
Inviting members of Congress to visit 
your land during recess 

 

I. Introduction 

During the annual August recess, members of Congress return to their home states and districts to meet 
with constituents and discuss their policy priorities. This year, the recess comes at a critical time for our 
community. 

The federal conservation easement tax incentive program continues to be threatened by profiteering 
bad actors. Fortunately, Congress has reintroduced legislation to halt the abuse: the Charitable 
Conservation Easement Program Integrity Act (S. 2256 / H.R. 4164).  

This recess, you can show your members of Congress firsthand why land conservation is so good for 
their state and district by inviting them to visit conserved land trust properties that benefitted from a 
conservation easement donated by charitably motivated landowners Such a visit not only provides an 
excellent opportunity to highlight what’s at risk, but it also affords you the opportunity to explain in 
person why it’s so important for Congress to pass the Charitable Conservation Easement Program 
Integrity Act. 

 

II. Finding out who represents you 

If you are unsure who represents you on Capitol Hill, the website for Congress can quickly give you all 
the information you need. 

Simply visit https://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member and enter a street address located 
in your land trust’s service territory. Search results will provide you the names of all three members of 
Congress who represent the area (two senators and one representative). 

Once you’ve identified who represents you, you’ll want the contact information for each member’s 
scheduler – the person who maintains the member’s official schedule and travel plans. To access this 
information, please visit https://www.quorum.us/spreadsheet/external/EVXaqukKTBuvsrlRBiCH/. 

 

III. Writing your best possible invitation 

When you’re ready to write your invitation, create one that is brief yet detailed for each member’s 
scheduler. In the leadup to recess, Capitol Hill offices are extremely busy, so consider sending your 
invitation as soon as possible. 

Remember that other organizations also are vying for each member’s time – so be sure your invitation 
stands out by presenting several compelling points for why a visit to your land trust should be 
prioritized. One of the best ways to do this is by highlighting conserved properties that directly 
benefitted from either the member’s vote or their support for a specific federal conservation initiative. 

https://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member
https://www.quorum.us/spreadsheet/external/EVXaqukKTBuvsrlRBiCH/


Essentially, if the member supports programs such as the Farm Bill, Land and Water Conservation Fund 
or North American Wetlands Conservation Act, then the member supports land conservation. And your 
invitation is an opportunity for the member to see the good results of those programs. 

The following template can be used as a starting point for crafting your invitation: 

Dear [Scheduler’s First Name], 

On behalf of [NAME OF LAND TRUST], a nonprofit that [MISSION STATEMENT], I’m writing 
to extend an invitation for [REP. NAME or SEN. NAME] to visit [NAME OF CONSERVED 
PROPERTY] during the upcoming congressional recess. 

[NAME OF CONSERVED PROPERTY], located in [CITY or TOWN], is a [ONE OR TWO 
SENTENCES ABOUT THE PROPERTY INCLUDING # OF ACRES, TYPE OF FUNDING, USAGE, 
ECONOMIC DATA POINTS, ETC.].  

Since taking office, [REP. NAME or SEN. NAME] has been a champion for our community, 
ensuring that important conservation programs such as [list any federal funding programs 
your land trust benefits from] remain in place and receive robust funding. We are 
immensely grateful for this support and we’d like now to give back and show [HIM or HER] 
what it has achieved. 

Should the [representative or senator] be able to find some time to tour the property this 
August, we’d welcome the opportunity to host [HIM or HER] and discuss how we can 
continue to work side by side in showcasing the various benefits of land conservation and 
the important role that land trusts play in protecting the many places that people need and 
love. 

I look forward to hearing back from you and thank you for your time. Please do not hesitate 
to reach out if I can answer any questions as you consider this request. 

Sincerely, 

[Your Name] 

[Your Title] 

 

IV. What to do after you email the scheduler 

Please know that due to the volume of requests each member receives, obtaining a response to your 
invitation might take some time. Don’t be upset if your invite receives no immediate response or the 
member declines the invitation. In such a situation, the member’s office isn’t saying “no” so much as it’s 
saying “not this time.” 

If, however, you receive an email or phone call back noting the member is interested, you’ll need to 
develop a plan for the visit. 

• Think about flexibility when planning the meeting. Schedules for each member of Congress 
change often, so be sure you develop an agenda that is adaptable. (For example, a planned 90-



minute visit could become a truncated, 20-minute stop.) Having a backup plan is always a good 
idea – as is staying in close contact with the member’s office about any last-minute schedule 
changes. 

• Think about the land you want to highlight and the best ways to do so. Avoid visiting property 
that may be too difficult for the member of Congress to access. Instead, focus on easy-to-access 
locations that have a scenic view or inspiring story. In addition, be sure that the projects involve 
land protected through a conservation easement and donated by a landowner who was 
motivated by the federal tax incentive. Map out the visit from start to finish to get a sense of 
timing.  

• Think about who you want to attend, who you want to speak and what you want to say. When 
developing the guest list, be sure it includes a diverse set of voices (i.e. donors, landowners, 
land trust staff, partner organizations or government officials). Additionally, ask the visiting 
member’s office if they are comfortable with having media present. If that’s allowable, consider 
inviting one or more outlets to attend. When considering who should speak, focus on having a 
member of your leadership team serve as the emcee while others serve as supportive voices. 
And finally, don’t be afraid to jot down some key messages you want to impart throughout the 
tour. The Alliance has provided some suggested messages in the below appendix, but feel free 
to develop your messages own based on the property and interests of the elected official. 

Also, you can email policy@lta.org for additional ideas or guidance as you plan for the visit. 

One final tip: Think about how to keep the momentum going after the visit. One great option is to take 
photos throughout the event. These photos can be repurposed on your communication channels, sent 
to donors and be shared with the member of Congress as part of a thank-you message for visiting. 

 

V. Concluding thoughts 

Inviting a member of Congress to tour a conserved property is one of the most effective ways to show 
your support for the enhanced federal conservation easement tax incentive and the Charitable 
Conservation Easement Program Integrity Act (S. 2256 / H.R. 4164). To learn about other ways land 
trusts are showing their support, check out our advocacy toolkit or email us at policy@lta.org.  
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Appendix 1: Key messages regarding the federal tax incentive 
and Charitable Conservation Easement Program Integrity Act 

 

While it is not necessary that you impart all of the below messages during your tour, you should use 
versions of these messages as appropriate. 

 

Top messages: 

• Today, we showcased what honest philanthropy in land conservation looks like.  
• The permanent conservation easement tax incentive is a powerful tool that has helped tens of 

thousands of Americans with truly charitable intent conserve their land voluntarily. 
• Brazen and continuing abuse of the conservation donations by a few bad actors have already 

cost honest taxpayers billions of dollars. These bad actors and these transactions must be 
stopped. 

• Enacting the Charitable Conservation Easement Program Integrity Act is the fasted and most 
efficient way to stop this abuse and ensure that landowners of modest means can continue to 
conserve their lands for the benefit of all Americans. 

 

Additional messages: 

• The conservation easement tax incentive allows landowners to take a charitable deduction 
based on the fair market value of a donated easement, making conservation a viable option for 
land-rich, cash-poor landowners who have no other alternatives. 

• While the vast majority of these donations are truly charitable endeavors, a few bad actors are 
exploiting the incentive and engaging in profiteering. 

• According to IRS data, these bad actors claimed nearly $36 billion in tax deductions from 2010 
to 2018. 

o In 2016 alone, after the IRS told these bad actors to halt the abuse, 249 entities clamed 
$6 billion in unwarranted charitable deductions. 

o In 2017, 244 entities claimed another $6.8 billion. IRS data shows that investors claimed 
deductions valued at as much as nine times their original investment. 

o This grew to 296 entities claiming $9.2 billion in deductions in 2018. 
• To combat this abuse, the Charitable Conservation Easement Program Integrity Act was 

introduced. 
• These narrowly focused bills disallow a charitable deduction only when a profit is made in a 

short time from a conservation easement donation, ensuring that tax incentives for land 
conservation remain available for genuine philanthropists.  

• We hope the [representative/senator] will see fit to support and cosponsor the Charitable 
Conservation Easement Program Integrity Act (S. 2256 / H.R. 4164) so that good conservation 
like what you see here today can continue. 


