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A Bigger, Better Hailey Greenway 

Beginning in 2000,residents of Hailey, Idaho, came together to create the 

Hailey Greenway: 350 acres of protected land along the Big Wood River 

that provides trails, fishing access, and important wildlife habitat, all within 

walking distance to downtown Hailey, Idaho. The Wood River Land Trust 

has championed this effort and worked for two decades to assemble the 

needed parcels of land. In 2018, the land trust and the Hailey City Council 

formally approved a Greenway master plan. 

The land trust is poised to significantly expand the Hailey Greenway by 

adding 118 acres in Croy Canyon, adjacent to the City of Hailey’s Lions 

Park. This acquisition allows for an additional mile of stream and 

emergent wetland habitat restoration, protects an important wildlife 

migration corridor, and provides an opportunity to reconnect the Big Wood 

River to its floodplain to improve habitat and help mitigate flooding in the 

community.  

Climate Resilience for Fish, Wildlife, and People 

The project protects emergent wetlands that provide an essential source 

of water in this high-desert climate. The property and surrounding lands 

have a variety of elevations and microclimates that provide refuge for 

terrestrial and aquatic species, and support species migration both along 

the riparian corridor and up the sagebrush-covered mountains that 

surround it. 

The project also buffers our community from threats that will become 

more prevalent due to climate change, specifically increased fire risks and 

more frequent flood events. Intact riparian areas can disrupt the spread of 

fire and reduce sediment pollution post-fire, protecting aquatic organisms 

and river health. Reconnecting the floodplain at this site will also 

decrease base flood elevations in neighborhoods downstream. This will 

be important as climate models predict more frequent rain on snow 

events, and flooding, in the future. 

Project Highlights 

• 118-acre acquisition in Hailey, Idaho

• Protects emergent wetlands, riparian, and 
sagebrush habitats

• Facilitates migration for wildlife such as 
moose, elk, mule deer, cougar, bobcat, bald 
eagle, and more

• Protects cold-water habitat important for the 
survival of Wood River sculpin and other fish

• Provides an opportunity to remove an old 
landfill on the banks of the Big Wood River 
and reconnect the floodplain, to enhance 
ecological habitat and buffer local 
neighborhoods from annual flooding

Restoration Activities Planned 

• Riparian restoration treatments will restore 
healthy willow stands and wetland habitat

• Removal of old barbed wire fencing will 
promote safer wildlife movement through 

the property

• Removal of over four feet of fill and landfill 
material will reconnect the Big Wood River to 
its floodplain at the mouth of Croy Canyon and 

allow for major restoration at Lions Park

• Implementation of Greenway master plan will 
lead to major habitat and recreation 
improvements

http://www.woodriverlandtrust.org/


Croy Creek provides cool, clear water that is important for native fish and 
other wildlife. 

The new preserve will protect over 1 mile of Croy Creek and emergent wetlands 
and allow for floodplain reconnection where the creek meets the Big Wood River.

The new preserve will provide new trail 
connections to help people get out in 
nature close to town.

The property has been identified as an 

important wildlife corridor and winter 

range for elk, mule deer, and other 

wildlife. (Photo: Roland Wolfram) 

Protecting this property provides resilience for wildlife and 
plants but also our human community.

“By acquiring the Croy Canyon parcel, we're 

protecting critical wildlife habitat and taking a 

big step toward reconnecting the Big Wood 

River to its floodplain, which will help our 

community become more resilient to the 

impacts of climate change by buffering floods.” 

—Scott Boettger, Executive Director, Wood River Land Trust 

(All images, except where noted, are by Wood River Land Trust)


