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Project Story 

Vital Ground seeks to protect 1,040 acres of critical wildlife linkage habitat 

in north Idaho’s Kootenai Valley to promote connectivity between the 

Selkirk and Cabinet-Yaak grizzly bear recovery areas. North Idaho is one 

of the fastest growing regions in the country and traffic and housing 

development is hindering wildlife movement between the mountain ranges.  

Connectivity between bear populations is not only important for genetic 

interchange but also a critical response to habitat shifts in a changing 

climate. A conservation easement on the Hubbard farm will build on 

existing conservation in the valley and maintain a critical wildlife corridor 

between two threatened populations of bears. 

Landscape Context 

The Kootenai Valley Linkage Project contributes to large landscape 

conservation in the U.S. Northern Rockies and north into Canada. The 

project lies between the Selkirk and Purcell Mountains and helps connect 

these two ecosystems. Biologists have identified the landscape as a top 

priority for grizzly bear habitat protection. 

Advancing Climate Resilience 

As food sources and other habitat features shift due to climate change, the 

ability of wildlife to move and adapt is vital to biodiversity. Securing this 

property will help ensure that wildlife can move between ecosystems as the 

climate changes. The Hubbard farm contains rich riparian areas and 

productive soils that will support wildlife and local communities well into the 

future as climate changes. 

Project Highlights 

• 1,040-acre conservation easement on the 
Hubbard Family Farm, Bonners Ferry, Idaho

• Protects a grizzly bear and wildlife corridor 
between the Selkirk and Purcell mountains

• Project includes lands identified for their 
climate resiliency in The Nature Conservancy’s 
Resilient and Connected Landscapes data set

• Links  protected private and public lands

• Protects prime agricultural soils and maintains 
the rural character of the Kootenai Valley.

Restoration Activities Planned 

• Restores wildlife cover and riparian vegetation 
to improve habitat security and wildlife 
connectivity

• Improves aquatic habitat for endangered and 
native fish

• Works in partnership with the Hubbard family, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Kootenai 
Tribe of Idaho



The Idaho State Wildlife Action Plan and the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service Conservation Strategy for Idaho have 
identified the project area as a priority for conservation. 

The project (outlined in pink) extends from the Selkirk 
Mountains in the west to the Purcells in the north east and 
Cabinets in the south east. 

Grizzly bears use the Hubbard farm to travel between the 
Selkirk, Cabinet, and Purcell Mountains. 

The Kootenai Valley Linkage Project borders the Kootenai 
River and contains riparian areas and agricultural fields.

In 2019, the NRCS designated this portion of the Kootenai 
Valley a Priority Conservation Area due to its highly productive 
farm soils and the threat of land conversion. 

The project offers permanent protection of over 8,000 feet 
of Kootenai River frontage, critical to the recovery of the 
endangered white sturgeon. 

“Our family has been farming this ground for generations and this conservation 

easement ensures that this land will continue to be farmed and available for 

wildlife for many more generations to come." 

— Wesley Hubbard, Landowner 
(All Photos and Images: Mitch Doherty/Vital Ground Foundation) 


