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Overview and Purpose 
Increasingly, land trusts are discovering the power of bolstering their stewardship toolkits with 
new technologies and perspectives. Remote monitoring—which can include the use of diverse 
tools such as satellite imagery, unmanned aerial systems (UAS), aviation-based resources and 
other technologies—has helped stewardship teams and landowners gain new perspectives on 
their work, respond quickly to threats to conserved land, and work more efficiently to uphold 
the promise of protecting land in perpetuity. In recent years, options for land trusts to use 
remote monitoring technologies have proliferated as these tools have become more advanced 
and more accessible. With this growth, land trusts have more opportunities than ever to 
consider incorporating new approaches into their stewardship efforts.  
 
The Alliance, in partnership with The Nature Conservancy, is excited to offer this grant program 
to support land trusts in exploring how remote monitoring solutions can help to enhance their 
work. One-year grants of up to $20,000 will support land trusts to identify remote monitoring 
solutions that will address their unique needs and help organizations to build capacity to 
implement new technologies. The program will also provide an opportunity to gather 
perspectives and evaluate results of different approaches to identify the most effective and 
accessible tools for the land trust community’s diverse needs.  
 
Goals  
Grants will support land trusts in exploring remote monitoring technologies that can 
supplement existing stewardship practices. The program will aim to: 

• Help land trusts access advanced stewardship technologies and reduce the risk of 
experimenting with new tools; 

• Encourage land trusts to explore new approaches that can supplement and enhance 
existing stewardship practices; 

• Provide training and mentorship opportunities for grantees to learn how to effectively 
implement remote monitoring technologies; 

• Engage a first-year cohort of organizations that represent the diversity of the land trust 
community; and 

• Work with grantees to evaluate results of different technologies and promote peer 
learning opportunities to engage the broader land trust community. 

 
Eligibility 

• Applicants must be a qualified organization under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code for at least two years. 

• Applicants must maintain accredited status or submit a board-approved plan to pursue 
accreditation within the next two years. 

• Applicants must be a current member in good standing of the Land Trust Alliance.  
• Applicants must attend a qualifying Alliance information session prior to applying, and if 

awarded a grant, attend subsequent technical training(s) as designated by Alliance 
liaison. 



• Project(s) must advance the adoption of a new technology solution(s), even if other 
remote monitoring approaches have been previously implemented. 

• Project(s) that demonstrate the potential to serve as a model for other land trust 
stewardship teams and applicants that are willing to mentor other land trusts and 
support peer learning initiatives beyond the one-year grant term will be given priority. 

• Project(s) may incorporate technologies including, but not limited to, satellite or aerial 
imagery, unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) surveys, and advanced geospatial data 
analytics. Applicants are encouraged to research providers, resellers, and end-to-end 
services to evaluate various products and pricing options and identify solutions that will 
work best for them. 

• Collaborative projects that benefit multiple organizations will be given priority for grant 
awards. 

 
Eligible Use of Grant Funds 

• Data or imagery products 
• Licensing or subscription fees 
• Advanced analysis software 
• Consultant expenses 
• Staff time for project implementation 
• Other expenses related to data acquisition and analysis and project implementation 

 
Ineligible Use of Grant Funds  

• General operating support  
• Land acquisition or loans 
• Hardware/Equipment (i.e., laptop, drone) 

 
Match Requirements 
A minimum of a 50% match of the award may be required, as agreed with the Alliance. Match 
requirements will be outlined within your grant agreement. 
 
Reporting Requirements 
Grantees must submit progress reports that describe accomplishments attained through the 
project. All reporting must be completed online by logging into the same system you used to 
apply for this grant. The Alliance will provide report deadlines in the grant agreement. Failure to 
complete required reports may result in grantee forfeiting a portion or all the grant funds 
awarded.  
 
Application Guidance 
Proposals should: 

• Demonstrate alignment with the land trust’s mission, goals, and strategic priorities; 
• Have well defined metrics, goals, and objectives;  



• Demonstrate that sufficient research has been conducted to identify the most 
appropriate remote monitoring tools for the project and that there is adequate 
organizational capacity to complete the proposed activities; and 

• Include a commitment on the part of the applicant to meet reporting deadlines and 
respond to information requests in a timely manner. 

 
Starting Your Application             
To begin the online application process, click on or copy the following link into your browser: 
https://www.grantinterface.com/Common/LogOn.aspx?urlkey=landtrustalliancegrants   
 

• Click on “Create an Account” to set up your username and password for the site. 
o You will be asked some basic organizational and contact information.  
o If you have previously received funding through the Alliance on-line system you 

do not need to create another account. 
• Once you have created your account and logged on, click “Apply” to begin the 

application process.  
• Click on “Apply” under the Remote Monitoring Grant Program.  
• The application will now be visible, and you may begin. 

 
   
If you encounter technical difficulties using the online application, please contact Artis Freye, 
Conservation Initiatives Coordinator, (269) 348-8970, afreye@lta.org. 
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