessons Learned (SYG Hearing & Capital Trial)

March 19, 2020 4:00pm/Below the Radar √

TBD Based on February/March Hearings & Trials (Nick Lough - City Appeal Trial, Don Lambert & 

Serena Vinci - Robbery 1st Trial, Erin Atkins - Capital Murder Resolution)

April 16, 2020 4:00pm/Cancelled COVID-19 TBD Based on March/April Hearings & Trials

May 21, 2020 4:00pm/Below the Radar √

TBD Based on April/May Hearings & Trials/General Discussion on Moving Forward with Court 

Calendars, Mentoring Program and Solo Practices

June 18, 2020 4:00pm/Below the Radar √ TBD Based on May/June Hearings & Trials/Recap of Mentoring Lessons, Jail Issues & FIA 

July 16, 2020 4:00pm/Below the Radar COVID-19 TBD Based on June/July Hearings & Trials

August 20, 2020 4:00pm/Below the Radar COVID-19 TBD Based on July/August Hearings & Trials

September 17, 2020 4:00pm/Below the Radar TBD Based on August/September Hearings & Trials

October 15, 2020 4:00pm/Below the Radar TBD Based on September/October Hearings & Trials

November 19, 2020 4:00pm/Below the Radar TBD Based on October/November Hearings & Trials

December 17, 2020 4:00pm/Below the Radar TBD Based on November/December Hearings & Trials

Mentoring Lunches Time/Location Topic(s) and Proposed Speaker(s) - for Mentoring Program Only

February 27, 2020 12:00pm/Jury Venire Room √

Kickoff Meeting for Mentors & Mentees (Calendars Distributed); Randy Ferguson - 72 Hour Hearings  

(1 Hour CLE Credit)

March 26, 2020 * 12:00pm/Zoom

COVID-19 

Held June 18, 

2020

Establishing Expectations for Mentor & Mentee  (Individualized Mentor Plan Due); Robin Wolfe - 

Program Overview and Goals

April 23, 2020 * 12:00pm/Zoom

COVID-19 

Held June 18, 

2020

Introducing New Lawyer to Members of Legal Profession & Other Participants in Legal System; 

Executive Director of Local Bar, Cindy Seeley - Huntsville-Madison County Bar Association Benefits 

and Ron Smith, President of Alabama Criminal Defense Lawyers Association/Combination of First 2 

Topics  *Individualized Mentor Plan Due*

May 21, 2020 * 12:00pm/Zoom

COVID-19 

Held July 15, 

2020

Ensuring New Lawyer Understands Generally Accepted Professional Values & Standards of Behavior; 

Judge Alison Austin and Judge Patrick Tuten 

June 18, 2020 * 12:00pm/Zoom

COVID-19 

Held August 

25, 2020 Ensuring New Lawyer Understands Ethical Obligations; AL State Bar - Ethics Hour  (1 Hour CLE Credit

July 30, 2020 12:00pm/Zoom

COVID-19 To 

Be Held 

September 

24, 2020

Ensuring New Lawyer Understands Proper Practice (Avoid Handling Assets, Conflicts of Interest, 

Etc.); Accounting Firm

August 27, 2020 12:00pm/Zoom

COVID-19 

Rescheduled

Assisting New Lawyer in Creating & Implementing a Successful Career Plan; Panel Discussion (3 

Established Attorneys and/or Firm Representatives)

September 24, 2020 12:00pm/Bar Assoc Office

Assisting New Lawyer in Improving Professional Skills Necessary for an Effective Practice of Law; 

Panel Discussion (3 Established Attorneys and/or Firm Representatives)

October 29, 2020 12:00pm/Bar Assoc Office

Assisting New Lawyer in Developing a Productive & Effective Law Practice; AL State Bar - Practice 

Management Assistance Program  (1 Hour CLE Credit)

November 19, 2020 * 12:00pm/Bar Assoc Office

Assisting New Lawyer with Enjoying a Healthy Personal Life While Fulfilling Professional Obligations; 

Counselor/Life Coach

December 17, 2020 12:00pm/Jury Venire Room Graduation Celebration

Seminars/CLEs Time/Location Topic(s)

February 27, 2020 12-1pm/Jury Venire Room √ Arraignments and Bonds  (Mentoring Program Only - 1 Hour CLE Credit)

March 6, 2020 Courtroom #1 √ Nuts and Bolts of a Criminal Trial  (Open to Criminal Law Section -  6 Hours CLE Credit)

June 24, 2020 8am-12pm/Zoom √ Domestic Violence/Child Endangerment (Mentoring Program Only - 4 Hours CLE Credit)

June 26, 2020 8am-12pm/Zoom √ Sex Crimes (Mentoring Program Only - 4 Hours CLE Credit)

July 24, 2020 Courtroom #1 Postponed Mock Trial - Judge Donna Pate   (Mentoring Program Only - 4-6 Hours CLE Credit)

August 19, 2020 12-1pm/Zoom √ Tricks of the Trade in Negotiating Criminal Cases  (Open to Criminal Law Section - 1 Hour CLE Credit)

August 25, 2020 12-1pm/Zoom √

Ethics Hour with Office of General Counsel, Mr. Roman Shaul   (Open to Criminal Law Section - 1 

Hour CLE Credit)

September 11, 2020 12-1pm/Zoom DUI Law with George Flowers   (Open to Criminal Law Section - 1 Hour CLE Credit)

October 28, 2020 Courtroom #1 Nuts and Bolts of a Criminal Trial  (Open to Criminal Law Section -  6 Hours CLE Credit)


